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Warranwood
Primary School

www.warranwood.vic.edu.au

Term 2, Week 1
Thursday 21st April 2021
WHAT’S ON?
April
27
27
May
3
4
5
6
7
7
14
16
18

School Cross Country Run
School Council Meeting 7.30pm
Junior School Swimming
Junior School Swimming
Mothers Day Stall—Fundraiser
Junior School Swimming
Junior School Swimming
Senior School Sport—Yarra Valley Grammar
Senior School Sport—Yarra Road PS
Working Bee
Open Day—9.15-10.40am

18
20
21
25
28
June
4
7
8
9
11
14
18

Open Night—Maths Focus—7-8.30pm
Prep 2022 Information Night—7-8pm
Senior School Sport—Tinternvale
District Cross Country
Senior School Sport—Park Orchards
Curriculum Day—Student Free
Senior School Camp
Senior School Camp
Senior School Camp
Senior School Sport—Bayswater North
Public Holiday—Queens Birthday
Senior School Sport—Wonga Park

Principal’s Report
NAPLAN- Just another week at school
In just over 3 weeks we will again have the NAPLAN tests (National Assessment Program for Literacy and Numeracy) being conducted across all schools in Australia. All students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 across Australia will
participate in assessment tasks that will provide information back to schools and parents about how they are progressing in different areas of the curriculum. Students participating in the test will receive an information brochure in the coming weeks for families that will answer any questions that may arise. Please feel free to chat with
your child’s teacher or myself to clarify any questions that may not be on the sheet.
The tests will be conducted in Week 4 of term starting on the Tuesday morning with our Year 3’s and 5’s participating in a Language Conventions test at 9.15am then followed up after recess at 11.45 with a Writing task. On
the Wednesday at 9.15 the Reading test will be provided and then lastly on the Thursday at 9.15 the students
will complete the Numeracy challenge.
Sometimes students and families can become anxious about NAPLAN tests as they can perceive pressure or
concerns from the media and conversations about the tests at home or in the playground. Please remember that
the tests are a snapshot of your children on a given day from a particular way of learning.
At Warranwood we ensure every student is treated as an individual and that learning is assessed in many ways
and students are supported to engage with their learning with differentiated approaches that are carefully
planned and provided for by our teachers. NAPLAN tests are delivered in a standard format and do not take into
account students individual learning styles or approaches to enhance student processing and understanding of
the tasks. This is because of the need for a standardised delivery model to ensure equitable comparison of results.
Teachers at Warranwood will discuss NAPLAN with students as another way of showing what they understand
and that it is like completing an activity like they do every other day of the week at school. We of course offer a
balanced preparation and keep things in perspective to ensure no anxiety by students.
At home, please feel free to have conversations about NAPLAN with your children and assist them to keep a
healthy perspective about the testing purpose. Remind them that there are lots of ways they can show their
learning and that NAPLAN is just another way. Please don’t feel the need to be buying books and dvd’s that are
marketed to make parents feel guilty or negligent when walking through the shops. Please keep any preparation
at home in balance and purposeful. Remember we will also be supporting students to be familiar with NAPLAN
testing approaches also at school.
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We will ensure there is a no fuss and relaxed environment here at school to best enable our students to have a
productive week and be able to show what they are able to do.
DIFFERENTIATION AT WARRANWOOD
Warranwood teachers have spent many hours over the years at professional learning opportunities and each
week reflect upon and plan for individual students learning. They plan in level teams together and deliver learning experiences in classes that meet a wide and targeted range of learners’ needs and abilities. This of course
means that in any given class, many students will be working on things differently and at times doing completely different work. This is the very nature of differentiation. Teachers go to great lengths to assist and encourage
students to understand that in our classrooms different is normal!
Sometimes this can mean that students may work in groups or partnerships in the classroom or even as part of
a Literacy support program or extension group. They may look different to others in the class however that too
is the norm and it is important that as learners’, students are comfortable with being different at times. We provide targeted learning sessions to identified groups and individuals as a norm. Teachers use a range of test
results, observations, conversations, work samples and feedback tasks to determine student progress and next
step needs against the Victorian Curriculum standards.
Last term students who were identified through school data sets were supported to further develop their Numeracy skills and understandings via our Learning Growth Program. They attended 3 times a week in group
sessions with Ashleigh Franklin our Learning Growth Leader. This term we are providing further targeted
Learning Growth groups of students the opportunity to build upon and develop their Literacy skills and understandings across the Junior, Middle and Senior Schools. These students have also been identified through
specific data sets we use as a school to help students return to their learning trajectories prior to COVID last
year.
We are very proud of the initiatives we have been able to implement for our students and the great dedication
of staff to support student learning growth. We will continue to work with our students throughout the year and
will monitor and measure student progress to support their progress back to their expected learning trajectories.
Term 2 Inquiry Learning at Warranwood
Prep- Inquiry this term is around Our Special Community.
Our focus questions are:
1. What is a community? 2. Who and What makes up our school community? 3. Who and what places make
up our wider community? 4. How can I care for my school community? 5. What makes a place special?
6. Who helps us in our community? 7. What is the Aboriginal connection to our school community?
Junior School- This Term we will be focusing on weather and seasons.
Our inquiry will focus on key questions such as ‘What is weather?’, ‘How do weather elements occur?’, ‘Why
does weather change?’ ‘How do the seasons affect our weather?’ and ‘How do we measure weather?’ We are
looking forward to having lots of fun, learning from hands-on activities and conducting different experiments. If
there is anyone out there who has a background in science, relating to weather and is interested in being involved in our
unit we would love to hear from you via your classroom teacher.

