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Warranwood  
Primary School 

www.warranwood.vic.edu.au 

Term 4, Week 1 
Thursday 8th October 2020 

Principal’s Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome Back to School to all our Warranwood Students and Families  
The day is quickly approaching where we will have all of our students back at school again. We are so, so excit-
ed and looking forward to seeing our students back in the classrooms and in the playground at Warranwood 
again. We will be welcoming all students back to school on Monday 12th of October and will have staff at the vari-
ous gates to welcome and support students from 8.45am until 9.15 am. This is a longer period for arrival than 
usual and is taking into account lessons learnt from Term 2 for efficient school drop off community density re-
quirements around gates.   
 
When dropping students at school, families are asked to arrive together, preferably without parents- please stay 
at the car and wave goodbye this will support lower density rates around the gates. We realise this might take a 
few goes to get back into the swing of things after such a long time away. Our students managed this amazingly 
well last time after the first couple of days! Students will then move to their classrooms where they will wash 
hands and set up for the day in their class with their teacher and peers. 
 
Monday morning will possibly be a little challenging for some and REALLY exciting for others, but you can rest 
assured our teachers will make sure the welcome back to school will be a relaxed and supportive experience. 
Students will spend the first week reconnecting with peers and re-establishing school routines to assist with feel-
ing comfortable and taking the opportunity to reflect and share journeys and experiences form the last Term to 
build community and understanding.  
 
If your child is anxious about coming back to school, please refer to Suzanne's Coming Back to School tips and 
please remember to communicate with your child's teacher so they will be able to support and assist with having 
a positive experience. Remember we also have Wendy as a wonderful resource and students can meet with her 
to gain support with reframing troublesome thoughts. We would like to offer you all our most sincere thanks and 
gratitude for your incredible support of our home learning programs over the year so far and we so greatly value 
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the partnerships and shared understandings developed about student learning, this synergy will help us all 
move forward with stronger clarity and collaboration in the remainder of 2020 and into 2021 
 
I fully expect to see some dancing mums and dads on Monday morning as students are dropped off and they 
head home or to work without the extra responsibilities of managing child learning as well. I also hope that you 
have allocated some time to yourselves to treat and relax even if for just an hour! You all deserve it!!! 
 
DROP OFF 
Drop off at school begins from 8.45- 9.15am for at least the first 4weeks. This means you have a 30 min win-
dow to do this and students will not be marked late. Class formal lessons will not start until 9.20 each morning 
as we will run a modified timetable. This approach spreads the density of arrivals and with 3 gates we feel this 
will ensure appropriate social distancing especially at the entry gates. It is imperative to remember to not gath-
er or mill at the gates at drop off or pick up. Students are encouraged to walk from the car to the gate by them-
selves to reduce numbers at the gates. Where appropriate of course! 
 
PICK UP 
Pick up from school will be from 3.15pm-3.45pm. Teachers will be at each gate to supervise and assist. Again, 
this is a half hour time frame to support social distancing and keep population density at the gates to a reason-
able number. 
 
Families are encouraged to arrange a gate to meet at together to make pick up easier and less confusing. 
Families need to communicate this with children to support their confidence with the pick -up arrangement. 
Please follow signage and markings to maintain social distancing and encourage students to meet you at the 
car where appropriate. Remember we have a 30 min window so there is no need to rush to be first at 3.15. 
Students will be supervised and supported by teachers. 
 
Prep students are escorted to a designated gate by their teacher for pick up. Gate 1 Prep Liz, Gate 2 Prep 
Tash and Gate 3 Prep Anne.  All other students are allowed to depart via family planned gates. If you have a 
prep child it would be best to have older siblings leave via the Prep child's gate too! 
 
Gate 1 is on Wellington Park Drive nearest the Prep Rooms. 
Gate 2 is at the front of the school near the oval and admin office. 
Gate 3 is on Wonga Rd and is near the basketball courts. 
 
