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Warranwood  
Primary School 

www.warranwood.vic.edu.au 

Term 4, Week 3 
Thursday 22nd October 2020 

Principal’s Report 
 
WELCOME BACK TO SCHOOL AND OUR INITIAL PRIORITIES  
We have now been back at school for two weeks and I can proudly say our students, families and teachers have 
again worked together brilliantly to ensure our goals of Wellbeing and Transitioning Back to School with a focus 
on every student feeling safe and supported and rebuilding engagement is of the highest priority. Our teaching 
staff are also focussing on the Learning and Teaching goals by already undertaking key assessment tasks with 
students including important Running Records where teachers listen and evaluate student reading habits and 
comprehension understandings to ensure work is targeted to their personal needs in class and also implement-
ing learning conferences to explore student needs in writing and numeracy. It is important to highlight that the 
DET Term 4 focus is for Literacy and Numeracy work to have a high priority and other areas such as History and 
Geography etc. will only play a minor focus in Term 4 this year.  
 
The great sense of excitement and enthusiasm our students bring to our school environment is uplifting for our 
teachers and I will add makes our day so much more fulfilling as educators. Our school has its spirit back! I hope 
as parents you have been able to take some time for yourself in the last two weeks and aren’t missing the chil-
dren too much between 9-3.30 each day. I’m sure for some it is a big adjustment again and even though the qui-
et is bliss at times you still miss having the buzz around the house at times! 
 
Relationship between Vocabulary Knowledge, Reading Comprehension and Performance in Testing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Over the last few months I have had many conversations with families about how they are best able to support 
their children with either having a successful start to school or in being successful in their general learning and 
school experience and in particular how they might be able to support students with maintaining learning. The 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 
October 
23 Thank You Public Holiday 
28 Mango Fundraiser closes 
29 Graduation Gift Orders close 
November 
3 Melbourne Cup—Public Holiday 
3    Gingerbread Fundraiser closes 
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table above is a really simple way to help gain clarity about how we as teachers, our students and you as a 
parent or guardian can support your child to be successful. Obviously, positive family dynamics with key adult 
relationships that are reliable caring for their emotional and social needs are paramount. However as shown in 
the table above the evidence gathered from all over the world clearly shows us that students/ young people 
who engage in meaningful conversations and are exposed to a wide and developing vocabulary and who are 
read to, or read to others or themselves and maybe even share read with someone make significant gains in 
their performance and success outcomes. The data for performance is clear, a simple 21 minutes of reading a 
day will mean your child is opened to 1.8million words a year! This then enables them to build a far reaching 
and complex vocab and ability to comprehend information and language skills transferring to other areas of life 
compared to a student who reads less daily.  
 
This information is the golden ticket to how we can build student performance and in turn engagement and 
success together. As a learning community the power of reading and meaningful conversations should be 
where we invest our focus. Of course, all students are individuals and bring different aptitudes, attitudes and 
abilities to their reading and conversations however this is a case where more is definitely better! 
 
As a school our 2 hours of Literacy Block each day is made up of key Reading and Writing Workshops that in-
clude time every day for students to read independently, with partners, groups and with teachers for a mini-
mum of 15 and up to 20minutes. Building this stamina to focus for this long is essential.  Having students be 
able to choose good fit reading material that engages them and provides the right amount of challenge and not 
too much so that they are able to build fluency and comprehension is also essential.  
 
In short when wondering what you can do to support your child with their learning and success the message is 
simple, ensure they are involved in meaningful conversations by choosing a topic to discuss with them and 
gather opinions about and set aside time each and every night at home with the TV off and digital games away 
and get back to sharing books for 20 mins together. 
 
NETBOOK RETURNS - Can ALL netbooks borrowed for HOME LEARNING please be returned immediately 
to school. It is imperative that these invaluable resources are returned to school asap to support our learning 
programs at school. Many thanks in advance. 
 
PREP ENROLMENTS FOR 2021 ENROL NOW! 
Can any families with a prep child for 2021 please drop by the office to collect enrolment forms asap from Sue.  
We would appreciate enrolment forms being returned asap to assist with our planning and preparations for the 
Prep classes in 2021. We look forward to welcoming our newest community members at our special transition 
sessions to be held throughout Term 4. These may look different to other years depending upon Covid re-
strictions at the time but we have been busy with  planning alternative ideas to ensure our newest students are 
provided with quality opportunities to be familiar with their school- including the people and places in it. 
 
