
1 

 

Warranwood  
Primary School 

www.warranwood.vic.edu.au 

Principal’s Report 
 
Gratitude 
This week I have reflected upon the amazing parent and community support we enjoy here at Warranwood PS. 
In providing a Prep tour for next year I found myself talking about all the different ways parents and extended 
family/ community assist us daily with all that we do in providing the very best of experiences for our students. In 
the last week alone, we have enjoyed support of our parents with excursions to Lego Land, The Museum, swim-
ming lessons Canberra camp, canteen helpers, Book Fair sales, student banking, Mother’s Day Stall set up and 
facilitation over two different days and then there are all the parents and classroom helpers who assist with 
reading and writing and even mentoring programs across the various levels of the school community. What an 
amazing sense of community and model of connectedness for our students. So, to everyone who has helped or 
is planning to assist in some way over the coming weeks we say a HUGE thank you for making our Warran-
wood community so special. You are greatly appreciated and vital to our student’s rich educational experiences. 
 

PREP ENROLMENTS FOR 2020 ARE NOW OPEN 
2020 PREP INFORMATION NIGHT– Wednesday May 29 at 7.00pm in the Prep Rooms  

SATURDAY MORNING TOURS- THIS WEEKEND 9am-11am  
Tell your friends and neighbours to join our Warranwood Community.  

Book a personal tour with Shane or Suzanne! 
 
NAPLAN 
NAPLAN assessments will be administered next week from Tuesday to Thursday across Australia. These as-
sessments can be useful for our staff to compliment assessment data they collect in an ongoing sense from 
class work and also for our school collectively to analyse data to drive improvement in our practice. Parents can 
also use the NAPLAN results as a tool to reflect on how students perform in different testing formats.  We will be 
treating the assessments as another learning task here at school and will be ensuring students are not anxious 
and are prepared to do their best with the tasks. Please keep all talk positively focussed and restrain from plac-
ing emphasis on the importance of the tests for students as they can construct their own realities about the con-
sequences of their performances that are not useful.  Please remember to speak to your class teacher if you 
need to clarify any concerns or wonderings. 
 

EDUCATION WEEK -20
th

 May to 24
th

 May 2019  
OPEN MORNING- School on Show– Thursday 23rd May 9.15am to 10.40am 

Come along and see our students working in Reading and Writing Workshops. 
 

Term 2, Week 3 
Thursday 9th May, 2019 

WHAT’S ON? 
May 
10 Interschool Sport—Yarra Road PS 
11 Prep Tours 9am-11am 
14-16 Year 3 & 5 Naplan Testing 
17 Interschool Sport—Dorset PS 
20 Connect Groups—No Assembly 
21 School Council Meeting—7.30pm 
21 Sushi Day—Canteen 
22 Prep Excursion—CERES 
23 Open Morning 9-11am 
23 Science Fair 7.00-8.30pm 
24 Interschool Sport— Park Orchards PS 
27 Junior School Film Festival—Reading  

PRINCIPAL AWARDS 
 
 

Stay tuned next week for our 
Award Winners 

QKR IS HERE 
 

CURRICULUM DAY THURSDAY MAY 30TH 
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Open Evening 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are looking forward to our Science Fair evening and exploring the wonder-
ings, designs and findings of our student scientists, engineers and technicians. 
Remember students can present as a family, individually or as friendship team 
entries. 
 
Pick MY Project $200,000 Grant Update-  
Our synthetic surface replacement and repairs will take place over the June school holidays and over the first 
two weeks of Term 3. The carpark in this area will be closed over this time to allow trucks and workman ac-
cess. This exciting project will provide our students with the most up to date facilities. All the fencing around the 
area is going to be replaced as well, making the area greatly improved. Shortly new basketball back boards will 
be installed as part of the grant project. We are very excited to have this opportunity to improve our facilities.  
 

Shane Harrop 
Principal 

 
Assistant Principal Report 
 
NAPLAN AT WARRANWOOD PRIMARY SCHOOL 
The NAPLAN (National Assessment Program – Literacy & Numeracy) is held 
each year during May for students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 in Australian 
schools.  Students take part in Reading, Writing, Language Conventions 
(Spelling, Grammar & Punctuation) and Numeracy tests over the course of three 
days. 
 
NAPLAN Anxiety 
Many children can become anxious about the upcoming NAPLAN tests. This is 
natural as a lot of emphasis is placed on the tests in school and media.  Treat 
this as an opportunity to help your child build resilience towards test anxiety – 
this is just one of many more tests your child will undertake during their school 
life. It is important to provide your child with an opportunity to express their concerns about the NAPLAN 
tests.  There is no need to avoid discussing these or pretending they aren’t happening, much of the school day 
for your child may involve practicing for the NAPLAN. Explain to your primary age child that this is good prac-
tice learning to perform under test conditions as this is what high school will be like and it is just a practice for 
this. If your child doesn’t worry about them then neither should you. Be careful not to create a problem that 
doesn’t exist by incessantly talking about, or worse worrying about the test. Explain to your child that NAPLAN 
tests are another practice of test conditions and these ones don’t appear on the end of school re-
port.  Emphasise that you are confident your child has the ability to do their best during the test. 
 
