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WELCOME BACK SCHOOL FOR 
2019! 

Welcome to Junior School 2019! We hope 
you had a restful break and enjoyed the 
Summer holidays. The Year 1 and 2 
students are well into the swing of 
things. They've been setting up class 
norms and expectations, as well as 
getting to know their new classmates. 
This year we welcome Vicky Papadakis, 
Alison McMenamin and Lauren Curwood to 
the 1/2 team alongside Dylan Sendeckyj, 
Ashleigh Franklin and Anita Saliba. 

COMPASS 

Please remember to log on to Compass to 
enter any absences for your child. 
Permission forms are also organised 
through Compass. 

ARRIVAL AT SCHOOL 

Classes are open for students to 
independently prepare themselves and 
their belongings for the day ahead at 
8.45am. Lessons begin at 9.00am. A 
reminder also that if your child arrives at 
school after 9.10am you will need to sign 
them in at the office so they can be 
included on Compass. 

WATER BOTTLES AND FRUIT/
VEGETABLES 

As the weather heats up we recommend 
all students have a fresh bottle of water 
on their table every day. Each class 
designates time throughout the day for 
fruit. We encourage students to have a 
piece of fruit or vegetable during this 
time. 

HATS 

Now that Term 1 has begun and the 
warmer weather is upon us, it is crucial 
that students have their hats at school. 
In order to be Sunsmart students must 
wear their hats when outside. We 
encourage them to leave their hats at 
school on their bag hooks, ready for the 
next day. Students are also welcome to 
bring their own sunscreen to school on 
sunny days. They will need to apply this 
themselves. 



BANKING 

School banking commences on Tuesdays 
so don't forget to send your child’s bank 
book along. 

TISSUES 

To assist with sniffles and runny noses it 
would be greatly appreciated if parents 
could send along one boxes of tissues 
for Semester 1. 

HOMEWORK 

Students will soon be getting their take 
home books. They are encouraged to 
read their take home books every night. 
We emphasise to students that reading 
should be fun and will help their learning, 
so choosing ‘Good Fit’ books is important. 

Students will also receive a spelling list 
based on a THRASS sound each week. 
This will supplement the classroom 
spelling activities they are doing. 

COMMUNICATION POUCHES 

Each student has their own 
Communication Pouch. These pouches will 
contain their Reading Diary, a Spelling 
Homework book, take home books and 
any notices. Spelling words will be given 
fortnightly on Mondays and tested the 
following Monday. Please help your child 
to focus on both the reading and spelling 
of the Oxford Words in the alternate 
weeks. You will receive a sheet of 
Oxford Words that will be pasted into 
the back of your child’s homework book. 

READING 

Students are encouraged to read every 
day at home. The more they read, the 
better readers they become, so it’s 
important that parents put aside some 
time each night to listen to their child 
read. After reading, please fill out your 
child’s Reading Diary with the title of 
the book and a short comment. Teachers 
will check the diaries on a regular basis. 
Students have been given a ‘Good Fit’ 
book box which is kept at school for the 
year. They are allowed to bring books, 
magazines or comics from home to read 
during independent reading time. Please 
ensure any material from home is 
labelled. 

HELPING AT HOME 

It is important to establish a consistent 
homework routine. Here are some tips to 
involve your child in learning at home: 
- talk together about daily events 
- check Communication Pouch for any 

notices 
- read and discuss the take home book 

and write the title of the book in the 
diary every day 

- revise spelling lists and Oxford words 
- play games that involve numbers 
- give small jobs or responsibilities at 

home 



FOOD ALLERGIES 

Please advise your class teacher if your 
child has food allergies or if there are 
foods you would prefer them not to eat. 
A number of students in our school 
community are anaphylactic. Parents are 
requested not to include any nut or egg 
products in lunches to avoid potentially 
fatal reactions. Please remind your child 
NOT to share food or buy food for each 
other from the canteen. 

