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Warranwood  
Primary School 

www.warranwood.vic.edu.au 

Information nights are taking place this week and are a great chance for you to hear all about how your children 
learn at school. The sessions provide a chance to be informed about particular learning needs at the different 
levels of the school and explain the varying approaches and different expectations for students as they move 
through their learning journey. It is also important to note that although many things will be different at each level 
of the students learning journey there will also be many things that are similar and the same. The instructional 
model implemented throughout the school, CAFÉ reading framework, use of high impact teaching strategies 
and student wellbeing and engagement strategies ensure great consistency for students as they move through 
the levels of learning. 
 
Last night the Junior and Senior School families met with the teaching teams to discuss how we teach at War-
ranwood and importantly communicate the importance of a positive and productive home /school partnership to 
support student learning. Tonight, we have the Prep and Middle School families joining us for their sessions. I 
am sure they will also prove to be informative and a valuable learning community building opportunity. 
Below are a few posters and teaching and learning charts that will be common across the classrooms and en-
sure instructional consistency for our students. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Term 1, Week 2 
Thursday 8th February 2018 

WHAT’S ON?  
February 
8 Prep Info Night 6.30-7.30pm 
8 Year 3/4 Info Night 7.30-8.30pm 
12 Getting to Know you Interviews 
13 Years 3/4/5/6 Swimming Carnival 
14 Getting to Know you Interviews 
22 School Photos—Whole School 
27 Sushi Day 
28 Year 3/4 Incursion—First Aid 
March 
12 Labour Day 
13-16 Year 5/6 Camp to Rumbug 
19-22 Year 3/4 Swimming 
23 Curriculum Day 

Stay Tuned for our  
Principal Award Winners 

 next week 

Compass Reminders 
 

Interschool Sport Permission—urgent 
Grades 3/4/5/6 Swimming Carnival—urgent 
Grade 5/6 Camp to Rumbug 
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Getting To Know You Meetings 
On Monday 12th and Wednesday 14th February we will be holding another important component of our start 
to the year procedures at Warranwood to ensure a smooth and effective transition for student learning this 
year. The GTKY meetings provide a chance to meet with all parents and students to build learning goals 
and find out about any important facts and requirements to support student growth and achievement.  
 
Teachers have already met with each other to share insights about students and have been reviewing files 
and notes to build understandings for each student in their new class for 2018. The opportunity to meet with 
parents and have you share your intimate knowledge of your child with them at the GTKY meeting is invalu-
able and again highlights to our student’s the importance of the partnership between home and school. 
Please book a time with your child’s teacher using Compass. 
 
NOISE CRAFT- Music Tuition at Warranwood 
Matt and his team of music teachers have started working with our students and it has been great to see so 
many enthusiastic and excited students heading off to learn a range of instruments. If you would like your 
child to learn an instrument please see the Information Flyer at the back of the newsletter. 
 
SCHOOL FEES AND VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS 
Thank you to everyone who has paid school fees and voluntary contributions. In an environment where 
school funding is increasingly under pressure we greatly appreciate, and need, the support of families. If the 
payment of school fees is an issue for your family please do not hesitate to contact me or Brigid if financial 
assistance is required. Payment plans are easy to work out. We keep our fees to a minimum, however the 
fees enable us to provide programs for all students, to support your children’s learning in the very best way 
we can. On the term fees you find a charge for Health and Wellbeing. This replaces the previous school 
nurse fee, and allows us to make that position flexible.  
 
School Council 
As mentioned last week we have now called for nominations for school council for a two year term from 
2018-2020. If you are interested please contact me and I will be only too happy to answer any questions. 
Nominations close next Thursday 15th of February. The nomination box is on the counter at the office and 
forms can be collected from the office or off the website. 
 
