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Warranwood  
Primary School 

www.warranwood.vic.edu.au 

Term 4, Week 7 
Thursday 19th November 2020 

Principal’s Report 
 
DET Tutoring Catch Up Initiative 2021 
Over the last few weeks you may have heard through the media that the Victorian Govt. have as part of their 
Covid 19 considerations allocated schools an amount of funding to help with a systematic response to supporting 
students with their learning catch up next year. The requirements and criteria for participation in this program will 
be identified by our school staff and leaders when we are able to reflect upon assessment data sets of our stu-
dents at the end of this year. I am pleased and proud to announce that our Warranwood program will operate for 
the entire year and will support students identified by our data in the key literacy and numeracy areas. The focus 
for the work will include both the support catch up focus and also supporting students who have been identified 
as ahead previously to regain their learning growth. 
 
The model at Warranwood will include both removal and in class support options and will be delivered in small 
groups of 5 students for a period 3 sessions a week for a period of time yet to be determined. Explicit SMART-
Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Realistic, and Timely learning goals will be focussed upon and assessed to 
monitor student growth. This is an exciting opportunity for our school and this Intervention initiative will amalgam-
ate with other Intervention programs already in place with Literacy Support and Numeracy Support to form a 
team who can collaborate and share skills and insights of the specialised work involved. 
 
At this point it is important to note that students will be identified for the program from the school student data 
sets in Reading, Writing and Number and Algebra. No parent requests or applications can be accepted or con-
sidered sorry. 
 
It has been encouraging to see and hear about students across the levels really starting to improve their learning 
stamina again for school. Teachers have really noted the levels of student focus and application across the 
week, especially on Thursday and Friday’s as students emotional resolve and social resilience become a little 
tired and frayed more easily. The wellbeing work and support being embedded daily is a key component of sup-
porting student learning readiness. I know there have been many emails, phone calls and messages between 
home and school and this partnership approach will remain essential as 2021 begins to ensure students are both 
making the appropriate progress in their academic learning and social/ emotional development. Our continued 
teamwork and partnership has never been more essential in supporting students. 
 
WELCOME TO OUR NEW 2021 PREPS 
Over the last number of weeks, we have been welcoming our new 2021 Preps to Warranwood via Online Webex 
sessions. Our staff have been busy calling and visiting kinders to meet students and discuss learning and needs 
with their kinder teachers. It has been a very busy and unique time for us all as we have navigated the changed 
requirements. I am excited to say that today we have been able to welcome our new Preps to Warranwood in 
small groups of 9 for a mini session to help them gain greater insights and connections to the school classroom 
and importantly fellow peers and teachers. We have had numerous restrictions to apply however this opportunity 
to come to school has been excitedly welcomed by our newest little community members. 
 
2021 Annual Improvement Plan 
Over the last month and over the next number of weeks our School Improvement Team, DSSI team and teach-
ing and learning staff have been and will be reflecting upon our work from this year and also building our new 
AIP work for 2021. This AIP forms a one year at a time focus of our Strategic School Plan 2018-2022 and will 
include Goals for Student Learning and Community Wellbeing. Next year in response to what has been such a 
unique and challenging 2020, DET have set 3 State-wide Key Improvement Strategies for all schools as part of 
their AIP development including-Learning catch-up and extension, Happy, active and healthy kids and Connect-
ed schools. We will also be continuing our school wide work begun this year into our Numeracy learning and 
teaching with a specific focus on student Fluency skills, What a great Maths lesson looks like, Learning differenti-
ation and Building student agency for learning. 
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We will share our AIP Goals and key Improvement Strategies through the Connect when it is completed and 
will look to build  upon community connection to this key work and learning undertaken in 2021 with displays, 
Information sessions and links to examples and learnings to improve shared understandings and insights with 
our community about student learning. 
 
Transition  
Next week we will begin the process of supporting our students with transition and change. All students will 
have the opportunity to visit the level learning area they will be in next year to participate in planned activities 
to assist with building relationships and gaining insights to how the students work and learn in this level. These 
will be group activities and NOT their indicative class for 2021. The activities will be designed to be fun and en-
gaging and support students with this change process. We will facilitate two group sessions and then students 
will have the opportunity to meet their teacher for and class peers for 2021 in a meaningful session to support 
and encourage a positive readiness for change.  
 
This process can be challenging for some students and we encourage you to talk positively about the transi-
tions and change process to assist your child to see the opportunities that will be present. It is important that 
we share with students that life keeps changing and that it would be rather dull if things stayed the same! 
Please see Suzanne’s great tips and ideas for supporting students with transition and change! 
 
Shane Harrop  
Principal 
 
Assistant Principal’s Report 
 
TRANSITION TO CLASSES FOR 2021: the whys and how to deal with it. 
 
Over the next few weeks we have planned for 3 transition sessions across the school. 
Transition can include change in teacher, change in room, change in students in the class not just starting pre-
school, school, secondary school and beyond. The nature of transition is such that transition can be extremely 
stressful, no matter what age or how BIG or SMALL the change maybe. 
 
