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Warranwood  
Primary School 

www.warranwood.vic.edu.au 

Principal’s Report 
 

 
Congratulations to everyone on a tremendous Cross-Country event yesterday. It was wonderful to hear of and 
see so many students achieve personal bests and meet personal challenges to overcome goals and mindsets to 
develop a sense of self satisfaction and pride in their own performances. The highlight for many was again the 
Prep/ Buddy event with Year 5s assisting our newest competitors to meet the challenges of the course. Congratu-
lations to all students who gave their best and to the students who have made the Cross-Country team after fin-
ishing with the fastest times in each age group. To those that didn’t make it this year make a plan to improve next 
year and have another go! You can do it! 
 
Thanks to all our parent and teacher helpers on the day and a big shout out to Mr Tonkin for preparing such a 
great day for our community to come together. 
 
 
NAPLAN ANOTHER DAY AT SCHOOL 
Next week our students at Warranwood will participate in a range of learning tasks that will explore their under-
standings and skills in Writing, Reading Comprehension, Grammar and Punctuation, Spelling and Numeracy. 
This is very much like what happens every day at school throughout the year with our usual morning Literacy 
Blocks across the school providing Reading and Writing workshops for students to develop and assess their 
learning and then reset new goals to build upon their accomplishments.  
 
 
 

Term 2, Week 4 
Thursday 10th May 2018 

WHAT’S ON?  
May 
11 Grade 3/4 Excursion—State Library 
15-17—NAPLAN 
15 School Council Meeting 7.30pm 
16 Prep Incursion—Team Building 
16 Middle School Camp Info 6pm 
23 Open Morning 9-11.30am 
23 Grade 3/4 Science Incursion 
23 World Record Star Gazing Attempt  
 8-9pm on the Oval 
23 Open Evening 7-8.30pm 
25 Prep Fun Night Disco 
26 Prep Tours 2019—9.00-11.00am 
30 Grade 5/6 Excursion—Science Works 

 
PRINCIPAL AWARD WINNERS 

 
Grade 1/2 Harper T, Connor K 
 
Grade 5/6 Erin F, Tyler L, Alex P 
  

Compass Reminders 
Grade 3/4 and 5/6 Excursions 

Author’s Chair this week  -  Emma C 
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As is the case with all learning and assessment experiences our students will not be defined by the NAPLAN 
assessments, rather the tests will provide information for where students are at a given time and what they are 
yet to master. This feedback acts as a different source of information separate to classroom observations and 
assessments that are developed over a period of time with students by teachers in reporting documents and 
learning portfolios. In many cases this information is used to question and clarify teacher judgement and assess-
ment practices. Please refrain from purchasing NAPLAN style practice books from supermarkets and newsa-
gents as they only create extra anxiety for students. 
 
The NAPLAN assessments are an everyday fact of life and our students have no extra emphasis on them from 
our school perspective. As is the case with any task we have provided students with experiences to prepare 
them and to assist them to feel comfortable with the format and structure of the experience. If you have any con-
cerns or would like to discuss the NAPLAN tests, please see Suzanne or myself by this Friday. 
 
Remember to support your young person during and leading up to the NAPLAN assessment week, talk positive-
ly and remove emotion from conversations related to the process. You can be sure that we will continue to cele-
brate our students for the amazing diversity and range of skills, understandings and talents they bring to school 
every day. We know our budding sporting stars, creative artists, interpersonal collaborators and problem solv-
ers, technical whiz kids, bilingually talented, performing confident, emotionally intelligent and capable students 
are far more than just a dot on a page and we will continue to celebrate and encourage the growth of the whole 
child to build upon their areas for growth. 
 
If you or your child are anxious about the NAPLAN process, please come and see me and be sure to read 
through Suzanne’s mindfulness tips in the AP report to assist with managing the week to experience a positive 
experience. Together we can make the week a productive and informative process, but importantly a normal 
week  of learning at school for our students. 
 
PREP ENROLMENTS FOR 2019 ARE NOW OPEN  
2019 PREP INFORMATION NIGHTS and SATURDAY MORNING TOURS  
Tell your friends and neighbours! 
Wednesday June 13th at 7.30 in Prep Rooms 
Or come along to our Saturday morning tours on 26th May from 9-11am 
 
WORKING BEE ON SATURDAY 26th MAY 8am-12!  
PLEASE LOOK OUT FOR OUR COMPASS EMAIL to select a job  that suits your liking and skills on the 
morning of the working bee-on our sign up schedule 
 
SPREAD THE WORD- EDUCATION WEEK-OPEN DAY CELEBRATIONS 
Arrive early to see the TAIKO performance and Senior School Students HAIRSPRAY sneak peek! Starts 
7pm Sharp in the Courtyard! 
Warranwood PS Open morning 9.30-11 and OPEN Evening 7-8.15pm Wednesday 23rd May. 
Come along and see our Literacy programs in the morning and then our STEM (Science Technology Engineer-
ing and Maths) programs in the evening!  
  