Working Bee- SUNDAY 4th of March 9-1.30pm- Please come along and join in! 
We would like to ask for volunteers to come along to our Term 1 Working Bee to make the day a great suc-
cess and to help improve our school environment. 
We will be working on a garden retaining system using rocks, between the Prep playground and the decking 
and giant chessboard to prevent the constant over flow of mulch and stone that spill onto the pathway lead-
ing up to the Prep area form Wellington Park Drive entry. On the day, we will also be sanding and preparing 
the stage decking ready for oiling. Other tasks will depend on the number of helpers present but may in-
clude weeding, planting, mulching, painting and even cleaning gutters.  
We will again have a parent sign up schedule to allow you to select the task you work on and how long you 
can stay for. Come for an hour or two or stay for the duration. The sign up schedule will be posted next 
week. 
 
We will have a sausage sizzle at 1.00pm and all students of families in attendance will receive a free 
SLURPEE voucher. 
 
 
Shane Harrop 
Principal Report 
 
ASSISTANT PRINICPAL REPORT 

Prep BBQ 
It was fantastic to see so many Prep families enjoying the ‘best-cooked’ sausages in town on Monday night. 
Our annual Prep BBQ aims to welcome our new families to the Warranwood PS community and it was cer-
tainly evident from the relaxed atmosphere that all enjoyed the night with many parents and children making 
new connections. Of course building home-school partnerships is a vital component of a successful educa-
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tion for all of our students.  Congratulations to our Prep team for a terrific night! 
 
Health Alert 
This year we have a new Prep student who has a compromised immune system and as such is at a high 
risk of infection when coming into contact with infectious diseases. We ask that parents be vigilant in con-
tacting the school immediately if your child has been diagnosed with any infectious disease so that we can 
minimise his risk of becoming seriously ill. These may include, but is not limited to, diseases such as Chick-
en Pox, Shingles, Slap Face, Measles, School Sores, Influenza, etc. 
 
Six Skills that Help Kids Succeed 
As previously mentioned, at Warranwood we value the partnership between school and home and em-
brace the notion that strong relational skills have a positive effect on students’ success at school. I recently 
came across the following article by leading parenting educator, Michael Grose, where he covers six im-
portant skills that can help students to succeed at school. Our RUin values and promotion of a positive 
mindset cover many aspects of these skills. This article has some great tips for parents and teachers alike.  
 
6 SKILL SETS THAT HELP KIDS SUCCEED BY MICHAEL GROSE 
When I was teaching, as I got to know the children at the start of the year, I was always on the lookout for 
factors others than academic ability. As a number of researchers have found, including Prof. Michael Ber-
nard author of the You Can Do It Program, children need more than a penchant for learning to succeed at 
school. There are a number of skill sets that contribute to children’s success over the long-term. They are 
skills that we neglect if we narrow our focus on numeracy, literacy, performing arts and other academic skill 
sets. They are also skill sets that can be taught, or at the very least drawn out, when we as adults know 
what to look for. 
 
Following are six skill sets that contribute massively to overall student success and contentedness at 
school. 
1. Friendship skills 
The ability to get along with others is hugely important for children. How quickly children settle into a new 
school year will be determined as much by their ability to make new friends and fit into a peer group, as 
any other factor. Those children with a strong set of friendship skills have a definite set of skills that makes 
them easy to like, easy to relate to and easy to play with. These skills include the ability to win and lose 
well; how to approach others to join in a group and how to lead rather than boss.  
2. Organising skills 
You can probably recall when you went to school a student who was really bright, but who let themselves 
down because they couldn’t organise themselves or others. The ability to organise your time, your space, 
your items and others is a massive plus for any student. Being organised extends beyond school, including 
at home and during leisure time. The best way to help children who are organisationally-challenged is to 
introduce them to systems and processes to help them organise themselves. These processes include the 
use of visual reminders; anchoring (i.e linking new behaviours to habitual behaviours) and mapping activi-
ties out. 
3. Optimism skills 
It may seem strange to see optimism as skill set, but as leading psychologist Prof. Martin Seligman discov-
ered through his research, optimism can be taught. Seligman found that while some children are more in-
clined by nature to see a glass as half empty than half full, all children are capable of developing an opti-
mistic explanatory style through exposure and direct teaching. The skills of optimism include being aware 
of self-talk, reframing negative events into positive effects and the practice of perspective-taking. 
4. Coping skills 
Kids will generally face a number of challenges during the course of their school lives including overcoming 
disappointment of missing being picked in a team; working their way through difficult learning situations 
and meeting with rejection. How stressful these situations will depend on their own spirit, the support they 
receive and their coping skills. The good news is that coping skills can be taught, or at the very least, en-
couraged, if adults know what to focus on. Coping strategies include parking problems for a while; normal-
ising a situation and accepting and moving on. Some kids will use coping strategies quite naturally, while 
others need parental input to help them cope with seemingly minor challenges. 
5. Relaxation skills 
The ability to relax and get away from it all is vital for the maintenance of mental health, which in turn, im-
pacts on a student’s ability to perform. Many of today’s kids live with pressure. That pressure needs to be 
released through relaxation and play, otherwise it just continues to build and it shows itself through anxiety 
and other mental illnesses. The ability to relax and unwind is paramount to your child’s school success. 
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Office News 
Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) 
If as at the 30th January 2018 you are a recipient  of a Health Care Card you are eligible to apply for CSEF 
Funding which is targeted towards Camps, Sports and Excursions.  If you received this funding last year you 
do not need to apply as the system will automatically update your details if you are eligible.  Application 
forms are available at the Office. 
 