Middle School-The Three R’s The Three Rs are Rules, Regulations and
Responsibility through our Inquiry unit.
Our inquiry unit planning is flexible as we move from what the students know to what they want to learn. We
establish prior knowledge and build on their wondering and questioning. Students will explore the importance
of rules in society, the involvement of governing bodies in the context of both school and the wider
community. They will examine what these terms mean, how it affects them and the important role students can
have on it. We are excited to see where this unit takes us.
Senior School- Democracy
Our Inquiry topic this term has us looking at the Australian Government and Democracy. Students will discuss
why voting is important, levels of government and the rights and responsibilities of citizenship. Students will
explore citizenship and the First Nations People who have lived on our land for over 65,000 years.

ENROL FOR PREP 2022 at Warranwood

Please book an individual and personal tour with Shane or Suzanne to explore our school and Prep program.
Enrolments are now open for 2022. If you know someone who is looking for 2022 please encourage them to
give us a try and find out why they should choose Warranwood!
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Please collect enrolment forms from Sue at the office and return them with birth certificate and immunisation
records by the end of this term to support our planning and preparations. Over the last few weeks of Term 1
and even this week it has been really wonderful to share our school with prospective parents and kinder students. Thanking you in advance. You are our very best marketing and promotional force out there in the community.
Health and Wellbeing in Term 2
As the weather is turning cold on us it is important to remember to maintain our vigilance with hygiene and
good habits as a community. We will be maintaining hand cleaning protocols and table cleaning routines here
at school and encourage social distancing and ventilation of buildings. We want to remind families that should
a student be unwell with cold like symptoms it is necessary they stay home and recover and not come to
school sharing the bugs. We have noted that in the news recently there has been a gastro bug sweeping
through childcare highlighting the importance of recovery time before coming back to school. It is our expectation that any student who has gastro should be completely clear for 48 hours before returning to school. We
really appreciate the challenges for families in managing child illness and work commitments however we
must ensure the classrooms remain clear of illness for the benefit of our students and staff and continuity of
learning.
RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS
RUN LIKE A GIRL!- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qtDMyGjYlMg
You may have seen the advertisements on tv recently where a man calls out at the football, ”you are playing
like a girl” and the ad asks that we as a community unmute ourselves and challenge this attitude to ensure
respect. Please watch this clip together tonight or over the weekend at home as a family and have a discussion as a family about the message shared. At school all students are participating in Respectful Relationship
learning programs in class looking at the 8 areas of learning; Emotional Literacy, Personal Strengths, Positive
Coping, problem Solving, Stress Management, Help Seeking, Gender and Identity and Positive Gender Relations. This curriculum is a comprehensive response to the findings of the Royal Commission into domestic violence in Australia and is a proactive vehicle to building truly respectful communities.
Warranwood PS is really wanting to be at the forefront of Respectful Relations and ensuring gender respectful
relationships are a priority. I am really pleased to advise that late last term Dylan our PE teacher presented a
letter to the Ringwood Primary School Sports Association on behalf of our Year 6 students who were really
disappointed after attending at another school for sport to find the girls were being treated differently with
modified field dimensions and conditions. This is now being addressed and will not happen again! Well done
everyone! It would be remiss of me not to say a HUGE congratulations to the Mighty Brisbane Lions AFLW
team on a brilliant premiership over the weekend!

