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Warranwood  
Primary School 

www.warranwood.vic.edu.au 

Term 3, Week 7 
Thursday 25th August 2022 

WHAT’S ON? 

August  
26  Coffee Van On Site 
29 District Athletics 
30 Senior School Incursion 
31 Fathers Day Stall 
 
September 
8 Year 1/2 Excursion Dream 

City 
8    Prep C & F Parents Visit 
9 Prep D & W Parents Visit 
12  Senior School Film Festi-
val 

Principal’s Report 

A HUGE ‘Chookas’ to our Wakakirri team from Senior School who will be competing tonight at Frankston. The 
performance, Momotaro Peach Boy, has been prepared over the last months with after school and weekend re-
hearsals by our amazing team of students and teachers. I would like to extend my gratitude and appreciation to 
our amazing Jacinta, Dee, Jeenah and Suzanne for the countless hours and energy they have invested to give 
our students such a wonderful opportunity. Go Warranwood!  
 
It has been great having visiting author Susan Berran engage and motivate the students with their writing and 
ideas development this week in BOOK WEEK. I joined in on a couple of her sessions with classes throughout 
the week and stories about her adventures in the outback working with the Australian Armed Forces in their 
training practices was highly entertaining and hilarious! Her creative and real-life connections to ideas and sto-
ries have captivated our students and ensured great conversations about going with an idea and developing it 
for a particular audience. This happens to be one of our most important VOICES-Writing traits!  
 
Our Book Week parade will take place tomorrow with dress up fun and a Book Week Window Display walk to 
share in each other’s work and thinking over the week. It should be a lot of fun! We have our Reading Challenge 
happening Book Reading Challenge and Year 3-6 Chapter Reading Challenge. I can’t wait to see who wins the 
prizes later this term! 
 
Student FREE DAY at school for Term 3 Professional Practice Day for staff on Term Friday 16th Septem-
ber. Thursday 15th is now the last day of Term 3 to allow for staff to have their Professional Practice Day. With 
replacement teacher shortages and school budgets under strain DET have determined that Term 3 PP Day will 
be implemented in a Curriculum Day model to allow schools to meet staff Victorian Government Schools Agree-
ment conditions.  Their Care will be available on the Friday to look after children who require care. Please book 
in via their booking system. 

13 Year 4 Parent Info Session 
14 School Council Meeting 
15 Footy Day 
16 Student Free Day—

Professional Practice Day 
 
October 
3   Term 4 begins 

Last Day of Term is  
Thursday 15th September at 

2.30pm 
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RESPECFUL RELATIONSHIPS AT WARRANWOOD as part of our RUIn Wellbeing Strategies 
As a learning community we share a common purpose – to provide our students with an 
education that gives each child the best start to a happy, healthy and prosperous life.  
Victoria’s Respectful Relationships initiative supports school leaders, educators and our 
school communities to promote and model respect and equality – and to teach our chil-
dren how to build healthy relationships, resilience and confidence.  
 
The Royal Commission into Family Violence identified the critical role that schools have 
in creating a culture of respect to change the story of family violence for future genera-
tions. In 2016, respectful relationships education became a core component of the Vic-
torian Curriculum from Prep to Year 12, and is being taught in all government and Cath-
olic schools and many independent schools including here at Warranwood PS.  
 
Everyone involved in our school communities deserve to be respected, valued and 
treated equally. This is at the core of our community RUIn values. 
 
We know that changes in attitudes and behaviours can be achieved when positive attitudes, behaviours and 
gender equality are lived across the school community, and when classroom learning is reinforced by what is 
modelled in our school community.  
 
Taking a whole-school approach is about embedding a culture of respect and equality across our entire school 
community, from our classrooms to staffrooms, sporting fields, fetes and social events. There is clear evidence 
that this approach leads to positive impacts on students’ academic outcomes, their mental health, classroom 
behaviour, and relationships between teachers and students.  
 
Please take some time to look at the units of the RR course below and be familiar with the themes and learn-
ing content. Also be sure to look at what RR is and isn’t so as to understand the real purpose of this important 
learning. 
 
I often clarify, would you think it ok that a girl can’t play in the sand pit or a boy 
can’t play with dolls? Gender roles and limits are a thing of the past and we need 
to leave them buried there. With our children growing up without these limits and 
boundaries they will be truly free to follow their dreams.  
 
https://www.vic.gov.au/respectful-relationships#myths-and-facts  
 
RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS MODULES 
 
Topic 1: Emotional Literacy  
Emotional literacy can be defined as the ability to understand ourselves and other people. It includes the ability 
to understand, express and manage our own emotions, build empathy, and to respond appropriately to the 
emotions of others. Building a large vocabulary for emotions helps to increase emotional literacy and build self-
awareness and empathy for others. 
  