CONGRATULATIONS BRADY ON YOUR  
MAROONDAH COUNCIL COMMUNITY AWARD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
World Record STAR GAZING ATTEMPT  
  
GUINESS BOOK OF WORLD RECORDS STAR GAZING attempt comes to Warranwood after our OPEN 
NIGHT from 8- 8.15pm-9pm on the OVAL 
Join Warranwood Primary School for an evening of fun and excitement as we try to break a Guinness 
World Record! This free community event will include a live screening of  Stargazing Live with Brian 
Cox. The only cost involved is if you need to purchase a telescope for $6.50.  
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 We will be attempting the record on the oval from 8.15 -9pm on the night. This wil l  of course 
depend on cloud cover and weather. Stay tuned for further updates.  
  
What is the World Record we are attempting to set?   
We are trying to set a new Guinness World Record for  Most People Stargazing Across Multiple Ven-
ues. For this record, the participants will stargaze at the Moon through a telescope or binoculars for 
a 10-minute period simultaneously across multiple sites throughout Australia. The current World Rec-
ord, set in 2015 by the Australian National University, stands at 7,960 people across 37 locations. 
We are aiming to set a record so large that it will be nearly impossible to break again. Come along 
and join in the record breaking attempt on our OPEN NIGHT.  
  
  
To register as an official record breaker please use the link below and order a telescope for the night. 
  
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/warranwood-primary-school-star-party-tickets-45465332032 
 
Shane Harrop 
Principal 
 

Assistant Principal Report 
 

NAPLAN testing will be happening next week. Can you help your child through NAPLAN? YES! 

The National Assessment Program- Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) tests are held in Victorian schools 
each May. The purpose of these tests is to assess the literacy and numeracy skills of Australian students in 
grades 3,5,7, and 9. The Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority is the body responsible for co-
ordinating NAPLAN testing in Victoria. 

Your children may have had a chance to do practice tests at their schools so that they know what to expect 
and are familiar with the format of the tests. You can also access some practice questions on the National 
Assessment Program website on http://www.nap.edu.au. It is a good idea to familiarize yourself with the test 
format so you can answer any questions your child may have or check out what you need to know about 
NAPLAN resource. 

What is your child’s personality? 

Your child’s personality is important in predicting how they will cope with NAPLAN testing. If they are predom-
inately of a relaxed nature and can easily cope with new things then they are likely to take it in their stride. 
However, if your child is a little anxious and does not like change then this may be a potentially stressful time 
for them. As parents you need to be clear that they are only expected to do their best on the day and that the 
sun will still rise the next day even if they feel they didn’t perform at their best. For a young grade 3 student 
the stress may revolve around the fact that they may not have been used to undergoing a lot of testing, let 
alone 3 days of it. For an older grade 9 student the stress may be self imposed as they try to achieve the best 
result possible. 

Signs of NAPLAN Stress 

Signs of stress in children include changes in behaviour. For example, trouble sleeping, early waking or 
nightmares. Some children isolate themselves from their parents or friends. Some children are not mature 
enough to verbalise their stress and instead internalize it and feel it physically eg. abdominal or chest pain. 
Some children are introverted by nature and may display more ‘negative talk’ telling themselves that they are 
‘not good enough’ or are ‘going to fail’. Children of any age may complain about school and display school 
avoidance behaviour such as complaining about attending school or coming up with reasons not to go to 
school. Stress makes you tired and tired children may exhibit more tantrums or poor behaviour. 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/warranwood-primary-school-star-party-tickets-45465332032
http://www.nap.edu.au/
https://www.brisbanekids.com.au/10-things-need-know-naplan/
https://www.brisbanekids.com.au/10-things-need-know-naplan/
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So what can you do to help your child? 

By being proactive and watching for signs of stress in your child you can act before the stress becomes 
worse. Encourage your child to talk to you about what may be worrying them. For example, asking them 
to tell you the ‘best part of their day’ and ‘something they would like to change about their day, or some-
thing that was not good about their day’. This is a great daily routine to get into because it keeps the 
lines of communication open. 

Empower yourself with knowledge about NAPLAN testing so when your child asks you about it 
you can calmly talk to them about it. 

Talk to the teachers at your child’s school and ask them whether your child’s behaviour has changed 
at school as well. Arrange a meeting with your child’s teacher to discuss ways in which you can 
help your child. 

