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Warranwood  
Primary School 

www.warranwood.vic.edu.au 

Term 3, Week 7 
Thursday 27th August 2020 

Principal’s Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EXCITING NEWS 
Earlier this week we heard from Premier Andrews and Education Minister James Merlino that they believe we 
will most likely be back at school for student learning in Term 4 this year. The sacrifices and commitment that 
everyone has made over the last 5 weeks are having a marked impact on the infection rates and numbers of 
community transmissions and it is realistic to believe we will be under 100 a day in the next week. Of course, we 
must all continue the hard yards for now and not become complacent, but it was great for the personal spirit and 
sense of hope to hear that there is light at the end of the long tunnel we have been in. 
 
 
Warranwood PS Online Assembly Friday 3pm 
It will be a nice chance to come together as an entire community, celebrate student work and share some stories 
together and launch some competitions for families to get involved in over the next couple of weeks. 
We look forward to seeing you all in the assembly and ask that you help by making sure microphones are muted 
and no-one uses the chat feature. 
 
The Assembly will look like, 
 
Acknowledgement of Country by School Captains 
School Oath by our School Captains 
Teacher I am- Dr Seuss- By the Warranwood Staff 
Year 1/2 On Show 
Author's Chair Story Time 
Year 3/4 On Show 
Taiko Drummers 
Competition Launch- Lego Masters Warranwood- When ISO is Finished 
Competition Launch- Home Learning Helper Gratitude Celebration 
Assembly Close 
 
Please find the link to our first whole school assembly for Friday afternoon 
 
Meeting link: https://eduvic.webex.com/eduvic/j.php? 
MTID=madd3d481b468ca2aad9753e34ec65733 
 
Meeting number: 165 399 6441 
Password: Welcome 

https://eduvic.webex.com/eduvic/j.php?%20MTID=madd3d481b468ca2aad9753e34ec65733
https://eduvic.webex.com/eduvic/j.php?%20MTID=madd3d481b468ca2aad9753e34ec65733
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TOILET UPGRADES ABOUT TO COMMENCE 
In some exciting news our toilet refurbishment and upgrade is ready to kick off as soon as we are out of Stage 
4 restrictions. The Bowden Group have been selected by the VSBA to implement the upgrade and we will 
soon have swish new facilities for our students to enjoy. We expect all works to be finished by the end of this 
year still with a start date late this term or during the holiday period. 
 
FATHERS DAY STALL DISAPPOINTMENT 
Sadly, this year despite some persistent, creative and herculean efforts by our Friends of Warranwood team, 
we are unable to manage a stall for dads as we were unable to work around the Stage 4 restrictions and DET 
and Warranwood Covid 19 safety protocols. We will make it up to dads next year when we will have the big-
gest and best stall ever. Thank you to the team who invested so much time in trying to manage all the chal-
lenges to make it still happen. Your efforts were so impressive! 
 
SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS and CALL OUT 
This year has seen some new and unique challenges arise as a school community. Warranwood has been 
extremely well served and most fortunate to have a committed and enthusiastic team of school councillors to 
share in the workings and decisions about aspects of our school running and goals. 
 
With the unique challenges that have presented this year we would like to put a call out for 2 volunteers  who 
might be interested in joining council for the back half of this year to discuss and share insights into school 
business and assist with decision making for how we move forward as a learning community. We have 2 va-
cancies available and if you feel you have something to offer then please call me-Shane to discuss the role 
and what it might mean. School council meets once a month currently online and members also belong to a 
sub-committee to engage in discussions about any of; Education, Buildings and Grounds/ Sustainability/ Pro-
motions/ Friends of Warranwood and Finance. Belonging to school council offers a great way to build relation-
ships and act as a voice in our community about the direction of our school. 
 
If you are interested or even a little inquisitive give me a call and I will be only too happy to discuss further with 
you. We are definitely interested in speaking to someone with a financial/ accounting background to compli-
ment school council skill sets. 
 
Prep 2021 Transition News 
At this point we are still expecting to be able to facilitate a full Prep transition program over 4 weeks in Term 4 
and implement school visits to help prepare our new community members for 2021 and their school journey. If 
this is required to change, we will work together as a local school network to ensure a consistent approach to 
transition across local schools and arrange and plan for a series of learning and orientation opportunities for 
our newest community members via online meetings and talking with kinder teachers and parents.  
 
Year 6 to Year 7 Transition News 
Our Year 6s have all been provided their secondary school placements for 2021 and the process of transition 
will start to enter their minds from here on in. 2020 will be a most memorable graduating class as I know we 
will all feel a little more sad than usual to see them move on due to the missed tie this year. I was amazed to 
see a few of our senior school students the other day and was shocked at how they’d physically grown in the 
last 2 months. We are always so enthused and inspired by our young leaders who head off in many directions 
after Year 6 and as principal I am always so, so proud to hear of the achievements in both learning and citi-
zenship that are reported back to me. We still have an important term and half with our Year 6 students and 
will be looking to have them work hard and leave Warranwood with a strong legacy of RUIn. 
 