Topic 2: Personal Strengths  
Children and young people need a vocabulary to help them recognise and understand strengths and positive 
qualities in themselves and others. This topic provides learning activities to build this vocabulary and to use it 
when discussing personal, social and ethical challenges.  
 
Research in the field of positive psychology emphasises the importance of identifying and using individual 
strengths. Social and emotional learning programs which use strength-based approaches promote student 
wellbeing, positive behaviour and academic achievement.  
 
Topic 3: Positive Coping  
Learning activities in this topic provide opportunities for students to identify and discuss different types of cop-
ing strategies. When children and young people develop a language around coping, they are more likely to be 
able to understand and deliberately utilise a range of productive coping strategies and diminish their use of un-
productive coping strategies. Students learn to extend their repertoire of coping strategies and benefit from crit-
ically reflecting on their own choices and being exposed to alternative options.  
 
Activities introduce students to the concept of self- talk and practice using positive self-talk to approach and 
manage challenging situations. Positive self-talk is a key strategy for coping with negative thoughts, emotions 
and events. It is associated with greater persistence in the face of challenge,  and can be learnt or strength-
ened through practice.  

https://www.vic.gov.au/respectful-relationships#myths-and-facts
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Topic 4: Problem Solving  
Problem-solving skills are an important part of the coping repertoire. The classroom program provides a num-
ber of learning activities to develop students’ problem-solving skills. The activities in the program assist stu-
dents to develop their critical and creative thinking skills, and to apply them to scenarios exploring personal, 
social and ethical dilemmas.  
 
Topic 5: Stress Management  
Children and young people experience a range of personal, social and work-related stressors in their everyday 
lives. Activities within this topic have an explicit focus on teaching positive approaches to stress management. 
Assisting students to recognise their personal signs and symptoms of stress, and to develop strategies that will 
help them to deal with stress effectively, will help students cope with future challenges. The activities focus on 
the ways in which self-calming strategies can be used to manage stressful situations.  
Topic 6: Help-Seeking  
Learning activities in this topic area are designed 
to help students discuss the importance of seeking help and providing peer support when dealing with prob-
lems that are too big to solve alone. This helps to normalise and destigmatise help-seeking behaviour. Scenar-
io-based activities help students identify situations in which help should be sought, identify trusted sources of 
help, and practice seeking help from peers and adults.  
 
Topic 7: Gender and Identity  
Learning activities within this topic assist students to challenge stereotypes and critique the influence of gender 
stereotypes on attitudes and behaviour. They learn about key issues relating to human rights, gender, identity 
and focus on the importance of respect within relationships. The activities promote respect for diversity and dif-
ference.  
 
Topic 8: Positive Gender Relations  
Learning activities within this topic focus on building an understanding of the effects of family violence and fo-
cus on the standards associated with respectful relationships. Students develop the skills needed to solve 
problems, set boundaries within relationships, and play an active role within the prevention of family violence. 
They develop peer support and help-seeking skills that can be applied in response to situations involving gen-
der- based violence in family, peer, community or on-line relationships.  

 
STUDENT CLASS COMMUNITY PLACEMENT INFORMATION 
Can you believe we are at this time of year already? 
The last few years have presented many unique and diverse learning experiences for students, parents and 
teachers across the world, our country and of course here in Warranwood. Students learn at different rates 
across the curriculum and throughout varied stages of their lives for a range of reasons. As learning and teach-
ing professionals our dedicated and capable staff and in fact the entire education profession across schools in 
Victoria will continue to measure where students are and then plan specific learning sequences to have them 
grow the next part of their learning journey and then evaluate that learning and restart the process again to 
build student skills, understandings, and proficiencies. Learning will indeed continue to be all about Learning for 
Life!  
 
In Term 4 our teachers will spend considerable time constructing classes for 2023. Students are placed by staff 
in class groupings best suited to their learning needs. Many factors are considered to create classes that are 
balanced – academic, social, and behavioural factors, along with teachers’ knowledge of students. This pro-
cess is not about placing children with their friends but creating positive learning communities across the 
school for everyone’s benefit and making effective classroom learning communities. In fact, evidence clearly 
suggests students who have wider relational networks make greater gains and experience less anxiety 
throughout transitional stages of their lives. 
  