Health and safety measures 
As on-site schooling resumes, we will continue to have in place strong measures to protect the health and 
safety of students, staff, families and the community. This includes the extended start and finish times, restrict-
ing parent access to school grounds and continued emphasis on hand hygiene, cough and sneeze protocols 
and physical distancing where possible and practical where working with children under 12. 
 
Please give particular attention to reducing the risks associated with congregation at school gates and taking 
steps to contribute to physical distancing within the school.  
 
As all Warranwood students are returning to face-to-face learning please be assured we will be focused on 
three key priorities in Term 4: 
 
Mental health and wellbeing  
Our highest priority will be the wellbeing, particularly the mental health, of every student and member of staff. 
This means effectively mobilising all available resources to support students and enabling staff to access the 
relevant support services if required. We will be focussing on supporting students to rebuild peer connections 
and relationships and also revisiting classroom norms and practices to help with confidence and stamina for 
their learning. 
 
Learning and excellence 
Some of our students have thrived in the remote and flexible learning environment, others have maintained 
their learning progress, and some may have fallen behind, despite their best efforts and those of their families 
and teachers. Our priority will be supporting both those who need to catch up and those who have progressed 
to continue to extend their learning. 

 
Transitions  
We will make every effort to ensure successful transitions for our students moving from kindergarten into Prep 
in 2021, our Grade 6s moving into Year 7, and also the transitions throughout the school levels at the end of 
the year. 
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We know some families are worried that their child may have to repeat a year due to the disruptions of coro-
navirus (COVID-19). There is little evidence to support the benefits of repeating a year to catch up in fact 
there is significant evidence that this practice is damaging and causes many issues for students. Instead, we 
will continue to use appropriate and targeted teaching strategies that draw on the best evidence available to 
help students meet their learning needs.   
 
Parents, families and carers can be confident that the best option for almost every child is to stay with their 
peer group, whether that is moving from kindergarten into Prep, moving from Grade 6 into Year 7 at second-
ary school, or students moving up any year level in between. 
 
Our school, working with you, has shown it can be flexible and adaptable in responding to the challenges of 
coronavirus (COVID-19) and will continue to meet student needs as we look towards the end of the 2020 
school year and ahead to 2021.  
 

NETBOOK RETURNS- Please bring back this Friday afternoon or Monday morning 
Can all netbooks please be returned to school this Friday by 3.45pm or on Monday as students return to 
school. Please ensure netbooks are in a clearly labelled bag with the power cord included to allow for cleaning 
and disinfecting before being returned to classrooms. It is imperative that these invaluable resources are re-
turned to school asap to support learning programs at school. 
 
 
A HUGE THANK YOU TO OUR TEACHING and ES TEAMS 
I would like to take this chance to offer my sincerest gratitude and admiration to our Warranwood staff for their 
dedication, agile thinking, collaborative teamwork and persistence over the past term of remote learning. The 
many challenges faced, and solutions found to countless learning and growing situations have embodied the 
growth mindset that our Positive Education community espouses and aims for. We as a learning community 
and indeed I as principal feel so appreciative to have our special staff as part of our team. I know that to a per-
son they are excited, nervous and enthused and greatly anticipating the chance to work with your children 
again in the classroom and help them settle back in and continue their learning journey. 
 
PARENT STUDENT 2021 CLASS COMMUNITY PLACEMENT INFORMATION 
This year has presented many unique and diverse learning experiences for students, parents and teachers 
across the world, our country and here in Warranwood. Students learn at different rates across the curriculum 
and throughout varied stages of their lives for a range of reasons. As learning and teaching professionals our 
dedicated and capable staff and in fact the entire education profession across schools in Victoria will continue 
to measure where students are and then plan specific learning sequences to have them grow the next part of 
their journey and then evaluate that learning and restart the process again to build student skills, understand-
ings and proficiencies. Learning will indeed continue to be all about Learning for Life! 
 
