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Warranwood  
Primary School 

www.warranwood.vic.edu.au 

Term 1, Week 8 
Thursday 17th March 2022 

WHAT’S ON? 

March 
18 Senior School Camp 
20   Working Bee 
25   Slime Run 
April 
4 Curriculum Day 
5 School Council 

8 Last day of Term 1—
2.30pm finish 

25 Anzac Day 
26  Term 2 begins 
 

Principal’s Report 
 
Lot’s happening at Warranwood this week! 
Working Bee Sunday 
What a huge fun filled week ahead of us we have at Warranwood. Sunday will 
see our first chance to get together again for our working bee in 12 months to 
help make much needed grounds improvements and maintenance for our 
community. Our school grounds have been a much-needed haven over the 
past 24 months for families across our community with our playgrounds, oval, 
courts, picnic tables and spaces along with the synthetic track providing much 
needed come together spaces for students and families. We have been very 
proud to be able to offer this type of support throughout. We really want to ap-
peal to everyone that can spare an hour or two on Sunday to sign up and 
come along and help with a project on the day. You will be greatly welcome. Please use the sign-up schedule 
link below to sign up and speak with Tash Walden or Kate Fernando on Sunday morning. 
 
https://signupschedule.com/warranwoodps 
 
HARMONY DAY AT WARRANWOOD 
Next Wednesday the 23rd of March we will be holding our Harmony Day celebration and we 
are encouraging students to wear something orange and we will also be holding a whole 
school picnic on the oval with each year level forming concentric circles around the oval. 
We are hoping to source a drone to be able to help us get an aerial photo of the picnic to 
help celebrate our Harmony Day event. If you know of someone who could help with sourc-
ing a drone please contact me as I would love to be able to capture our community efforts 
to share. 
 
SLIME RUN FUN and Fundraising Target for our SUNSMART COURTYARD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Life Education Van - 
this Incursion has been  
rescheduled to Term 2 

due to lack of Educators 
for the Life Ed Van 

 
 

https://signupschedule.com/warranwoodps
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On Friday  25th March we will be holding our 2022 SLIME RUN and trying to raise funds to help with our mas-
ter plan project of covering the courtyard with shade sails to create a wonderful Sunsmart space for outdoor 
learning and playing for our students. We were very lucky to access the shade sail grant at the end of last year 
for 25K and still need another 15K to enable us to meet the objective of having the courtyard covered.   
 
Students can wear a white or old shirt and shorts on the day to school rather than uniform as this will prevent 
them needing to change at school after lunch for the fun of the slime run. Remember to bring a towel and hat 
for the run. Please encourage students to ask relatives, family friends and close neighbours to sponsor their 
run and help us get to our target and be able to cover our courtyard.  
 
Students will all be provided with SLIME RUN glasses to protect their eyes and parents are very welcome to 
come along and watch the fun and get some hilarious family photo snaps of the kids slimed. Thanks to Their-
Care our Outer School Hours Care provider will be running a sausage sizzle on the afternoon for an easy 
snack after school for the kids. 
 
2021 Warranwood Annual Report 
I will be submitting our 2021 Annual report to our school council before the next meeting on Tuesday 5th of 
April at 6.30-7.00pm and then publishing the full report on our website for community access, and also sharing 
to all family members through Compass as part of our compliance and reporting protocols. I thought it would 
be nice to share some components as a sneak peek this week to share a few foci of the report including our 
Learning Achievement, Engagement Successes and Wellbeing progress. The report uses a range of data to 
support evidence and observations including Teacher Victorian Curriculum Judgements, Naplan results from 
Year 3 and Year 5 in 2022 along with Student Attitude to school survey, Parent and staff satisfaction surveys 
results and attendance at school data. The data is standardised by DET and then compared and contrasted 
with the State Average and Similar Schools deemed comparable to Warranwood. 
 
Learning Achievement 
Despite the challenges of 2021, Teacher Judgement of Warranwood students’ progress from Prep to Year 6 
continued to show strong academic and social and emotional growth during the year, with results well above 
Similar Schools, and the state average in all areas of English and Mathematics and importantly Wellbeing. 
These results include 93.6% of Warranwood students performing at or above the expected standard in English 
and 96.6% of students at or above the expected standard in Mathematics. There was strong learning focus 
over 2021 where 89% of students achieved at least the one year’s learning growth in Literacy and 91% in Nu-
meracy, including 11% of students achieving more than a year’s learning growth in Literacy and 9% in Numer-
acy across the school. This was due to the improved teacher capacity for data analysis and planning for indi-
vidual needs and the School Improvement Team implementing a consistent Remote Learning Platform across 
the school, with SeeSaw used in Junior School and Google Classrooms in Middle and Senior School from the 
beginning of Remote Learning. Ongoing reflection and community feedback supported teh school in making 
adjustments to meet students and community needs. 
 