The class structure at Warranwood for 2022 will again be Prep (Foundation), Junior School (Year 1/2), Middle 
School (Year 3/4) and Senior School (Year 5/6). A copy of our Class Formation Policy is attached in the Con-
nect. As per this policy, if you have information of social or educational significance that you wish to be 
taken into consideration by teachers as class lists are prepared, please provide that information in writ-
ing to Shane-principal (not to class teachers) as soon as possible. While taken into consideration, we can 
of course not guarantee that your request will be met. I encourage you to read the policy and contact me if 
you have any queries. Please note that requests for specific teachers will not and can not be considered. 
The last couple of years have presented many unique and diverse learning experiences for students across the 
world our country and as mentioned here in Warranwood.  
 
Classes are structured around the needs of ALL students. Teachers are then matched to classes, considering 
a range of factors. Teachers also move from one area to another as part of their professional development and 
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because we have different number of classes at each level each year. It is therefore not possible/practical/fair 
to include into this mix the demands/requests of parents for specific teachers. This is an important part of our 
process and I wish to draw everyone’s attention to this aspect as although we understand that some parents 
would feel their child would be better having another year with a specific teacher this request cannot and will 
not be considered for a vast range of reasons. 
 
Please understand it is essential that all letters of request are about student needs and not about direct teach-
er allocation as this will only end in disappointment and will not be considered. 
 
Please forward any information letters to me by Monday 3rd of October. 
 
 
PREP ENROLMENTS FOR 2023 ENROL NOW! 
Can any families with a prep child to enrol for 2023 please drop by or call the office to collect enrolment forms 
asap from Sue. We would appreciate enrolment forms being returned asap to assist with our planning and 
preparations for the Prep classes in 2023. We look forward to welcoming our newest community members at 
our special transition sessions to be held in Term 4.  
 
Now would also be an opportune time if your child has any special needs considerations eg Language, ASD, 
Intellectual or physical disability please contact Suzanne or myself and we can arrange for building a team 
approach and plan the smooth transition to school. 
 
Shane Harrop 
Principal 
 
Assistant Principal’s Report 
 
PLANNING WEEK 
Each term our teachers have the opportunity to meet together for the day as a team to plan the curriculum for 
our students for the following term.  These days happen once a term and are scheduled at the end of the term 
to minimise disruptions to the students’ learning time.  The planning day is a valuable day for the teachers to 
reflect on the recent term, discuss your children’s needs and plan for what lies ahead.  Quality learning only 
happens with thorough and purposeful planning. The timetable for the week is altered to accommodate this 
organisational matter and involves each level working with the specialist’s teachers for the day.  Following is 
the schedule for this term and each teams day: Monday 12th September Junior School Team (1/2), Tuesday 
13th September Middle School Team (3/4), Wednesday14th September Prep Team, Thursday 15th September 
Senior School Team (5/6) This schedule is provided so that you can inform your child to ensure they are 
aware of the changes happening during that week.  
 
TIPS FOR IDENTIFYING AND CREATING GOOD MENTAL HEALTH 
As we emerge from the cold winter months and head into Spring it’s always timely to be Asking, ‘Are you 
OK?’ R U OK? seeks to create a world where we’re all connected. We’re never too young to look out for one 
another and meaningfully connect. Being able to meaningfully support someone and strengthening peer-to-
peer support skills should begin in the early years of a child’s life through teaching them to look after them-
selves and their peers. 
 
1. A range of circumstances can lead to a child  feeling low, including: Big life changes like moving house or 

school, experiencing grief or loss, being around people going through tough times, being bullied, arguing 
with someone, problems with school work, being bored, having a medical condition or chronic illness, not 
sleeping well, not exercising enough, hormonal changes, special needs. 

2. Be aware of certain behaviours and signs that can indicate a child might be struggling. The first thing to 
look out for is changes in behaviour. When people feel low, they often: Withdraw from their friends or their 
family, lash out at people and get angry or upset really easily, including towards the people they care 
about, cry or become emotional,  lose interest in activities and things they usually love,  have changed 
sleeping patterns. They might be sleeping all the time, not sleeping much at all, or sleeping at strange 
hours (such as in the middle of the day)  Have a changed appetite. They could be eating more than usual, 
or less. 

3. Children cannot be expected to fix someone’s problems, nor know the best way to help and support. How-
ever they can be encouraged to listen to what their friend is saying, let them know they care and tell a 
teacher, school counsellor or trusted adult if they are worried about their friend. By promoting an environ-
ment of positive peer support and accessing support channels via an adult, children can learn that asking,   
‘Are you OK?’ is a key life skill.   