Welcome New Prep Families and Preps 
We held our ZOOM ONLINE Prep Information Evening Monday evening and held a wonderful session with our 
newest community members. Our Prep team shared important facts, practices and information about what 
starting school is like and we had a chance to meet in smaller groups together to help with getting to know 
each other in a relational sense. We will share a link to the recording of the evening and other information in 
the next day or so with all Prep families to help with remembering and communicating in case some families 
were unable to make the session. 
 
Our newest little Preppies enjoyed their first get together yesterday afternoon in small online groups to share 
their favourite toy and a story together with a teacher. The teachers have mentioned the 2021 preps were 
amazing with their sharing and self-regulation skills and were comfortable with being in an online group. How 
amazing! 
We will have a number of online sessions as part of our transition approach and will hopefully be able to wel-
come the students to school later in the year for a real-life visit and activity transition! We will know more about 
this as restrictions release over the coming weeks. 
 
Our next transition session will occur online on Wednesday 4th November 2020, for a 25min small group, short 
online session between 1.45pm-3.15pm on Webex. The Group Focus will be a virtual school tour and story 
board opportunity to explore the classroom and playgrounds around the school to help with familiarisation.  
The link for this session will be shared via email next week to assist with planning for families. 
 
School Council Information 
School council met on Tuesday evening and we’re delighted to welcome two new members who have been co
-opted to fill vacancies. We welcome Amanda Calati and Luisa Hills to our council team and thank them for 
their enthusiasm and skills they will share with us over the next year or so. We are so lucky as a community to 
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enjoy and benefit from great levels of engagement.. 
Points of discussion from the meeting: 

 Finalisation of the Running Track Works and accounts 

 Toilet Upgrade Project logistics 

 10 members of council attended a professional learning workshop in the last month to build skills and un-
derstandings in strategic planning and management. Everyone felt the session was a great way to assist 
in building our vision and skillsets as a performing council team. 

 Covid Impact on school fundraising and community connection moving into 2021 

 Their Care Term 3 Report 

 Sub Committee Reports 
 
Shane Harrop  
Principal 
 
Assistant Principal’s Report 
 
In my role, I like to read to try to keep up with issues, particularly those that are relevant to children and edu-
cation. I have read some articles that are pertinent to the COVID-19 pandemic. As I read, I was reminded of a 
number of conversations I’ve had with many of our students over the last week or so, the gist of which has 
been that 2020 was not what we were expecting. Whilst we acknowledged that there has been a great deal of 
change, and even cancellation of some things, we also discussed how different does not have to mean bad. 
Some of the articles have in there premise that young people develop resourcefulness when they face signifi-
cant challenges: 
 

 Perseverance, resilience, grit – the development of these will influence young people’s attitude and ap-
proach to the inevitable obstacles they will face. Current restrictions have lasted over two months and 
some forms of restrictions will be in place for many months to come. The lesson for young people is in un-
derstanding that there will be challenges and difficulties in life and we can’t always control these – but how 
we approach them and our attitude to obstacles will influence our outcomes. Over the last two months, I 
have had many people say to me what a tough time to be in school leadership. My response is inevitably 
“and what an opportunity”. This last six months has allowed Warranwood PS to showcase how flexible, 
adaptable and professional our staff are – they delivered a high-quality online learning program to ensure 
our students’ learning was not compromised and I know many parents are very appreciative of their ef-
forts; our parents came together through messages of support, offers of help, acts of generosity and gen-
eral understanding despite inconveniences. Whilst initially challenged by the restrictions to return to 
school, I’ve watched our students find new ways of spending their free time, increasing their exercise and 
outdoor time, or finding new games and activities to play together and reconnecting with their peers. The 
ability to persevere and work through problems is only developed through experiences that take us out of 
our comfort zone and even push us to what we thought were our limits. 

