
1 

 

Warranwood  
Primary School 

www.warranwood.vic.edu.au 

Term 1, Week 8 
Thursday 19th March, 2020 

WHAT’S ON? 
March 
26 Mount Lofty Bush Walk—Fathering Project 

27 Last day of Term 1—2.30pm finish 
 
April 

14 Curriculum Day 
15 Students return to School—Term 2 
20 Whole School Cross Country 
27-1 Junior School Swimming 
 
May 
18 Education Week 
19 School Council Meeting—7.15pm 

 

Principal Award Winners 
 
Year 1/2 Alannah J, Eva E, Logan W 
 
Year  3/4 Fallon H, Lexi F, Cam B, Lily F, Avvy S, 
  Teagan P, Zoe M, Levi F, 
 
Year 5/6 Amber Q, Isabella C 

Principal’s Report 
 
Warranwood PS HOME LEARNING Arrangements should they be required. 
 
We have been very busy preparing learning tasks and programs to share in the case of students needing to stay 
at home if DET instruct schools to close in the future.  I would like to reiterate that the most current expert advice 
is for students to continue at school as normal. As a school, if required, we will implement a home learning pro-
gram via our online platforms and a combination of hard copy for those without internet services- please nomi-
nate at the office if this would be your preferred medium. Compass will be used for delivery of Prep learning and 
See Saw will also complement our approach to support our Prep learning. We will use the See-Saw app for Year 
1/2 students home learning delivery, Google Classroom will be our vehicle for Years 3-6 to access the learning 
tasks and provide learning continuity if such a time arises.  
 
As you can imagine it is a very busy time to be planning for the future and yet also teaching in the present and 
managing such a fluid environment. If families are self-isolating the official programs being prepared in case of 
lock down will not be activated and I ask parents to discuss with teachers a suitable work task arrangement, like 
would be the case when going on holiday up until the holiday break where we will re-evaluate strategy according 
to DET advice. Please remember the rich bank of online learning resources that are attached to our Connect to-
day. 
 
We will continue to use COMPASS for all school wide communications. 
 
We are preparing tasks staff can complete if they are also expected to work from home and build online learning 
communities to enable team meetings and planning meetings to arrange the next student work block and also 
enable staff to assess and monitor student performance. If required we will look to provide student and parent 
feedback throughout a range of processes including annotated work posted back to student, rubric feedback 
sheets, student reflective practices and a weekly student, parent, teacher conference over an agreed tool. 
We remind you to let us know if you or any family members are unwell and to please be check if you show any 
symptoms. Also, I reiterate from the DET advice: Importantly, it also includes parents and carers and any other 
relatives or friends of your students who are returning from overseas travel. As they are required to self-isolate, 
they must not visit the school to pick up children or for any other reason. Please remember to use Compass por-
tal and select parent approved absence for staying home if self-isolating- Add to comment box COVID 19 
 
We do not want to create panic, but it is important that we support all endeavours to stop the spread of this virus 
across our community.  
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We will keep you notified with all updates as this situation evolves. Please see the list of adjustments included 
later in the newsletter to respond and address social distancing practices and protocols. 

Thank you for your continued cooperation and support Warranwood! We are lucky to have each other. 
 
2021 Prep TOURS and Enrolments Now Open 
Despite all of the uncertainty about the coronavirus we would like to recommend families who are looking for a 
prep placement for 2021 to please make a personal tour appointment time at the office and ask for enrolment 
documents to be sent out. 
 
Building a Maths Language and Thinking Framework across all levels at Warranwood 
Staff and students have been working tirelessly over the first 8 weeks of term to research and develop our An-
nual Implementation Plan-AIP goal of building a consistent best practice approach to learning and teaching 
Maths. From student surveys, observations, research and data and professional learning sessions we have 
formulated an approach that we can use across the school at all levels that will symbolise and support positive 
strategies and emotions towards the challenges of solving numeracy problems. 
In the coming weeks all classrooms will commence the use of the Learning Pit as a framework for approaching 
and overcoming numeracy problems. Remember to ask your children about the Learning Pit. We will havmore 
to share in the coming weeks and a model of the framework model that you can also implement at home. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Principal Award Recipients 

Easter Holidays- and Raffle and Hot Cross Buns 
I would like to take this chance to wish everyone a wonderful holiday break. Please stay well and look after 
each other with regular check ins and offers of support to maintain a powerful sense of community. Look for our 
Warranwood Community #Kindness pandemic and try share a story of kindness that has made a difference to 
someone else. Great things start small! Make a difference where you can. 
 