2021 Naplan results across Reading were outstanding with Warranwood Year 3 students performing far better 
than similar schools at 86.7%, and the state average with 91.5% of Warranwood students in top three bands. 
In Year 5 Reading, students performed far better than similar schools at 79.5%  and the state average also 
with 89.6% of Warranwood students in the top three bands. Numeracy results were also very positive with 
Year 3 Warranwood students performing at 77.6% in top three bands and ahead of similar schools at 77%, 
also above the state average. Year 5 numeracy results were well above similar schools at 69.7% and the state 
average with 72.9% of Warranwood students in the top three bands.  
 
The High Learning Gain for students from Year 3 in 2019 to Year 5 in 2021 was significantly higher than that of 
similar schools with Warranwood performing at 38% in Reading compared to similar schools at 26%. High 
learning gain in Numeracy was at 51% compared to similar schools at 22%.  Writing high learning gain scored 
at 28% compared to similar  schools at 25%. Student high learning gain for Grammar and Punctuation at War-
ranwood was 55% compared to similar schools at 23%. As you can see Warranwood students have performed 
well. 
 
Engagement 
Attendance data shows that Warranwood’s student attendance rate across all levels of the school is 93% with 
average student days absent at 14.1 days in 2021. This is better than state average and very close to our simi-
lar school average.  This will continue to be a focus for us in improving our average days absent in 2022. The 
COMPASS learning management software continues to provide comprehensive student data and allows the 
school to respond to needs of families with significant student absences. A small cohort of students have a 
high level of absence which affects attendance data significantly and school engagement protocols and pro-
cesses have made significant improvements in supporting students and families feel able to attend more regu-
larly. Our school student counsellor has been a great asset in this engagement relationship and home school 
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partnerships. Work continues with these families to assist them to build a greater understanding for how their 
holiday and absence choices impact on student learning and relational confidence for their children. The de-
velopment of special absence learning plans and Student Support Groups for students who miss a percent-
age of any term has been implemented to improve the focus and application of learning supports for these 
students and families to meet attendance targets 
 
 
Wellbeing 
Warranwood PS community takes great pride in and places a significant focus on the importance of commu-
nity wellbeing for all students, teachers and community members as we understand the correlation of the re-
lationship between wellbeing, learning and positive risk taking so students feel safe to make mistakes and 
embrace a growth mindset. The extent and quality of student wellbeing initiatives and approaches in place at 
Warranwood Primary School effectively lead to a school culture that is based on strong, consistent and re-
spectful relationships at a local classroom level, across the school, and throughout the school community. 
The annual Student Connectedness to School survey was again conducted in 2021 and clearly demonstrated 
how highly Warranwood students view and feel about their collective wellbeing, relationships and safety at 
school. Student survey results show Warranwood performs far higher than state and similar schools in their 
sense of connectedness at 86.1% positive endorsement in 2021 compared to 79.3% similar schools and 
79.5% for state average. The vast array of student voice and agency approaches in place such as Buddy 
Programs, Leadership Programs, curriculum initiative focus groups, Greenology and our unique Connect 
Groups across the school provide many rich opportunities to deliver wide and varied personal development 
experiences for students to cross connect and develop relationships with students in different classes and 
grades building learning communities. These opportunities have assisted students with their internal transi-
tions as well as the transition to secondary school. 
 
A key improvement strategy in all areas is the emphasis on relationship programs including Restorative Jus-
tice, school values, School Wide Positive Behaviours, Respectful Relationships, Mindfulness, Positive Educa-
tion and the work of our school-based Student Welfare Officer. The school values program RUIn (Respect 
Understanding Integrity) has had significant impact across the school, with these values now providing a 
structure for school norms and the implementation of effective and positive student management. The blend-
ing of the Respectful Relationships and School Wide Positive Behaviours programs with Positive Education 
domains into wellbeing programs and relational approaches further support our students to flourish as resili-
ent and capable community members. 
 
Well done Warranwood on your collective work and successes over the last year. As parents, teachers, and 
students you have done a great job. We will look to reset our targets and aim higher in 2022 and jump back 
into the learning pit together and meet the next set of challenges. I look forward to sharing the full Annual Re-
port after it is tabled on the 5th of April in the last week. 
 