INFORMATION NIGHT 

This year, our Junior School Information 
Night will be held on Wednesday 13th of 
February from 6-7pm. We will be 
meeting in Rooms 13 and 14 to discuss 
the Level 1 and 2 curriculum, 
expectations and organisation. The 
teachers will be available to answer any 
questions you may have. We look forward 
to seeing you there! 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU 
INTERVIEWS 

Getting To Know You Interviews are a 
great opportunity to speak with your 
child’s teacher to share necessary 
information and learning goals for the 
year. 
These interviews will be held on Monday 
18th and Tuesday 19th of February. A 
parent questionnaire has been sent home 
to help the teacher gain a better 
understanding of your child. Please 
return these forms prior to the meeting. 
Bookings will soon be available on 
Compass. 

CLASSROOM HELPERS 

We always appreciate the time and 
support you have for our classroom help 
programs. If you would like to volunteer 
please let your child’s teacher know. 

CLASS REPRESENTATIVES 

If you are interested in being a Class 
Rep please notify your child’s teacher as 
soon as possible. (This can be a shared 
role). Thank you to those who have 
already volunteered to be Class Reps. 



VISUAL ARTS - JEENAH 
METCALFE 

This term is aimed at building knowledge 
and skills in using the elements of art 
(colour, shape, line, pattern, value, form 
and texture) with a particular focus on 
the way warm and cool colours, different 
values of colour and regular and irregular 
shapes are used to tell a story through 
art. They will be introduced to the heart 
themed artwork of American artist Jim 
Dine and encouraged to examine the ways 
in which he uses colours and shapes to 
express ideas. Students will create their 
own HEART ART and fill the school with 
gorgeous heart themed works of art that 
express their own thoughts and feelings. 
I can’t wait to see the results! All 
activities are aimed at building self-
confidence and independence and of 
course having fun exploring different 
materials  and techniques.  

PERFORMING ARTS - 
JACINTA O’LEARY 

FOCUS – FILM FESTIVAL -DRAMA & 
MEDIA – Students will be making their 
own Short Film to be included as part of 
this years JUNIOR SCHOOL SHORT 
FILM FESTIVAL to be held on Monday 
27th May. All students will study the 
process of short film movie making and 
explore the various genres such as 
drama, action, fantasy, comedy, sci fi…
etc. Each student will work in small mixed 
gender and age groups to create an idea 
for a film plot, then improvise the idea, 
script it, cast it and then start 
rehearsing it. Next term they will 
discuss and explore the filming and media 
aspects such as camera angles, locations, 
sound effects,  music and editing.  



JAPANESE - TANYA BARLOW 

こんにちは!（Konnichiwa）Welcome to 
2019 Year of the Boar. This term the 
Junior School students will be focussing 
on a unit of work about  BIRTHDAYS. 
They will present information about 
themselves, their family and their 
favourite things using modelled language.  
They’ll learn how  to say the months of 
the year, their own birthday month and 
ask someone else when their birthday is. 
They will also recognise and begin to 
write the months of the year in kanji 
characters. Students will demonstrate 
their comprehension through role play, 
actions or drawing. Junior School 
students will be preparing a year level 
dance for Japanese Day on Wednesday 
27th March. Please mark the date in  
your diaries and start planning your 
costumes! 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION - 
ANDREW TONKIN        

The PE program will promote fitness, 
being active and following a healthy 
lifestyle. Students will be developing 

fundamental motor skills and elements of 
movement to help them work 

cooperatively in active pursuits and apply 
rules fairly. Students will be encouraged 

to use social skills when working with 
others and practices to keep themselves 
safe and healthy in different situations 

and activities. Minor games will be 
introduced and concepts of teamwork 
and encouragement will be developed 

throughout the year. 



February 

Wednesday 13th - 1/2 Information Night 6-7pm 

Wednesday 13th - Life Ed 9.30-10.30am 

Monday 18th - Getting To Know You Interviews 3.50-8pm 

Tuesday 19th - Getting To Know You Interviews 3.50-5.30pm 

Thursday 21st - Whole School Photos 

March 

Monday 11th - Labour Day (NO SCHOOL) 

Tuesday 12th - Curriculum Day 

Wednesday 27th - Japanese Day 

END OF TERM 4 

April 5th - 2.30 Finish 

TERM 4 DIARY DATES