Please remember your Easter raffle tickets and return them to the office so we can share a little excitement at 
our raffle draw. We will do a video draw and post it on Facebook instead of a school assembly! Also remember 
your Hot Cross Bun orders as this will save you fighting the crowds at Coles to get access to a packet!  
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WONGA RD SCHOOL CROSSING UPDATE 
I have been notified that next week our crossing at Wonga Rd -Tom’s crossing will be manned by the attendant 
who usually works down at the Steiner crossing. This crossing will be unmanned next week so everyone should 
cross at Tom’s cross over. We will update about Tom’s progress when we hear more details. 

Dear Warranwood Community, 
I would like recap the last 2 weeks to keep you as informed as possible on our management of the coronavirus 
pandemic here at Warranwood PS. You may have heard both the Prime Minister and Premier last night stating 
that students should be at school until and if an announcement is required to be made about closing schools.  
Of course, we understand and accept your personal choice with this decision and this will be respected at this 
uncertain time.  
 
I will begin with the following messages directly from the Department of Education. 
Following this advice, I will detail what we have in place. 
 
NEW DIRECTIONS FROM DET 
CAMPS AND EXCURSIONS 
All camps scheduled to commence from and including Tuesday 17 March must be postponed and rescheduled, 
or, if there is no other option, cancelled. If we had a camp scheduled to commence this week or next, they 
would not go ahead. Otherwise, no camps can commence as of Tuesday 17 March. Luckily our campers re-
turned from Rumbug last week! 
  
For the purposes of excursions, a school excursion is defined to include local parks and sporting facilities regu-
larly used by the school, including local swimming pools. 
  
All excursions outside the school for purposes such as visits to cultural institutions, art galleries, theatres and 
sporting events or facilities (other than those local facilities regularly used by the school) planned from and in-
cluding Tuesday 17 March must also be postponed or cancelled. Like camps, if excursions planned for Monday 
16 March can be cancelled, it is recommended that you do so. 
  
An exception to this is Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) students attending a prescribed theatre perfor-
mance for VCE Theatre Studies where the audience will be less than 100 people. 
  
This does not include student and staff travel between campuses of the same school. It also does not include 
travel by individual staff or small groups of staff to professional development events. 
  
INTERNATIONAL ARRIVALS 
Everyone arriving into Australia from overseas from midnight on (15 March) will be required to self-isolate for 
14 days. This obviously includes students and staff who may be returning from overseas excursions or other 
travel. 
  
Importantly, it also includes parents and carers and any other relatives or friends of your students who are re-
turning from overseas travel. As they are required to self- isolate, they must not visit the school to pick up chil-
dren or for any other reason. Please remind your parents and community members of this. 
  
In addition, in response to the New Zealand Government’s travel restrictions announced over the weekend, 
staff and students can no longer travel to New Zealand. This was effective from, Sunday 15 March 2020. 
  
SWIMMING LESSONS 
Swimming lessons that are held at a local swimming pool have been ceased by our school community. 
  
RESIDENTIAL AGED CARE VISITS 
Based on advice from the Commonwealth Government to protect vulnerable Australians, schools should not 
visit residential aged care facilities. Many are placing lockdowns into place to ensure resident safety and well-
being. 
 

SCHOOL CLOSURES 
There are numerous reactive social media accounts and posts depicting fictional responses and scenarios. 
Please feel confident should the need to close ever be activated we will be in direct communication with all 
families to make you aware of the process. Again, all current advice is that schools will remain open based on 
evidence form the CHO. 
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Again, you will be informed directly if there is any prospect that our school will be closed, either as a stand-
alone school closure or as part of a local or area-based closure. You will then be provided with detailed advice, 
a step-by-step guide and communicate resources to support you through that process. 
  
ORGANISED GATHERINGS 
The Commonwealth Government has announced that mass gatherings of more than 100 people are now pro-
hibited. This explicitly does not include schools running normal teaching and learning program. It does, howev-
er, apply to any school event that involves attendance by community members who are not students or staff 
(where staff includes support staff) and where total attendance will exceed 100. This includes school assem-
blies and sporting events. 
It does not include parent-teacher events unless you expect there to be more than 100 people including com-
munity members to be present at any one time. 
  
Schools with more than 500 students, should review internal school gatherings and change arrangements for 
full school assemblies. Staggered lunch breaks should be introduced if possible where these don’t currently 
occur, and any other large in-school student gatherings and events should be postponed, or re-arranged so 
multiple smaller events are held. 
 

GOOD HYGIENE PRACTICES 
Again, all the above steps are part of our efforts to contain the spread of COVID-19. Can I again ask you to 
pay extra attention to the health and hygiene measures employed across our school, in particular the provision 
of soap in school toilets, changing rooms and bathrooms. 
 