Most importantly ensure that your child is well rested, is eating nutritious meals and enjoys physical 
activity. Sleep deprivation reduces your energy levels and makes you more irritable. Studies have 
shown that physical activity is a great way to reduce stress levels. Children need independent, re-
laxed outdoor play when they can be themselves. 

The week of NAPLAN testing ensure your child gets adequate sleep, nourishing food and has some 
relaxing outdoor play after school. Remember, they have been sitting at a desk concentrating hard 
all day. 

 
Suzanne Kot 
Assistant Principal 
 
 
 
 

Library News 
Hello everyone, 
 
I have issued  overdue notices to all students this week.  
 
This is a housekeeping exercise as I have been on extended leave. 
 
All students are responsible for managing their own borrowed books. 
 
If your student receives a notice, please ask them to visit the library to renew or return books. 
 
I am however, always more than happy to help students resolve any issues/ missing books (including 
shelf checks) 
 
Please ask them to come and visit the Library and me. J  
 
 
With thanks  
Kim Barlow. 
(Tues, Wed and Thurs.) 
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         PE/SPORT NEWS, 2018       
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Andrew Tonkin 
PE Teacher 
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JAPANESE NEWS 
 
JAPAN FESTIVAL BOX HILL 
Come and celebrate Japanese culture in Box Hill On Sunday 20th May.  There will be many art/craft 
stalls, demonstrations and delicious Japanese food for you and your family to enjoy inside the Town 
Hall and TAFE buildings. Our Year 6 Taiko drummers will be performing at 10am in the main hall. Entry 
is $5 or free for those dressed in Kimono! 
 
Tanya Barlow 
Japanese Teacher 
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2018 Canteen News & Roster 

 

 
Sushi Day, next Tuesday 15

th
 May.  

 
Normal lunch orders will still be available on this day. 
 
 

 
Homemade Pumpkin Soup is back! Served in a cup with a buttered roll for $5.00, please order 
through the lunch order system. 
 
Winter warmers in the canteen, Hot Milos $1.20, Chicken Noodle soup $1.00 and homemade choc chip 
mini muffins 60c each all available over the counter at recess and lunch. 
 
MEAL DEAL- Hot Milo with a choc chip muffin or choc chip cookie for $1.60, available at lunch or re-
cess. 
 
Reminders : When placing a lunch order if you do not have a bag please enclose    10c and canteen will 

supply one.  
 : If your child requires tomato sauce you will need to enclose 20c for it. 

 
Warm regards 
Megan Parker 

 

CANTEEN ROSTER TERM 2 2018 

Date Volunteer Volunteer Volunteer 

Thursday, 10 May 2018 Linda/ Scott Fisher Gill Collard   

Friday, 11 May 2018   Megan Dumbrell Cheryl Butler 

Monday, 14 May 2018 Bridie Archer     

Tues 15th May Sushi Day 
Dee Halls Kellie Spiden Nicki Stevens 

Heather Blaxland Mishelle Deylen Volunteer Required 

Wednesday, 16 May 2018 Canteen Closed 

Thursday, 17 May 2018 Nicole Bijlsma Heather Jones   

Friday, 18 May 2018 Kate Jones Jess lancashire Caryn Fitzsimons 

Monday, 21 May 2018 Lee Stack Susan Skerry   

Tuesday, 22 May 2018 Sylda Jones     

Wednesday, 23 May 2018 Canteen Closed 

Thursday, 24 May 2018 Katie Bronstring Doris   

Friday, 25 May 2018 Melinda Peatling Beck Wheatley Paula Bellizia 

Monday, 28 May 2018 Sylda Jones     

Tuesday, 29 May 2018 Sue Allan     

Wednesday 30 May 2018 Canteen Closed 

Thursday 31 May 2018 Volunteer Required Esther Agtoft   

Friday 1 June 2018 Courtney Phillips Terri McKinnon Volunteer Required 
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Community Notices 

COMMUNITY DONATIONS 
 
If you shop at either of these Stores, then mention our School as they support us with donations.   
 
For Ritchie's IGA you need to complete a registration and nominate Warranwood Primary; Ritchie's then 
donate a percentage of sales to the School. 
 
For Rebel Sports, soon to merge with Amart, just mention Warranwood Primary and they also donate a 
percentage of sales to the School 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwivueaO2cHXAhXEopQKHU9DBSIQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westfield.co.nz%2Fstores%2Frebel-sport%2Fnz-rebel-sport&psig=AOvVaw3WH4p7LIjQr5q-Q7GjDQpz&ust=1510873331

