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Warranwood  
Primary School 

www.warranwood.vic.edu.au 

Term 3, Week 9 
Thursday 10th September 2020 

Principal’s Report 
 

Welcome News!- Getting Back to School 
 
Earlier this week we were informed of the next phase of the way back to a more positive and safe way of life and 
out of Stage 4 restrictions. This will initially look like it did back in Term 2 with our Prep-Year 2 students again 
coming back to school full time for face to face learning. Our Year 3-Year 6 students will be a little while longer it 
appears, and they will continue to learn online. There will still be a number of modifications in place as there 
were last time with designated entry gates where students walk to class and kiss and wave goodbye to mum and 
dad at the gate. Hand cleaning routines and optional mask wearing allowed. Students will not come together for 
assemblies or large groupings and work mainly in their class groupings. Extra cleaning routines will again be im-
plemented! We will communicate further advice about this process and the changes to permitted worker children 
allowances as they come to hand in the coming weeks.  
 
We are all looking forward to the day that we have all of our students back at Warranwood and are able to see 
and hear them again in the classrooms and playgrounds. Teachers, ES and office staff are all excited to wel-
come them back and help them feel connected and confident back at school. Personally I can’t wait to feel the 
energy our students bring to our Warranwood community.  
 
The Victorian Government website Coronavirus (COVID-19) roadmap to reopening includes a summary of the 
steps to be taken by date, subject to health advice. The first step (expanded social interaction) applies only to 
Metropolitan Melbourne. 
The Department of Health and Human Services website includes frequently asked questions about Victoria’s re-
striction levels. 
 

R U OK DAY 
 
Over the next month make a plan to call someone different each day and 
just spend 10 minutes listening to how they sound and feel. This sense of 
community and connectedness they feel could very well be the difference 
in how they rest at night and build a sense hope moving forward. Checking 
in opens up opportunities to share the journey and build connections which 
could very well be fractured during this challenging time. Reach out to each 
other Warranwood! 
 

Whole School Assembly Change of TIME to Wednesday 
16

th
 of September at 3pm.  

 
The link to our online assembly will be shared early next week and I am excited to say we have worked through 
the teething issues and should have a wonderful opportunity to bring our community together as a whole. 
 

Whole School Footy Day will be in Term 4 this Year due to 
the Change in the season dates! 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.vic.gov.au/roadmap
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/victorias-restriction-levels-covid-19
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Planning for 2021 Don’t faint!! 
 

PARENT STUDENT CLASS COMMUNITY PLACEMENT INFORMATION 
Can you believe we are at this time of year already? 
This year has presented many unique and diverse learning experiences for students, parents and teachers 
across the world, our country and here in Warranwood. Students learn at different rates across the curriculum 
and throughout varied stages of their lives for a range of reasons. As learning and teaching professionals our 
dedicated and capable staff and in fact the entire education profession across schools in Victoria will continue 
to measure where students are and then plan specific learning sequences to have them grow the next part of 
their journey and then evaluate that learning and restart the process again to build student skills, understand-
ings and proficiencies. Learning will indeed continue to be all about Learning for Life! 
 
In term 4 our teachers will spend considerable time constructing classes for next year. Students are placed by 
staff in class groupings best suited to their learning needs. Many factors are considered to create classes that 
are balanced – academic, social and behavioural factors, along with teachers’ knowledge of students. This 
process is not about placing children with their friends but creating positive learning communities across the 
school for everyone’s benefit. In fact, evidence clearly suggests students who have wider relational networks 
make greater gains and experience less anxiety throughout transitional stages of their lives. 
  
The class structure at Warranwood for 2021 will again be Prep (Foundation), Junior School (Year 1/2), Middle 
School (Year 3/4) and Senior School (Year 5/6). A copy of our Class Formation Policy is attached in the Con-
nect. As per this policy, if you have information of social or educational significance that you wish to be 
taken into consideration by teachers as class lists are prepared, please provide that information in 
writing to Shane-Principal (not class teachers) as soon as possible. While taken into considera-
tion, we can of course not guarantee that your request will be met. I encourage you to read the policy 
and contact me if you have any queries. Please note that requests for specific teachers will not and can 
not be considered.  
 
Classes are structured around the needs of ALL students. Teachers are then matched to classes, considering 
a range of factors. Teachers also move from one area to another as part of their professional development 
and because we have different number of classes at each level each year. It is therefore not possible/
practical/fair to include into this mix the demands/requests of parents for specific teachers. This is an im-
portant part of our process and I wish to draw everyone’s attention to this aspect as although we understand 
that some parents would feel their child would be better having another year with a specific teacher this re-
quest cannot and will not be considered for a vast range of reasons. 
 
Please understand it is essential that all letters of request are about student needs and not about direct teach-
er allocation as this will only end in disappointment and will not be considered. 
 
Please forward any information to me by letter by Friday 16th of October. 
 
 

PREP ENROLMENTS FOR 2021 ENROL NOW! 
 
Can any families with a prep child for 2021 please drop by the office to collect enrolment forms asap from 
Sue.  We would appreciate enrolment forms being returned asap to assist with our planning and preparations 
for the Prep classes in 2021. We look forward to welcoming our newest community members at our special 
transition sessions to be held in Term 4. These may look different to other years depending upon Covid re-
strictions at the time but we have been busy with planning alternative ideas to ensure our newest students are 
provided with quality opportunities to be familiar with their school- including the people and places in it. 
 