PREP and STUDENT ENROLMENTS FOR 2023 ENROL NOW! 
Families with a prep child in 2023 are invited to please contact the office to book a personal tour with Shane 
or and collect enrolment forms.  If you know of a neighbour or friend, we would love you to recommend us to 
them and encourage them to book a personal tour to find out WHY WARRANWOOD IS A GREAT FIT FOR 
THEIR CHILD.  
 
2023 PREP INFORMATION NIGHT 
Our 2023 Prep Information evening is on Wednesday 18th of May at 7pm in the Library. Please come along 
and hear from our Prep team about life as a Prep at Warranwood. We will be discussing all the essential 
need to know items and also available to chat individually after the presentation. You will also be able speak 
with our Specialist teachers and student leaders about how school works on the night 
 
Shane Harrop 
Principal 
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Assistant Principal’s Report 
 
ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BEING A PART OF THE REVIEW OF OUR STUDENT REPORTS? 
If you are then continue reading: 

 
We are looking to conduct a review on the way we communicate/present our student reports on Tuesday 
29th of March at 7.15 pm. This meeting will be conducted with the Education Sub-committee members as 
part of School Council and any other interested community members. Alison McMenamin will be leading the 
meeting to consider your thoughts and ideas. 
 
Once completed, we can review the suggestions and implications to establish the format for Semester One 
reporting to begin set up at the start Term 2. Please be mindful that all staff, parent and legal requirements 
need to be considered to establish the best move forward in our reporting and assessment processes. 
 
If you are interested in being a part of this process please email me, Suzanne and I will forward some pre 
reading material for you so you can come prepared with your ideas and wonderings. 
Thank you. 
 
PLANNING WEEK 
Each term our teachers have the opportunity to meet together for the day as a team to plan the curriculum for 
our students for the following term.  These days happen once a term and are scheduled at the end of the 
term to minimise disruptions to the students’ learning time.  The planning day is a valuable day for the teach-
ers to reflect on the recent term, discuss your children’s needs and plan for what lies ahead.  Quality learning 
only happens with thorough and purposeful planning. The timetable for the week is altered to accommodate 
this organisational matter and involves each level working with the specialist’s teachers for the day.  Follow-
ing is the schedule for this term and each team’s day:  

Monday 28th March, Junior School Team (1 /2) 
Tuesday 29th March, Middle School Team (3/4)  
Wednesday 30th  March, Prep Team and 
Thursday 31st March Senior School Team (5 /6)  

This schedule is provided so that you can inform your child to ensure they are aware of the changes happen-
ing during that week.  
 
CAN YOU REMEMBER WHAT YOU DID TODAY? 
Many times parents have no idea how their child spends the day at school even though you may ask “What 
Did You Do at School Today?” The common response is nothing, sound familiar.  Below are some ques-
tions which may assist with providing more detailed responses. Give them a go you may be surprised: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Suzanne Kot 
Assistant Principal 
 
 

 

 

What was the best thing you did at 
school today? 

• What was the most interesting thing your 

teacher said today? 

• What class expectations did your teacher 

say are important? 
What did your teacher say she likes to 

do? 

• What were most kids doing at recess? 

• What was the best game at recess? 
What did you talk about at recess? 

• Who did you enjoy talking with the most? 
Did anyone have anything fun or inter-

esting to talk about? 

• Who did you enjoy talking with the most? 
What was the best thing your teacher 

asked you to do today? 

• Who sat near you at lunch? 

• What were the other kids eating for 

lunch? 
What was the funniest thing someone 

said at lunch? 
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Wellbeing News 
Hello Warranwood families!!  
 
All students have been working hard and looking at social-emotional wellbeing through the lens of friendship.  
This month, we’ve been zooming in on COURAGE…  
 
We believe courage is when we feel butterflies, but do it anyways – because it’s the right thing to do. This 
might look like inviting a new friend to join the handball game, letting our friend know they hurt our feelings, or 
apologizing to a friend for not listening to their ideas. 
 
While courage can feel easy for some children and incredibly difficult for others, the great news is that 
it is a skill that can be taught. Like a muscle, courage can grow when we practise – through little mo-
ments of bravery in our friendships. 
 
As an anxiety expert, Karen Young, describes: “Courage isn’t about something magical that happens inside us 
to make us ‘not scared’. It’s about something magical that happens inside us to make us push through fear, 
self-doubt, anxiety, and do the things that feel hard or risky or frightening. Sometimes, courage only has to 
happen for seconds at a time – just long enough to be brave enough.” 
 
So, enjoy our URSTRONG Courage Freebie to spark a conversation around courage, bravery, and inner-
strength. Ask your child: “What does it mean to grow up & become who you really are?” Get them to share ex-
amples of how they are courageous in their friendships. Show them this gorgeous video from CBC Small Talk 
on “Being Normal”. 
 