We are obviously aware of the current challenges facing supply of personal hygiene products (toilet paper, 
soap and hand sanitiser). In the first instance, please continue to purchase personal hygiene products through 
your usual suppliers. If you face an imminent shortage of personal hygiene products for staff or students and 
your usual supplier is unable to provide products, please first contact your cleaning provider to source prod-
ucts.  We have placed many  posters communicating good hygiene practices around the school and in class-
rooms.  
  
SCHOOL CLEANING 
While there are no reported cases of COVID-19 among the staff or students, the current school cleaning con-
tracts and operations are appropriate and adequate. 
  
CAPITAL WORKS 
In the event of a school closure involving a school that is in the middle of a capital works or school mainte-
nance program, the capital works and/or maintenance will continue as scheduled unless and until the builder/
workers receive other directions from the Department.  
 
THE FOLLOWING ARE OUR ACTIONS. 

 All interschool sports are cancelled. 

 Middle School Swimming Postponed 

 Assembly delivery has been changed to be class based and over the PA. 

 Hand washing and cough and sneeze protocols strictly enforced by all. 

 All external non-essential services, workers and programs cancelled until further notice. 

 Extra community communications delivered to ensure transparency and understanding. 

 Social distancing strategies implemented in classrooms via seating arrangements, student group transition 
practices, playground practices discussed and shared and classroom hygiene protocols reviewed and im-
plemented. 

 Preparation of a Home Learning strategy for activation across school if school closures were deemed nec-
essary. 

 Compass students’ absence -Parent Choice procedure updated to add comment COVID 19 

 Student counselling and support approaches implemented to support positive mindset and emotional strat-
egies. 

 As of next week over the counter canteen sales will not take place to prevent students from having to line 
up and interact in such close proximity. Please ensure all purchases are made via QKR. 

 
HYGIENE: 
We have bought additional soap, and disinfectant spray and have rosters for regular wiping of surfaces, door 
handles etc and additional cleans of the toilets. There is to be no food sharing and staff will remind students to 
wash their hands thoroughly. 
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flist.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872%26id%3D6422724d%26e%3Df074caa3&data=02%7C01%7Cmiller.michelle.k%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C7584e8aa79fb
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WPS Kindness Pandemic 
This group has been set up to support WPS families over the coming weeks and months as we face changing 
and for some challenging times. 
  
We are 4 mums at WPS who want to spread the kindness and extinguish the fear by creating a pandemic of 
acts of kindness for our WPS community. 
  
This group IS: 
A place for families to post if they need an essential item and cannot access it 
A place for families to post if they have chosen to self-isolate and need food or other items 
A place for families to post offering their assistance to others 
A place for families to post excess items they may have to share with the WPS community 
  
This group is NOT: 
A place for people to post COVID-19 memes or jokes 
A place for people to spread fear, anger or to vent  
A place for people to fight over toilet paper or mince meat 
A place for people to place judgements on the decisions of others throughout the course of this event 
  
All posts to the page will be approved by admin and only WPS families are invited to join the group at this 
stage. If an offer of help has been offered by a member, they can arrange details with the recipient via private 
message so that personal details are kept safe. 
We encourage members to use the hashtag #kindnesspandemic as this movement grows stronger and big-
ger every day in communities across Australia. 
  
This is a time for us to stand together, stand strong and demonstrate the community spirit we speak so highly 
of and our children sing so loudly about at our school assembly. 
  
“We are standing here with friends who we care for and respect. The flag reminds us that Australia is 
our home and we must do what we can to make it fair and peaceful for everyone.” 
  
Kind Regards, 
 Monique, Amy, Krystal and Gill 
 
Shane Harrop 
Principal 
 

Assistant Principal Report 
 
DEVELOPING RESILIENCE AND SELF ESTEEM IN YOUR CHILD  
 
Last week I was fortunate to be able to attend Camp Rumbug with our sensational 5/6 team of teachers and 
children. The beautiful Camp Rumbug is located in the majestic hills of South Gippsland, two hours from Mel-
bourne’s CBD and set in 200 acres of glorious temperate rainforest overlooking Wilsons Promontory National 
Park. There are many hilly walks throughout the day which challenges everyone’s fitness levels as well as hav-
ing the opportunity to be involved in fun, challenging and engaging activities including:  Abseiling, aero ball, 
archery, bush craft, canoeing, flying fox, giant swing, initiative exercise, low ropes course, mud run, orienteer-
ing, raft building, team challenge, tree climb, and trust exercises. Our thanks go to the parents and staff who 
have volunteered their valuable time to attend the camp and give up 4 days of limited sleep to support and 
care for our students. Camps such as these highlight how important they are to develop resilience and self- 
esteem with our students. Below is an article from Dr. Helen McGrath explaining some of the reasons why. 
 