Student Banking 
Student Banking resumes next Tuesday 13th February.  Once again thank you to Helen Matthews one of 
our lovely grandparent volunteers for continuing to be the coordinator in 2018. 
 
Compass 
Please ensure you log in and give permission for your child to attend the upcoming excursions, we would 
hate to see anyone miss out in participating in the Swimming Carnival, Interschool Sport or the Year 5/6 
Camp. 
 
Please remember to log your child’s absence before school starts, that way we have an accurate number of 
attendees in case of an Emergency.  
 
Brigid Campbell 
Business Manager 

Ways to unwind include getting lost in a hobby; learning how to meditate and enjoying creative pursuits. 
6. Relationship skills 
Children at school are involved in hundreds of social interactions every day ranging from working coopera-
tively with a peer in class through to asking a teacher for help. Most of the interactions go well, but there are 
times when there will be conflict and tension. This is when children with a solid set of communication and 
relationship skills honed through a myriad of sibling interactions come to the fore. They don’t become flum-
moxed when a child won’t give them what they want, or a child tells tales to the teacher about them. Children 
that come from very small families (two children or less) often don’t have experiences of conflict to draw on 
so they need to be taught how to give way graciously; to stand up for themselves assertively rather than an-
grily and to see two sides to a story rather than take things personally. There are many skills we can teach 
our kids to help them maintain healthy relationships at school, as well as in their families. 
These skill sets are part developmental and part environmental. That is, kids will naturally develop many 
skills as they mature. But also many of the skills need to be nurtured environmentally- that is, they need to 
be recognised, encouraged, taught and modelled by adults that children and teenagers respect and admire if 
children are to acquire them. That makes parents Very Important People in the acquisition process of these 
skill sets in children and young people. 
 
Yvonne Reid 
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         PE/SPORT NEWS, 2018       

Inter-school Sporting competition 

Friday 9 February vs Eastwood PS 

 

At WPS: 

Basketball Open & Girls (Chris)  

T Ball Open & Girls (Vicky & Syd) 

Sofrosse (Andrew) 

 

At EPS: 

Cricket Open & Girls (Natasha & Jacinta) 

Hot Shots Tennis  

Volleybounce (Anne) 

 

Summer Sport 

The 2018 year 5 and 6 students have made their nominations for the Inter-school Summer teams competition. There 

are 90 positions in total with the 74 Year 6 students being given opportunity to participate: 54 of which received their 

first choice and 20 students received their second choice. The remaining 16 positions were given to Year 5 students 

who are ready for involvement in the Senior School program. 

 

The sports are: T20 Blast cricket open and girls, Basketball open and girls, T Ball open and girls, Volleybounce, Hot 

Shots tennis and Sofcrosse. 

 

As there are 5 available teachers and 9 teams we are looking for parents to offer their assistance to coach and man-

age. Games are played from 9:30 am to 10:30 am on a Friday morning. 