Shane Harrop
Principal
Assistant Principal’s Report
NAPLAN AT WARRANWOOD PRIMARY SCHOOL
The NAPLAN (National Assessment Program – Literacy & Numeracy) is held
each year during May for students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 in Australian
schools. Students take part in Reading, Writing, Language Conventions
(Spelling, Grammar & Punctuation) and Numeracy tests over the course of three
days.
NAPLAN Anxiety
Many children can become anxious about the upcoming NAPLAN tests. This is natural as a lot of emphasis is
placed on the tests in school and media. Treat this as an opportunity to help your child build resilience towards test anxiety – this is just one of many more tests your child will undertake during their school life. It is
important to provide your child with an opportunity to express their concerns about the NAPLAN tests. There
is no need to avoid discussing these or pretending they aren’t happening, much of the school day for your
child may involve practicing for the NAPLAN. Explain to your primary age child that this is good practice learning to perform under test conditions as this is what high school will be like and it is just a practice for this. If
your child doesn’t worry about them then neither should you. Be careful not to create a problem that doesn’t
exist by incessantly talking about, or worse worrying about the test. Explain to your child that NAPLAN tests
are another practice of test conditions and these ones don’t appear on the end of school report. Emphasise
that you are confident your child has the ability to do their best during the test.
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Preparing for NAPLAN
There are an abundance of NAPLAN preparation courses, books and websites. Show your child a practice
paper if they have not seen one yet. It is likely this has already been covered at school, but if in doubt go to the
ACARA website: https://www.acara.edu.au/assessment/naplan/naplan-2012-2016-test-papers.
The site has specimen papers to show your child what they could expect on the day of NAPLAN. Practice papers only contain practice questions, there are plenty more questions you have yet to answer.
For children with learning support needs it is important to maintain focus on the core skills of reading, spelling,
writing, number facts and problem solving skills. These are the skills that will support them most for undertaking the test. Here are a few tips to help:
 Show your child how to color in a multiple-choice form – color only one circle, not too heavy and not too
light
 Read the questions before the texts in the reading comprehension, this way you know what to look for
when you read.
 If you’re not sure of an answer leave it and go back when you’re finished (just make sure you leave the
multiple choice box empty!!)
 Multiple choice questions often have two answers completely wrong find these first and then decide which
one you’ll choose – now there are only two to choose from!
Anxious or nervous kids will benefit from simple relaxation strategies such as taking deep breaths, changing
their thinking, using the meditation practices on the www.smilingminds.com app. and/ or exercising in the
morning.
Keeping things in perspective is also important and look at the catastrophe scale about the worst things that
can happen in life. Keeping perspective is a life skill that we all need to practice.
iPad apps can also assist in strengthening spelling, grammar and numeracy skills. Some standout apps in this
regard include Super Duper Apps (Do & Does, Homophones, Has & Have, Irregular Verbs, Plurals, Regular
Past Verbs, Using I and Me), Reading Eggs Spelling (primary grades), Pop Math (primary grades), Math Practice (high school grades) and myBlee Problems (upper primary/early high school grades).
Surviving the NAPLAN Week
During the week of NAPLAN try to maintain a calm environment at home during the week, giving plenty of
down time before going to bed. Make sure your child has a good breakfast in the morning provides fuel for the
rest of the day. If your child isn’t hungry in the morning, pack some nutritious snacks for the morning break to
keep them fueled up. On the way home from school, be guided by your child and how they are feeling. Ask
them if they tried their best, this is all they could possibly have done. Talking about specific questions after the
test can often only serve to increase anxiety, there’s nothing that can be done about that question now! Try to
schedule something fun after the tests, a treat for your child, such as extra time at the park, a milkshake,
something that is fun!
A positive, caring parent attitude is one of the best gifts you can give a child when they are nervous or apprehensive or nervous about approaching any different situations whether it’s going on school camp, joining a new
club or sitting a NAPLAN test.
WHAT YOU NEED TO DO IF YOU ARE A VISITOR/VOLUNTEER IN THE CLASSROOM AT OUR SCHOOL
We value having community volunteers at our school, now we are permitted to have adults assist in the classroom but we need to remind you to adhere to the following guidelines in accordance with our Volunteers in
School policy. Community volunteers will be required to register at the main office on their arrival and departure using the QR code and signing in. Since the COVID restrictions volunteers must also adhere to
the protocols of physical distancing, hand hygiene and not attending if you have any cold/flu symptoms. Community volunteers are required to carry out tasks in a manner consistent with school expectations/values, including the maintenance of a professional, cooperative and confidential working environment. Community volunteers will need to comply with government regulations as outlined in the Working with Children Act 2005
(WWC Check).
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SUNSMART
Soon it will be time to wash your hats and put them away until August! Now that it is nearing May low UV levels occur in Victoria between May and August each year. At this time most people need between two and three
hours of midday winter sun exposure spread over a week to help with our vitamin D levels and sun protection
is not required.
Suzanne Kot
Assistant Principal