In Term 4 our teachers will spend considerable time constructing classes for 2021. Students are placed by 
staff in class groupings best suited to their learning needs. Many factors are considered to create classes that 
are balanced – academic, social and behavioural factors, along with teachers’ knowledge of students. This 
process is not about placing children with their friends but creating positive learning communities across the 
school for everyone’s benefit. In fact, evidence clearly suggests students who have wider relational networks 
make greater gains and experience less anxiety throughout transitional stages of their lives. 
  
The class structure at Warranwood for 2021 will again be Prep (Foundation), Junior School (Year 1/2), Middle 
School (Year 3/4) and Senior School (Year 5/6). A copy of our Class Formation Policy is attached in the Con-
nect. As per this policy, if you have information of social or educational significance that you wish to be 
taken into consideration by teachers as class lists are prepared, please provide that information in 
writing to Shane-principal (not class teachers) as soon as possible. While taken into consideration, we 
can of course not guarantee that your request will be met. I encourage you to read the policy and con-
tact me if you have any queries. Please note that requests for specific teachers will not and can not be 
considered. This year has presented many unique and diverse learning experiences for students 
across the world our country and here in Warranwood.  
 
Classes are structured around the needs of ALL students. Teachers are then matched to classes, considering 
a range of factors. Teachers also move from one area to another as part of their professional development 
and because we have different number of classes at each level each year. It is therefore not possible/
practical/fair to include into this mix the demands/requests of parents for specific teachers. This is an im-
portant part of our process and I wish to draw everyone’s attention to this aspect as although we understand 
that some parents would feel their child would be better having another year with a specific teacher this re-
quest cannot and will not be considered for a vast range of reasons. 
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Please understand it is essential that all letters of request are about student needs and not about direct teacher 
allocation as this will only end in disappointment and will not be considered. 
 
Please forward any information to me by letter by Friday 16

th
 of October. 

 
 

PREP ENROLMENTS FOR 2021 ENROL NOW! 
 
Can any families with a Prep child for 2021 please drop by the office to collect enrolment forms asap from Sue.  
We would appreciate enrolment forms being returned asap to assist with our planning and preparations for the 
Prep classes in 2021. We look forward to welcoming our newest community members at our special transition 
sessions to be held throughout Term 4. These may look different to other years depending upon Covid re-
strictions at the time but we have been busy with planning alternative ideas to ensure our newest students are 
provided with quality opportunities to be familiar with their school- including the people and places in it. 
 
UPDATED 2021 PREP TRANSITION PROGRAM INFORMATION 
Please find our COVID modified Prep Transition Program to support our newest little community members with 
the move to school throughout this term. This is an important process and we have given great considerations 
to how we can support students and families with this transition process. Please note our staff will also be visit-
ing kinders for observations and information gathering with kinder teachers and reading the transition reports to 
help with building understandings about our new Prep students. These modified experiences will assist teach-
ers in getting to know our new students and assist with building classroom communities for next year. We still 
expect that students and families will know their class and teacher by the last session this year.  
 
Parent Information Session for 2021 Enrolled Students 
MONDAY 19th October 2020 at 7pm-8.15pm via zoom link – to be sent to family email account. We will be also 
breaking into small groups during this session to encourage relationship and information sharing opportunities. 
 
2021 Prep Orientation Program Sessions- Please Note Changes due to Covid 
 
We will provide a number of short meets in small groups online for students and teachers to come to-
gether and share an experience and build some relationships. 

 Wednesday 21st October 2020, 25min short online session between 2-3.30pm Webex. The link for your 
child’s small group meet to be sent to your email account. Group Focus- Story Time and Show and Tell 
about your favourite toy/teddy- please have with child 

 

 Wednesday 4th November 2020, 25min short online session between 2-3.30pm Webex. The link for your 
child’s small group meet to be sent to your email account. Group Focus- Virtual school tour and story board 
opportunity to explore the classroom and playgrounds at school. 

 

 Wednesday 18th November 2020, 30min short online session between 2-3.30pm Webex. The link for your 
child’s small group meet to be sent to your email account. Group Focus- Meet the Specialist teachers and 
try some activities online for Japanese- Tanya Sensei, Art- Jeenah, Performing Arts- Jacinta and Physical 
Education- Dylan 

 

 Tuesday 8th December 2020, We are still hopeful this will take place at school  for students to explore and 
meet with teachers on the day between 9.30-10.40am. Meet your 2021 teacher, classmates and your spe-
cial Warranwood BIG buddy. We will keep you updated with this as information becomes available. 
 