Changing Teacher can be like…. Moving to a Foreign Country 
For the child moving to a new teacher, classroom or campus is like moving to foreign country. There is a differ-
ent language (eg one teacher says ‘pack away’, new teacher says ‘clean up’). Teachers and other students 
have different facial expressions and body language to interpret, new rules, new schedules, new smells, differ-
ent pencils just to mention a few changes. This new ‘foreign country’ can cause the child to feel enormous anx-
iety and stress, which in turn can lead to behaviour. This anxiety and behaviour can be managed by effective 
planning and transition strategies. 
 
The key issue in transition is managing anxiety, put simply: Managing Change = Managing Anxiety. 
Following are some of the main purposes behind the transition process we follow at Warranwood Primary 
School. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

If your child struggles with what their new class and year ahead may bring, the following tips may be of help to 
you and your family: 
 

 Speak to your child and find out how he/she is feeling. 

 Speak to your child’s teacher about the conversations occurring in class regarding transition. 

 Write down your concerns and strategies you believe may help and pass onto your child’s new teacher. 

 Reiterate that while the classes and rooms may be different, they will still see their friends at recess and 
lunch time. 

 Normalise the change as much as possible ‘we did this last year’. 

 While sometimes difficult, be positive about the change of class/teacher. 

 Acknowledge your child’s feelings. 

 A reflection journal recording their thoughts and feelings may also be beneficial. 



3 

 

If you require any further support or ideas to lessen the anxiety in your child, please don’t hesi-
tate to contact us. 

 
Suzanne Kot 
Assistant Principal 
 

 

Library News 
 

Just a quick thank you to the Palframan-Doe family for a donation of as new books for the Library book-
shelves. 
 
A reminder too, that there are still many overdue Library books. 
 
All books are due back in the Library as in previous years on the 1st of December.   There will be no further 
borrowing for this year after 01/12/2020.  This allow the Library to stocktake and perform ongoing housekeep-
ing chores. 
 
Kim Barlow 
Library 
Tues, Wednesday. 

Art Room News 
 

Spoonville 2020 
You may notice in the coming days that our Spoonville friends who have weathered the sun and wind and rain 
have now gone on holiday for some much needed rest and relaxation. 
 
I’d like to thank the students, families and community members who contributed with creativity and community 
spirit. And also to the many people who stopped on their walks, rides and drives to enjoy our growing troupe. 
It warmed my heart to see groups of people sharing the experience whenever I drove past and I was grateful 
that the artworks were respected by our neighbourhood and remained untouched for all this time. 
 
BUT…it’s not over! Warranwood was 
invited to contribute to Eastland’s Spoon-
ville located for daily viewing between 9.30 
-7pm daily in the Town Square until March 
2021.  
 
After this time, Eastland will protect all 
Spoon characters by placing them into a 
2020 Eastland Time Capsule for future 
reflection and remembrance. 
   
Our dedicated Arts captains Claire and 
Jenna-Leigh together with Zoe decided 
to create a graduating student complete 
with cap and uniform to remember their fi-
nal year of primary school and also repre-
sent all of our students who wear the blue 
and gold uniform of Warranwood PS.  
 
We are pleased to introduce Dora! 
 
Jeenah 
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2020 Canteen News & Roster 
 

Due to the current circumstances and not being able to have parent helpers on site the canteen will only be 
open Monday, Tuesday and Thursdays for lunch orders. Please place your child’s order on to Qkr by 9am. 
The Canteen is closed for over the counter sales at both lunch and recess. 
If you would like your child to have a treat at lunch time please order on Qkr and it will be sent in the lunch 
order basket at lunch time. 
 
If your child would like an icy treat from the freezer this will also have to be ordered on Qkr, the order will then 
be underlined in blue and will be put into the lunch order basket so the child can then come and collect from 
the canteen window at lunch time. 
 

Thank you for your understanding at this time. 
 
Important information regarding Qkr! online ordering:  
Please make sure when ordering lunches online that you have selected the right day required for the lunch 
order and also submitted the order. We have had an increasing number of students who are coming to the 
canteen and have no lunch order at lunchtime. 
 
Warm Regards, 
Megan Parker 



6 

 



7 

 



8 

 



9 

 



10 

 

Community Notices 

COMMUNITY DONATIONS 
 
If you shop at either of these Stores, then mention our School as they support us with donations.   
 
For Ritchie's IGA you need to complete a registration and nominate Warranwood Primary; Ritchie's then 
donate a percentage of sales to the School. 
 
For Rebel Sports, soon to merge with Amart, just mention Warranwood 
Primary and they also donate a percentage of sales to the School 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwivueaO2cHXAhXEopQKHU9DBSIQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westfield.co.nz%2Fstores%2Frebel-sport%2Fnz-rebel-sport&psig=AOvVaw3WH4p7LIjQr5q-Q7GjDQpz&ust=1510873331
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