Health Centre News

STAYING HEALTHY DURING WINTER
With winter fast approaching it is extremely important that the Warranwood Primary School community work
together to ensure that we keep winter colds and flu’s at bay.
The most common winter illnesses include:
Gastroenteritis
Common cold
The flu
Bronchiolitis
Pneumonia
COVID
Students with cold or flu-like symptoms or vomiting or diarrhoea should be encouraged to seek medical attention, limit contact with others and stay at home until symptoms have passed for at least 48 hours
If your child becomes ill at school with these symptoms, you will be contacted immediately and arrangements
for the collection of your child will need to be made.
Good general hygiene remains the best defence against infection and at Warranwood Primary School children
will be encouraged to regularly wash their hands and cover their nose and mouth if sneezing and coughing.
We ask that our community also follow good hygiene practices:
 Make sure everyone in the family washes their hands regularly, especially after they use the toilet and before they eat
 Wash your child’s hands with warm water and soap after they use the toilet and before and after they eat
 Keep your child away from other children as much as possible if they are unwell.
Please advise the school if your child becomes unwell with any of the above symptoms.
Wendy Scott
Health & Wellbeing Coordinator
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Community Notices
COMMUNITY DONATIONS
If you shop at either of these Stores, then mention our School as they support us with donations.
For Ritchie's IGA you need to complete a registration and nominate Warranwood Primary; Ritchie's then
donate a percentage of sales to the School.
For Rebel Sports, soon to merge with Amart, just mention Warranwood
Primary and they also donate a percentage of sales to the School

9