4. R U OK? has 4 Conversation Steps to help navigate a conversation when someone says, “No, I’m not OK”. 
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Sporting News 
 

Warranwood is Green with envy! 
The Warranwood athletics carnival has been run and won by Eden! It was a 
dominant display by the green machine leading into day 2 and never looking 
back. Highlighted by some fantastic individual performances by Brandon L and 
Hayley F, with both able to claim 2 Warranwood records. Our district team has 
now been finalised and we are hoping to see many great performances on the 
29th of August at Bill Stewart Athletics track.  

 
 

Our next big school wide sporting event is fast approaching, with footy day sched-
uled for Thursday the 15th of September. Although I am still recovering from Carlton 
bowing out by 1point, we can come together to celebrate football codes and sport. 
Students are encouraged to wear their favourite football colours on the day. There 
will be a team photo and a parade in the morning followed by footy based literacy, 
numeracy and some footy games outside. If your child does not have a favourite 
team they are welcome to wear any sporting team colours or clothes they choose. 
Megan has also organised a great footy day lunch deal which is available for pay-
ment through QKR.  
 
 

In PE students are experiencing the football 
codes, this can be supported at home by having a 
kick, play or by watching some football over the 
next few weeks in the lead up to footy day.  
Students will be having a try at Rugby, Soccer, 
Gaelic, Aussie Rules and Gridiron. Looking for-
ward to a busy end of term on the sporting field. 
As always, 
 

Yours in Sport, 
Dylan Sendeckyj 

These steps are: 1. Ask 2. Listen 3. Encourage action 4. Check in. 
5. Useful contacts when a child is not OK:  Staff member at school, school counsellor, Welfare person, GP or 

psychologist.  Kids Helpline on 1800 55 1800  or Lifeline on 13 11 14. 
6. Tips for building good mental health include but are not limited to the following: Build positive rela-

tionships, exercise and stay healthy, develop gratitude, identify and use your strengths, create flow, give 
to others, and finally seek help. 

 
Wakakirri Performance is happening tonight. 
“Chookas” to the Senior School students performing tonight at Frankston Performing Arts Centre, one of the 
largest Performing Arts event for schools. The team have been working hard to refine their performance dur-
ing the past few weeks with after school, lunch time and Sunday rehearsals. These performances have been 
capably lead by Jacinta O’Leary, (Performance Crew Leader) Dee Chadwick (Performance Crew) and Jeenah 
Metcalf (Props crew leader) and in conjunction with the students have developed and refined performance. 
 
The Wakakirri ethos “Great Stories Inspire Change” is the focus. Peachboy is a folktale 
from Japan. This is the story of young Momotaro, whose name literally means Peach Boy. 
The story is one of the most popular from Japanese folklore. Its theme of the unification of 
a people separated by hostility into an effective force for change resonates throughout his-
tory and applies to many different cultures. 
 
What a great opportunity for all of our students to be a part of. 

 
Suzanne Kot 
Assistant Principal 
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Canteen News & Roster 
 
Qkr Ordering 
When placing an order online through Qkr please make sure that you have selected the right day and 
date for your students order and then press submit. 
 
We are having a number of students coming to the canteen at lunch time that think they are having a lunch 
order and one has not been placed. This can be quite upsetting for the child and it is also a very busy time of 
service for the canteen. If a student has no lunch order they will be offered an emergency lunch of a vege-
mite or cheese sandwich. 
 
Footy Day 
The Canteen is having a Footy Day Lunch on Thursday 15th Sept. Please ensure orders are placed, 
through QKR by the due date of 1pm, Friday 2nd Sept.  NO LATE ORDERS CAN BE ACCPETED due to 
stock shortages. 

 
Below is the current roster, if you can help out on any days, please message me on 0419-387-370. 
 

Monday and Tuesday 10.30am to 2pm 
Thursday and Friday 10am to 2pm 

 
Warm Regards, 
Megan Parker 
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Community Notices 

COMMUNITY DONATIONS 
 
If you shop at either of these Stores, then mention our School as they support us with donations.   
 
For Ritchie's IGA you need to complete a registration and nominate Warranwood Primary; Ritchie's then 
donate a percentage of sales to the School. 
 
For Rebel Sports, soon to merge with Amart, just mention Warranwood 
Primary and they also donate a percentage of sales to the School 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwivueaO2cHXAhXEopQKHU9DBSIQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westfield.co.nz%2Fstores%2Frebel-sport%2Fnz-rebel-sport&psig=AOvVaw3WH4p7LIjQr5q-Q7GjDQpz&ust=1510873331
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