First Time Parents Online Coffee Club Chats- TBA 

 
Shane Harrop  
Principal 
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Assistant Principal’s Report 
 
WELCOME BACK TO SCHOOL EVERYONE: 
 
When the recent announcement was made that all students, Prep-6 could return to school on the twelfth of this 
month I could hear the cheers from all parents and students in Melbourne. Everyone is excited to be returning to 
see their classmates, teachers and just to return to a normal life in the classroom. The parents on the other hand 
are also excited to feel they can release their level of responsibility of teaching their child/ren back to the class-
room teachers, who are the qualified educators in our society. Parents, you achieved a remarkable outcome with 
the many weeks of responding to learning from home with your children. You should be proud of your achieve-
ments no matter how big or small. We congratulate you!! 
 
The staff also deserve credit for the engaging and educational programs and learning provided weekly. The regu-
lar contact made with students to ensure all were understanding their tasks including the support they provided 
was outstanding as they also targeted small groups of students to support their learning and wellbeing at their 
point of need. 
 
I must also give a ‘shout out’ to our Specialist Staff, Education Support Staff and the Administration staff for their 
ongoing commitment to our students and the programs. Not only were the learning programs planned and admin-
istered with the students in mind, the welfare of our students and families were a top priority to ensure everyone 
had someone to support them if they needed just to debrief, ask a question, or raise a query. We were here for 
you all and we hope your experience with everything and everyone was a positive one. 
 
As we are returning next week there continue to be expectations from families to adhere to ensuring that we all 
stay safe as a community. These expectations are attached to the newsletter. It would be appreciated if you 
could read them carefully and follow these guidelines which are directives from the government. To give an over-
view we will have 2 staff members at each of the 3 main gates to support you and your child’s drop off in the 
morning between 8.45 and 9.15 to ensure lots of people don’t congregate at the gates. The students will be ex-
pected to walk to their classroom through the school grounds. The pick up times are between 3.15 and 3.45. 
There will be no temperature checking at all with students and we will ensure there is physical distancing and hy-
giene practices implemented throughout the day. 
 
Thank you for your attention and adherence to these guidelines. 
 
ARE YOU READY TO BE SUNSMART? 

UV radiation isn’t like the sun’s light or heat, which we can see and feel. That means we usually don’t notice the 
damage until it’s too late. The UV level can be as high on a cold or cloudy day as it is when it is a scorching hot 
day. Now we have passed September the UV rays have increased and we need to ensure we are protected by 
following the following Outside 5 procedures.  

It would be wonderful if children were encouraged to wear hats as they walk to and from school (especially after 
school) as this will provide them with the best possible protection. When the UV Index levels reach 3 and above, 
UV radiation can damage skin and lead to skin cancer.  For example tomorrow the UV rays will be 3. As of Term 
4 hats and protection are a must. 

Information from the Anti-Cancer Council tells us that Sun exposure in the first 15 years of life contributes signifi-
cantly to a child’s lifetime risk of skin cancer. To protect yourself and children you care for, use a combination of 5 
sun protection measures - The Outside 5 - throughout the day:  

1.      Slip on some sun-protective clothing - that covers as much skin as possible.  
2.      Slop on SPF30+ sunscreen - make sure it is broad spectrum and water resistant. Put it on 20 minutes 
 before you go outdoors and every two hours afterwards. Sunscreen should never be used to extend 
 the time you spend in the sun. 

3.      Slap on a hat - that protects your face, head, neck and ears.  
4.      Seek shade.  
5.      Slide on some sunglasses - make sure they meet Australian Standards. 

Particular care should be taken between 10am and 2pm (11am and 3pm daylight saving time) when UV levels 
reach their peak. 