Special THANKS to Tash and Jess for a fantastic SCIENCE WEEK! 
 
I would like to thank all of our budding student scientists at Warranwood for engaging 
in our Science Week opportunities last week. We were so lucky to have Jess, our 
Scientist in School partner to share her ideas and assist Tash to arrange some great 
learning and investigation opportunities. Well done everyone on your creative and 
scientific thinking! 
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Shane Harrop  
Principal 

 
Assistant Principal’s Report 
 
EDUCATION SUB COMMITTEE REPORT: 
The Education subcommittee consists of a small group of people, staff and parents, working together to develop 
and review policies and procedures for the benefit of the school community.  The committee is for people inter-
ested in developing policies in line with the community’s educational aspirations for its children.  Policies are 
statements of purpose, which are implemented on Council’s behalf to achieve many of the objectives stated in 
our School Strategic Plan as well as areas, which need to be addressed to ensure our programs and practices, 
are followed in accordance with the needs of the community in mind. Consultation is sought from various mem-
bers of the school community according to the purposes of the policy. To ensure that the school community are 
informed we will communicate with you the policies we have been working on in order to benefit our school.   The 
Education Sub Committee has been working on drafts of the following policy Immunisation Exclusion to benefit 
our school. In light of current times this policy has been written in response to changes in the way the school is 
working and in line with new Department guidelines. If you have any suggestions, alterations or recommenda-
tions please return your responses via email to the schools email account by Friday 11th September 2020.  A 
copy of the draft policy is attached to the Compass newsletter post for your perusal. 
 
PLANNING WEEK 
Each term our teachers have the opportunity to meet together for the day as a team to plan the curriculum for our 
students for the following term.  These days happen once a term and are scheduled at the end of the term to min-
imise disruptions to the students’ learning time.  The planning day is a valuable day for the teachers to reflect on 
the recent term, discuss your children’s needs and plan for what lies ahead.  Quality learning only happens with 
thorough and purposeful planning. I’m sure you would agree our staff have planned amazing programs for our 
students during these uncertain times and have considered abilities, engagement and being sensitive to the stu-
dents’ wellbeing. The timetable for the week is altered to accommodate this organisational matter and involves 
each level working with the specialist’s teachers for the day. Planning week will happen in Week 9 and all teams 
will be planning on Wednesday 9th September 2020. The Specialists team will organise the day for the students 
to be involved in similar to the wellbeing day recently provided. Further details and information will be provided 
closer to the day. 
 

Tips to Reduce Vision Fatigue – During Remote Learning/Teaching  
(Adapted from Vision Impairment Communities of Practice Meeting 6/8/2020 Marion Blaze - SVRC) 
Vision fatigue is common in the general population. You might experience it while working from home. There is 
currently lots in the media about fatigue caused by ‘intensity’ of online meetings. 
Studies have shown that when reading or working on a computer, blink rate can decrease substantially, thus 
causing symptoms of eyestrain. 
Common signs and symptoms of vision fatigue may include: 

 Blurred vision 

 Double vision 

 Headaches 

 Loss of concentration 

 Sore eyes 

 Watery eyes 

 Rubbing eyes  
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General strategies to relieve vision fatigue 
 Follow the ‘20-20-20 Rule’ – Take 20 second break every 20 minutes to look at objects 20 feet (6m 

away)  

 https://visioneyeinstitute.com.au/eyematters/the-20-20-20-rule-for-healthy-happy-eyes/ 

 ‘Rest’ eyes regularly when working on a screen 

 Alternate visual and non-visual tasks 

 Change accommodation – e.g. change regularly from near tasks to distant tasks 

 Relaxation techniques and mindfulness activities 

 Install Ease of Access on laptops - larger cursor, coloured cursor, enlarged print, inverted screen  

 When possible, keep blinds closed during the sunniest times of the day, to reduce glare on laptop/iPad 
screens 

Suzanne Kot 
Assistant Principal 

https://visioneyeinstitute.com.au/eyematters/the-20-20-20-rule-for-healthy-happy-eyes/
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Community Notices 

COMMUNITY DONATIONS 
 
If you shop at either of these Stores, then mention our School as they support us with donations.   
 
For Ritchie's IGA you need to complete a registration and nominate Warranwood Primary; Ritchie's then 
donate a percentage of sales to the School. 
 
For Rebel Sports, soon to merge with Amart, just mention Warranwood 
Primary and they also donate a percentage of sales to the School 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwivueaO2cHXAhXEopQKHU9DBSIQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westfield.co.nz%2Fstores%2Frebel-sport%2Fnz-rebel-sport&psig=AOvVaw3WH4p7LIjQr5q-Q7GjDQpz&ust=1510873331