Let’s all work together to create a community of courageous Friendship Ninjas! 

https://www.heysigmund.com/building-courage-in-kids/
https://urstrong.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/URS-FJ22-03-Courage-Freebie-1.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EN9xRBUHJ6U
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Visual Arts  
News—March 2022 

 
Our students are creating meaningful, imaginative and process based art through col-
laboration and tapping into imagination and personal experience to generate ideas. 
These pieces will be stored at school until the Spring Fair Art Show and brought home 
afterwards.    
 
Junior School 
Inspired by Indigenous artist Thanakupi, students are pounding and shaping clay 
plates to hold their ideas and special memories. The kids loved using water and tools 
to etch and smooth their design. These will be painted and varnished in coming 
weeks.  

 
 
Middle School  
Technique development. Rolling, rolling, rolling… 
balls of clay in many sizes along with Wet, and wig-
gle and twist and stick. Students are applying these 
skills to air-drying clay. The gentle hum in the room 
when the students work with their imaginations and 
clay creates such a fantastic atmosphere. These pieces  
will be painted and varnished in the coming weeks. 
 
 
 

Senior School 
Students experimented with Shibori and reflected on: What worked? What didn’t? 
What will I do differently next time? Collaboratively they are learning through their 
own and others’ experiences. They have tied up their ‘keepsake’ pieces ready for 
dying. A reminder to students who took materials home to tie their piece up 
that they are needed back in week 9 after camp to be dyed. 
 
Community Art Warrandyte Festival is on this weekend March 19-20th. A family 
friendly event including visual arts delights such as the opening parade, an art 
show, market stalls, food, music, billy cart racing and much more. For more infor-
mation visit https://warrandytefestival.org/     Warrandyte Festival Program 
 
Jeenah Metcalfe 

Sporting News 
 

Wellington gets their Man! 
Wow we Sandra Dee! What a successful term we have had in all sporting competi-
tions. At the time of writing we have been able to secure the Basketball Boys, Soft-
crosse and Cricket Boys titles for the Ringwood District and if results go our way 
the Teeball Girls and the Summer Championship could be won once again.  
 
In PE sessions students have been building on their fitness levels and improving 
stamina for the annual House Cross Country Carnival which is set to be held in 
week 2 of Term 2. Wellington has been making some changes in house, by training 
on Wednesday’s at lunchtime in an attempt to climb up the house ladder. They 
have also been able to land an off-field coup in the lead up to the carnival. 
 
Wellington leader Kerry Robinson and the house captains have had enough of being recent cellar dwellers and 
are set on changing their fortunes by improving their off-field position. Wellington  has been in deep conversation 
with Chris Turner, with reports suggesting after the recent swimming success the once staunch Yarra leader 
could be looking for a new challenge in yellow. Could this be the move that sees Wellington scale the heights to 
championship glory? Will Wellington shock the Warranwood community and win it all in Term 2? Am I having too 
much fun writing these reports?  Watch this space… 
Yours in sport, 
Dylan Sendeckyj 

https://warrandytefestival.org/
https://www.manningham.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-03/Warrandyte%20Festival%20Program%202022.pdf
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Canteen News & Roster 
 

HOT CROSS BUN DAY – Tuesday 5
th

 April 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Canteen is having a HOT CROSS BUN DAY on Tuesday 5th April. Buns will be at morning recess.  
Fruit & Choc Chip buns from Bakers Delight are being offered on the day. We also have available Gluten 
Free Fruit and Gluten Free Chocolate Buns and our Vegan option is the Fruit Hot x Bun from Bakers Delight. 
Buttered Hot x Buns will be heated. 
 
Please order online through Qkr by 10am Tuesday 29th March or alternatively print a paper copy from 
Compass and return to school with correct money by Tuesday 29th March. 
 
For this day Lunch orders and over the counter sales for snack items will operate as usual. 
 
Below is the current roster, if you can help out on any days, please message me on 0419-387-370. 
 
Warm Regards, 
Megan Parker 
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Community Notices 

COMMUNITY DONATIONS 
 
If you shop at either of these Stores, then mention our School as they support us with donations.   
 
For Ritchie's IGA you need to complete a registration and nominate Warranwood Primary; Ritchie's then 
donate a percentage of sales to the School. 
 
For Rebel Sports, soon to merge with Amart, just mention Warranwood 
Primary and they also donate a percentage of sales to the School 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwivueaO2cHXAhXEopQKHU9DBSIQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westfield.co.nz%2Fstores%2Frebel-sport%2Fnz-rebel-sport&psig=AOvVaw3WH4p7LIjQr5q-Q7GjDQpz&ust=1510873331
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