EDUCATION SUB COMMITTEE REPORT: 
The Education subcommittee consists of a small group of people, staff and parents, working together to develop 
and review policies and procedures for the benefit of the school community.  The committee is for people inter-
ested in developing policies in line with the community’s educational aspirations for its children.  Policies are 
statements of purpose, which are implemented on Council’s behalf to achieve many of the objectives stated in 
our School Strategic Plan as well as areas, which need to be addressed to ensure our programs and practices, 
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are followed in accordance with the needs of the community in mind. Consultation is sought from various 
members of the school community according to the purposes of the policy. To ensure that the school commu-
nity are informed we will communicate with you the policies we have been working on in order to benefit our 
school.   The Education Sub Committee has been working on drafts of the following policy: Complaints to ben-
efit our school. Attached is the Flow chart to give you an overview of the process. More details of the policy 
are included in the document attached to this newsletter. This policy have been written in response to chang-
es in the way the school is working and within new Department guidelines. If you have any suggestions, alter-
ations or recommendations please return your responses via email to the schools email account attention to 
me.  Thank you for reading these policies in order for you to be informed about the way our school operates.  

 
COMPLAINTS POLICY FLOWCHART 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Suzanne Kot 
Assistant Principal 
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PARENT EXPECTATIONS TO FOLLOW WHEN WE 
RETURN TO SCHOOL 

#1 Feeling Unwell  If your child is feeling unwell with either runny nose, cough or temperature, you must mark them 
absent, they are to stay home until they are feeling better and no symptoms are present. Par-
ents will be called to come and collect any student presenting with symptoms. 

#2 Handwashing  Everyone at school is going to make sure the students are kept safe, and there is plenty of 
soap at school so that everyone can wash their hands many times a day. The staff will ensure 
they will take the students out of class to wash their hands on a regular basis and after breaks. 

 Hand sanitiser is also available to be used but handwashing is the most optimum practice on a 
regular basis. 

#3 Air Ventilation  We will ensure the classroom is well ventilated with fresh airflow. 

 Classroom doors will be open at all times. 

#4 Student drop off 
and pick up 

 Your child can be dropped off in the morning and a staff member will meet them at the gate 
where you are dropping them off and direct them to their classroom.. This will take place be-
tween 8.45 am and 9.15 am. 

 Your child can be picked up between 3.15 and 3.45 at the designated gates. 

 The classroom teacher will greet them outside their classroom. 

 If your child is experiencing anxiousness please contact the school to make alternative arrange-
ments. 

 If you need to pick up your child early please call the office and we will escort students from the 
classroom to the gate to meet you. 

 No parents are to be on site at all. Email or phone calls are a necessity. 

#5 Gathering points  Parents are not to gather in groups around the gates to the school grounds at any time. Email 
or phone the school if you require assistance or support. 

 It is expected that parents “say goodbyes and give kisses” at their car and encourage students 
to walk from car to the gate to meet their teachers. 

 Prep families will likely need to walk their children to the gate to meet teachers. Please remem-
ber to present a positive body language as students will feed off anxiety and become anxious 
themselves. 

#6 Food Sharing  The staff will ensure there is no sharing of food. 

#7 Food and Drinking 
of water 

 Ensure your child has their own snacks, lunch and water bottle as access to the water fountains 
is prohibited at this time. Students will be able to refill water bottles from the canteen kitchen 
throughout the day. 

#8 Cleaning of high 
use areas 

 Cleaning products will be provided although these will be kept in a secure area away from the 
students. 

 We will have a cleaner onsite during the day to undertake a cleaning regime of the high touch 
areas, toilets and shared equipment will be cleaned regularly. 

 All school playground equipment is being treated by a special disinfectant fogging treatment 
each month to ensure hygiene. 

#9 Classroom lessons  The children will be encouraged to physically distance in the classroom and each class will cre-
ate a classroom bubble. 

#10 Return of Net-
books and Equipment 

 Please ensure your child returns the Netbook borrowed from the school on the first day 
to enable the school to use this technology throughout the day. Make sure it is in a 
named bag including the grade. 