 

 Resourcefulness – The current circumstances have also required us to be more resourceful, another 
great life skill for our students to learn. We have had to find new ways of teaching and learning, of holding 
meetings, of interacting and conducting activities. Instead of assemblies, we film a message to students, 
and we frequently check in with students who feel need some extra support. All our students also learn 
resourcefulness at home, watching their families adjust, finding new ways of spending time together, re-
turning to past leisure activities, talking to grandparents and loved ones via FaceTime or socialising with 
friends via apps such as House Party. 

 

 Routine and consistency- To keep the routines happening once they’ve returned to school is a must to 
develop the resilience in our students. The staff have adapted remarkably and have also ensured the stu-
dents have been eased back into a ‘normal’ school situation providing the expectations and routines they 
were once familiar with. This has enabled our students to settle in, be with their friends, peers and teach-
ers again and resume back to the normality of school life. I feel all of this has been achieved remarkably 
well for most of our students as I listen to the noise of students happily playing together enjoying each oth-
er’s’ company in the playground and showing a willingness to adapt to face to face learning at school. A 
huge challenge which has been met by one and all. Well done everyone on a remark- able 
return to school. The whole of the Warranwood PS community should be proud of their 
achievements. 

 
Suzanne Kot 
Assistant Principal 
 

 



4 

 

2020 Canteen News & Roster 
 

Welcome Back to Term 4 
 
Due to the current circumstances and not being able to have parent helpers on site the canteen will only be 
open Monday, Tuesday and Thursdays for lunch orders. Please place your child’s order on to Qkr by 9am. 
The Canteen is closed for over the counter sales at both lunch and recess. 
If you would like your child to have a treat at lunch time please order on Qkr and it will be sent in the lunch 
order basket at lunch time. 
 
If your child would like an icy treat from the freezer this will also have to be ordered on Qkr, the order will then 
be underlined in blue and will be put into the lunch order basket so the child can then come and collect from 
the canteen window at lunch time. 
 

Thank you for your understanding at this time. 
 
Important information regarding Qkr! online ordering:  
Please make sure when ordering lunches online that you have selected the right day required for the lunch 
order and also submitted the order. We have had an increasing number of students who are coming to the 
canteen and have no lunch order at lunchtime. 
 
Warm Regards, 
Megan Parker 

Library News 
Dear Warranwood families, 
 
There is a large container/box in the school foyer area for Warranwood School library books to be 
returned. 
 
I shall clear books  and return to shelves regularly. 
 
Books  should be returned to the Library as soon as possible please. 
 
Any problems please contact me Tuesday and Wednesdays, always happy to help. 
 
Kim Barlow 
Library 
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Community Notices 

COMMUNITY DONATIONS 
 
If you shop at either of these Stores, then mention our School as they support us with donations.   
 
For Ritchie's IGA you need to complete a registration and nominate Warranwood Primary; Ritchie's then 
donate a percentage of sales to the School. 
 
For Rebel Sports, soon to merge with Amart, just mention Warranwood 
Primary and they also donate a percentage of sales to the School 

Exciting News from our North Ringwood IGA! 
 

Our Fundraising Partner Ritchies IGA, are launching their new Ritchies Card, incorporating the Com-
munity Benefit Program and this will not only benefit our organisation, but also all our members. 
The program now has an App for both IOS and Android smart devices.  For those members who don’t 
have a smart phone, or would like a physical card, this option is also available and can be linked to 
the App. 
 
Every month, our School will receive 0.5%* of what our members’ spend in Ritchies Stores PLUS our 
members will receive special offers and member only specials via the App.  
*T&C’s apply see https://www.ritchies.com.au/ritchiescardterms 
 
Featuring monthly promotions, cheaper prices for you, Collect and Win, as well as games and lots 
more fun things to do, this is a great opportunity to support our club.  
 
 You can download the Apps by scanning the QR codes below - or search for Ritchies in the Apple 
App Store or Google Play. 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwivueaO2cHXAhXEopQKHU9DBSIQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westfield.co.nz%2Fstores%2Frebel-sport%2Fnz-rebel-sport&psig=AOvVaw3WH4p7LIjQr5q-Q7GjDQpz&ust=1510873331
https://www.ritchies.com.au/ritchiescardterms
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