Dr. Helen McGrath, Psychologist, Educator and Researcher from Deakin University says that resilience is the 
ability to cope with negative events and being able to ‘bounce back’ emotionally afterwards. If a person has 
this ability then they are less likely to resort to maladaptive behaviours (truancy, drug use and anti-social be-
haviour) in order to cope. 
 
Healthy self esteem is defined as the value one places in oneself and is strongly linked to resilience. It is im-
portant to help children deal with negative feelings and outcomes in order for them to have healthy self es-
teem. Young people who are protected from these things and are continually praised, develop a sense of enti-
tlement, and are prone to feeling like victims when disappointment occurs.  
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Dr McGrath says that, "Trying to shield young people from sadness, frustration and anxiety when they lose, 
fail or make mistakes can deprive them of the motivation to persist until they succeed.... It is necessary to fail, 
feel bad and try again repeatedly until success occurs. It is success in the face of these difficulties that can 
genuinely make children feel good about themselves". 
 
Dr McGrath offers a comprehensive list of strategies to help parents teach resilience and develop healthy self-
esteem in their children. They include avoiding over-focusing on making your child feel happy all the time and 
teaching them how to accept difficulties and sad times. Building self-knowledge, good social skills, conflict 
management skills, optimistic thinking, pro-social values, initiative, goal achievement skills and an attitude of 
courage (being prepared to face fear) are some other strategies that she suggests. The strongest message 
she sends on developing resilience and self-esteem in your child is the importance of parents modelling these 
behaviours. 
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR UNDERSTANDING AND ENJOY THE HOLIDAY BREAK 
 
Thank you to all the wonderful staff, students and families in our school community for all of your input into our 
children’s education throughout the term in many ways.  I also thank all of the parent helpers for their support 
and assistance in the classrooms and beyond.  I have truly valued your opinions and ideas and look forward 
to working with you all next term. Have a wonderful break during the holiday season ensuring you rest, recov-
er and take time out from the hectic lives we often lead to rejuvenate you ready for the year ahead and all of 
the excitement that it brings.  And finally I want to thank Shane for keeping us well informed during the recent 
uncertain times with the COVID-19 situation. This ongoing information and updates from the Department has 
been relentless but it is important we communicate them to you to as it may alleviate any anxieties the com-
munity may be experiencing. 
 
Take Care and keep on Smiling 

 
Suzanne Kot 
Assistant Principal 

 
 
 

 

Office News 
 
Course Confirmations on Compass 
A number of families have to yet complete and give permission on Compass for a number of items, 
for example Use of Photograph Permissions, Local Excursion permissions, Head Lice Checks, 
eSafety protocols etc.  Could we please ask Families to make this a priority, as we need to finalise all 
class lists as soon as possible.  I have attached a quick how to guide to the Newsletter. 

 
Brigid and Sue 
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CANTEEN NEWS AND ROSTER 

 
Checkout some of our homemade goodies that we have on our canteen menu, all made fresh in the 
canteen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

Homemade        Homemade Ham    Tuna & Mayo         Homemade        Homemade         Crunchy Pot 
  Mini Choc Chip    & Cheese Quiche     Sushi Rolls             Burgers           Baked Zucchini    Dippers with 
        Muffins               Slice                   Hommus 
 
 
Please make sure when ordering lunches online that you have selected the right day required for the lunch 
order and also submitted the order. We have had an increasing number of students who are coming to the 
canteen and have no lunch order at lunchtime. 
If you are unable to attend canteen on the day you are rostered please contact me in advance on   0419 387 
370.  
 
Volunteer hours are: 

Monday and Tuesday 10.30am to 2pm 
Friday 10am to 2pm 
 

Warm Regards, 
Megan Parker 
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Community Notices 

COMMUNITY DONATIONS 
 
If you shop at either of these Stores, then mention our School as they support us with donations.   
 
For Ritchie's IGA you need to complete a registration and nominate Warranwood Primary; Ritchie's then 
donate a percentage of sales to the School. 
 
For Rebel Sports, soon to merge with Amart, just mention Warranwood 
Primary and they also donate a percentage of sales to the School 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwivueaO2cHXAhXEopQKHU9DBSIQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westfield.co.nz%2Fstores%2Frebel-sport%2Fnz-rebel-sport&psig=AOvVaw3WH4p7LIjQr5q-Q7GjDQpz&ust=1510873331
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