 Please remember to bring a drink bottle, art smock, pencil case and of course it is hat 
season. 

#11 Canteen  Lunch orders will be provided but there will be no over the counter sales at all. If your child 
would like an additional item i.e icy pole, they need to include it on their lunch order and it will 
be delivered to the classroom with their lunch. 

REMEMBER  It is important to understand the effect your own behaviour can have on your child. If you react 
in a way that suggests you are worried about your child going back to school, your child may 
worry too! Try to remain calm and positive when talking to your child about going back to 
school. Reassure your child that being at school is safe and remind them what they love about 
school. 

 We want this transition back to school to be a positive experience for your child and 
your family. 

 If you are feeling anxious, please read through the range of responses we are putting in 
place to follow best practice and advice from the Chief Health Officer. It is important to 
remember the rest of Australia has been back at school for weeks now and they have 
been able to do so successfully. 
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FROM THE HEALTH CENTRE………………………………………………… 
 
Primary School Nursing Program 2020 
 
Barbara Hill is a Visiting Primary School Nurse from the Department of Education and Training who will be 
attending Warranwood Primary School to conduct the annual Prep/Foundation grade health screening as-
sessments and to see other children as requested by parents or teachers (only with parental consent).  
 
The purpose of the visit is to provide all Victorian children with the opportunity to have a health assessment; 
to link children, families and school communities to services available in the community; and to provide infor-
mation and advice that promotes health and wellbeing. Parents are invited to contact Barbara on 0412 161 
471 if there are any issues they wish to discuss.  
 
Parents of students (other than Prep students) who wish their child to be seen by the school nurse need to 
complete a referral form that is available at the school office. This completed referral form needs to be then 
returned to the school office.  
 
If parents of students in Prep do not wish for their child to participate in the program please tick the no con-
sent box on page 5 of the questionnaire, sign and return the form by Friday 16 October 2020. 
 
Kind Regards,  
 
Wendy Scott  
Health and Wellbeing Coordinator 

Library News 
Dear Warranwood families, 
 
There is a large container/box in the school foyer area for Warranwood School library books to be 
returned. 
 
I shall clear books  and return to shelves regularly. 
 
Books  should be returned to the Library as soon as possible please. 
 
Any problems please contact me Tuesday and Wednesdays, always happy to help. 
 
Kim Barlow 
Library 
 



9 

 



10 

 



11 

 



12 

 

Community Notices 

COMMUNITY DONATIONS 
 
If you shop at either of these Stores, then mention our School as they support us with donations.   
 
For Ritchie's IGA you need to complete a registration and nominate Warranwood Primary; Ritchie's then 
donate a percentage of sales to the School. 
 
For Rebel Sports, soon to merge with Amart, just mention Warranwood 
Primary and they also donate a percentage of sales to the School 

Exciting News from our North Ringwood IGA! 
 

Our Fundraising Partner Ritchies IGA, are launching their new Ritchies Card, incorporating the Com-
munity Benefit Program and this will not only benefit our organisation, but also all our members. 
The program now has an App for both IOS and Android smart devices.  For those members who don’t 
have a smart phone, or would like a physical card, this option is also available and can be linked to 
the App. 
 
Every month, our School will receive 0.5%* of what our members’ spend in Ritchies Stores PLUS our 
members will receive special offers and member only specials via the App.  
*T&C’s apply see https://www.ritchies.com.au/ritchiescardterms 
 
Featuring monthly promotions, cheaper prices for you, Collect and Win, as well as games and lots 
more fun things to do, this is a great opportunity to support our club.  
 
 You can download the Apps by scanning the QR codes below - or search for Ritchies in the Apple 
App Store or Google Play. 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwivueaO2cHXAhXEopQKHU9DBSIQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westfield.co.nz%2Fstores%2Frebel-sport%2Fnz-rebel-sport&psig=AOvVaw3WH4p7LIjQr5q-Q7GjDQpz&ust=1510873331
https://www.ritchies.com.au/ritchiescardterms
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