Shane Harrop  
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assistant Principal’s Report 
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National eSmart Week 2020: giving our youth the tools to stay cyber-safe 

This week is National eSmart Week from 6-12 September, in line with National Child Protection Week. National 
eSmart Week is a week where schools and libraries around Australia come together to promote cyber safety and 
positive online connections. I thought it timely to include these simple tips to assist with the use of technology at 
home. Translating what we already know to cyberspace. Already with too much on your plates, we can’t expect 
every parent to sit at their children’s side every second they are online. We have work and other obligations. And 
while we need to supervise what they do, we also need to find ways to do this without having to earn a Ph.D. in 
computer science. This has been particularly evident with our recent Home Learning experiences. Never did we 
expect, as a parent we would have such exposure to our child’s Online Home Learning as we have in recent 
times. How can we take what our grandparents taught our parents and our parent taught us and apply it to cyber-
space? It’s easier than you think. Keeping your children safe online isn’t about technology, it’s about common 
sense and communication. 
 
Don't talk to or accept anything from strangers. Online, everyone is a stranger. And one of the fun things is being 
able to talk with children from Australia or Hong Kong. So we need to teach our children how to talk to strangers 
safely, and keep them from talking to them outside of a monitored setting. You also must teach them that anyone 
can masquerade as anyone else online. The "12-year-old" girl they have been talking to may prove to be forty-
five year old man. It's easy for our children to spot an adult in a schoolyard, but not as easy to do the same in cy-
berspace.  
 
Come straight home after school. Parents over the generations have always known that children can get into 
trouble when they wander around after school. Wandering aimlessly online isn't any different. Allowing your chil-
dren to spend unlimited time online, surfing aimlessly, is asking for trouble. If they are just surfing randomly, set a 
time limit. You want them to come home after they're done, to human interaction and family activities (and home-
work).  
 
Don't provoke fights. Trying to provoke someone in cyberspace is called "flaming." It often violates the "terms of 
service" of your online service provider and will certainly get a reaction from other people online - a bad one, and 
you certainly don’t want that. Flaming matches can be heated, long and extended battles, moving from a chat 
room or discussion group to e-mail quickly. If your child feels that someone is flaming them, they should tell you 
and the moderator in charge right away and get offline or surf another area. They shouldn't try to defend them-
selves or get involved in retaliation. It's a battle they can never win.  
 
Don’t steal. While downloading music without paying for it, and copying a friend’s computer game or software 
may be common these days, it’s still wrong. It’s very important that we teach our children how to behave well 
online. Just because they can take things without paying for them doesn’t mean they should. And it also doesn’t 
mean we should turn a blind eye to what they do online, even if it means we save some money in the process. 
We need to teach our children that being a good citizen means following the rules and laws even if some others 
don’t and even if we think we can get away with it.  
 
Don't tell people personal things about yourself. You never really know who you're talking to online. And even if 
you think you know who you are talking to, there could be strangers lurking and reading your posts without letting 
you know that they are there. Don't let your children put personal information on profiles or away messages. It's 
like writing your personal diary on a billboard. 
  
With children especially, sharing personal information puts them at risk. Make sure your children understand what 
you consider personal information, and agree to keep it confidential online and everywhere else. 
 
Also teach them not to give away information at Web sites, in order to register or enter a contest, unless they ask 
your permission first. And, before you give your permission, make sure you have read the Web site's privacy poli-
cy, and that they have agreed to treat your personal information, and your child's, responsibly. 
 
We need to get to know your friends. Get to know their online friends, just as you would get to know their friends 
in everyday life. Talk to your children about where they go online, and who they talk to. Don't just set up the com-
puter in the corner of their bedroom, and leave them to surf alone. Take a look at their computer monitor every 
once in awhile; it keeps them honest.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
HERE ARE SOME PREVENTION TIPS YOU CAN DISCUSS WITH YOUR CHILD TO HELP THEM HAVE SAF-
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ER GAMING EXPERIENCES: 

Year 3–4(Ages 8–10) 

 Play single player mode 

 Turn off chat and direct message functions 

 If someone starts asking strange questions, always tell a trusted adult 

 Remember, you always have the right to feel safe and it is always okay to say no. 

Year 5–6(Ages 10–12) 

 Only play online in closed groups with friends – avoid public servers 

 If you do play with people you don’t know, keep the chat about the game only 

 If you hear things that upset you or that are confusing, always tell a trusted adult 

 Remember, you always have the right to feel safe and it is always okay to say no. 

 
There are many more just as simple as these. When we tell you it’s not about technology, it’s about parent-
ing and teaching our children solid values of right and wrong, this is what we mean. And it's worth the effort. 
When our children surf the Internet, they are learning skills that they will need for their future. They become 
explorers in cyberspace, where they explore ideas and discover new information. Also, because there is no 
race, gender or disability online, the Internet is the one place where our children can be judged by the quality 
of their ideas, rather than their physical attributes.  
 
While your children may know more about the technology, you know more about what’s right about life. Sit 
at their side while they compute when you can. It will help you set rules that make sense for your child. It 
also gives you an unexpected benefit...you'll get a personal computing lesson from the most affordable com-
puter expert you know! Please find attached a link for further information:  https://www.esafety.gov.au/
parents/online-safety-guide. 
Teach them what you know, and if you’re lucky enough…they may teach you what they know too! 
 
Suzanne Kot 
Assistant Principal 
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Community Notices 

COMMUNITY DONATIONS 
 
If you shop at either of these Stores, then mention our School as they support us with donations.   
 
For Ritchie's IGA you need to complete a registration and nominate Warranwood Primary; Ritchie's then 
donate a percentage of sales to the School. 
 
For Rebel Sports, soon to merge with Amart, just mention Warranwood 
Primary and they also donate a percentage of sales to the School 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwivueaO2cHXAhXEopQKHU9DBSIQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westfield.co.nz%2Fstores%2Frebel-sport%2Fnz-rebel-sport&psig=AOvVaw3WH4p7LIjQr5q-Q7GjDQpz&ust=1510873331