                                                                                    

House Swimming Carnival 

The House Swimming Carnival is an all day event on Tuesday 13 February at Croydon Memorial Pool. It is a day to 

be a part of a House team and attempt to achieve as many points for your House as possible in whatever area of skill 

each student possesses.  

 

There are competitive 50 metre swims in freestyle, backstroke, breaststroke and butterfly which are timed and stu-

dents can not only gain place ribbons in these events but their performances may also grant them a position in the 

school District Swim team. (held on Monday 19 February at Tintern GS from 12:00 noon to 2:15pm). For those stu-

dents who are capable swimmers in any of the four strokes they can choose to swim the 25 metre distance for House 

points only. For the non-swimmers, novelty fun races will be held in the shallow pool and House points again will be 

handed out. Students are required to know the age they will be in 2018 as this will be the age group they will compete 

in.  

 

As it is a school event we expect that all students will be attendance and join in on the fun atmosphere of House com-

petition. Parent assistance on the day is appreciated. Please see me if you are willing to have an active role. Other-

wise your support is also great. 
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Congratulations to the students gaining House leadership positions: Eden: Tyler L, Luca P, Ella R, Megan S, Wellington: 

Zac P, Bailey, Ashlee W, Holly S, Wonga: Liam B, Brody, Lainey M, Grace J, Yarra: Matt D, Zac F, Maddi C, Chloe O. I 

look forward to working with you and assisting you with your role as a school leader. 

      

                                                                                    

 

 

PE teacher, 
Andrew Tonkin                                                                                                                                                   

 
2018 Canteen News & Roster 

 
Canteen will be having a Sushi Day on Tuesday 27th February. 

 
Sushi Day order forms have been sent home. Forms need to be filled in clearly with child’s 

name and grade. Forms need to be returned by Thursday 22nd February. 
 

Can parents please remind students (especially new Preps) that if they order an icy treat 
or hot drink from the canteen on their lunch order bag it will be underlined in blue and 
they need to bring their bag to the canteen and stand in the designated blue line sign to re-
ceive what they have ordered. 
 
Warm Regards,      
Megan Parker  

Canteen Roster, Term 1, 2018 

Date Volunteer Volunteer Volunteer 

Thursday, 8 February 2018 Lydia Aretis     

Friday, 9 February 2018 Mishelle Deylen Nicki Stevens Sue Budge 

Monday, 12 February 2018 Sylda Jones     

Tuesday, 13 February 2018 Sylda Jones     

Wednesday, 14 February 2018 Canteen Closed 

Thursday, 15 February 2018 Jessica Hollien     

Friday, 16 February 2018 Simone Simpson Beck Wheatley Jess Lancashire 

Monday, 19 February 2018 Adrian Doe     

Tuesday, 20 February 2018 Dee Halls     

Wednesday, 21 February 2018 Canteen Closed 

Thursday, 22 February 2018 Katie Bronstring     

Friday, 23 February 2018 Melinda Peatling Peta Pennell Volunteer Required 

Monday, 26 February 2018 Lee Stack Susan Skerry   

27/2/2018 SUSHI DAY 
Mishelle Deylen Jenny Brown Volunteer Required 

Sylda Jones Volunteer Required Volunteer Required 

Wednesday, 28 February 2018 Canteen Closed 

Thursday, 1 March 2018 Heather Jones Maureen Adams   

Friday, 2 March 2018 Christian Arsenis Kylie Donis Cheryl Butler 
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COMMUNITY DONATIONS 
 
If you shop at either of these Stores, then mention our School 
as they support us with donations.   
 
For Ritchie's IGA you need to complete a registration and 
nominate Warranwood Primary; Ritchie's then donate a per-
centage of sales to the School. 
 
For Rebel Sports, soon to merge with Amart, just mention War-
ranwood Primary and they also donate a percentage of sales 
to the School 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwivueaO2cHXAhXEopQKHU9DBSIQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westfield.co.nz%2Fstores%2Frebel-sport%2Fnz-rebel-sport&psig=AOvVaw3WH4p7LIjQr5q-Q7GjDQpz&ust=1510873331
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Community Notices 