Preparing for NAPLAN 
There are an abundance of NAPLAN preparation courses, books and websites.  Show your child a practice 
paper if they have not seen one yet. It is likely this has already been covered at school, but if in doubt go to the 
ACARA website: http://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/the-tests/the-tests.html. The site has specimen papers to show 
your child what they could expect on the day of NAPLAN. Practice papers only contain practice questions, 
there are plenty more questions you have yet to answer. 

http://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/the-tests/the-tests.html
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For children with learning support needs it is important to maintain focus on the core skills of reading, spelling, 
writing, number facts and problem solving skills.  These are the skills that will support them most for undertak-
ing the test.  Here are a few tips to help: 

  Show your child how to color in a multiple-choice form – color only one circle, not too heavy and not too 
light 

 Read the questions before the texts in the reading comprehension, this way you know what to look for 
when you read. 

 If you’re not sure of answer leave it and go back when you’re finished (just make sure you leave the multi-
ple choice box empty!!) 

 Multiple choice questions often have two answers completely wrong find these first and then decide which 
one you’ll choose – now there are only two to choose from! 

  
 
Anxious or nervous kids will benefit from simple relaxation strategies such as taking deep breaths, changing 
their thinking, using the meditation practices on the www.smilingminds.com  app. and/ or exercising in the 
morning. 
 
Keeping things in perspective is also important and look at the catastrophe scale about the worst things that 
can happen in life. Keeping perspective is a life skill that we all need to practice. 

iPad apps can also assist in strengthening spelling, grammar and numeracy skills.  Some standout apps in 
this regard include Super Duper Apps (Do & Does, Homophones, Has & Have, Irregular Verbs, Plurals, Reg-
ular Past Verbs, Using I and Me), Reading Eggs Spelling (primary grades), Pop Math (primary grades), Math 
Practice (high school grades) and myBlee Problems (upper primary/early high school grades). 
 
Surviving the NAPLAN Week 
During the week of NAPLAN try to maintain a calm environment at home during the week, giving plenty of 
down time before going to bed. Make sure your child has a good breakfast in the morning provides fuel for the 
rest of the day.  If your child isn’t hungry in the morning, pack some nutritious snacks for the morning break to 
keep them fueled up. On the way home from school, be guided by your child and how they are feeling. Ask 
them if they tried their best, this is all they could possibly have done. Talking about specific questions after the 
test can often only serve to increase anxiety, there’s nothing that can be done about that question now!  Try 
to schedule something fun after the tests, a treat for your child, such as extra time at the park, a milkshake, 
something that is fun! 
 
A positive, caring parent attitude is one of the best gifts you can give a child when they are nervous or appre-
hensive or nervous about approaching any different situations whether it’s going on school camp, joining a 
new club or sitting a NAPLAN test. 
 
WHAT YOU NEED TO DO IF YOU ARE A VISITOR TO OUR SCHOOL 
We value having community volunteers at our school but remind you to adhere to the following guidelines in 
accordance with our Volunteers in School policy. Community volunteers will be required to register at the 
main office on their arrival and departure. Community volunteers are required to carry out tasks in a manner 
consistent with school expectations/values, including the maintenance of a professional, cooperative and con-
fidential working environment. Community volunteers will need to comply with government regulations as out-
lined in the Working with Children Act 2005 (WWC Check). 
 
SUNSMART 
Time to wash your hats and put them away until August!  Now that it is May low UV levels occur in Victoria 
between May and August each year. At this time most people need between two and three hours of midday 
winter sun exposure spread over a week to help with our vitamin D levels and sun protection is not required. 
 
HAPPY MOTHERS’ DAY 
Mother's Day is here again. It is one of the most popular of all such days that honour relationships. Of the 

many people who add value to our lives, a mother is undoubtedly one of the most special. Whether it is your 

own mum or someone you look up to, the basic thought behind Mother's Day is expressing your-

self to that someone who has been with you throughout your life. To all of our Mothers in our 

school community we wish you a wonderful day with your family. 

Suzanne Kot 
Assistant Principal 

 

http://www.smilingminds.com
http://www.mothersdaycelebration.com/
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Office News 
Earn and Learn 
Don’t forget to collect your stickers from Woolworths and return completed sheets to the 
Office, in the past we have been quite successful in receiving valuable resources for the 
School.  Ask your friends and family to also collect and save the stickers for us. 
 
Harrison’s Fundraiser 
Thank you to those families who have already donated to the Friends of Warranwood fund-
raiser for the Pennicott Family. 
 
 
Brigid Campbell 
Business Manager 

Japanese News 
 

JAPANESE ASSISTANT TEACHER  
WE NEED HOST FAMILIES FOR TERM 3 

 
Suzuka sensei has arrived and has started teaching in all Japanese classes. 
Thank you to the wonderful Green family- Declan and Brona for hosting her 
this term! 
 
We are looking for host families for term 3 and need to find a family with NO 
DOGS. Hosting a Japanese assistant has many benefits. Your family will ex-
perience first hand knowledge of Japan, its language, culture and people. 

 
 

What does hosting involve? 
The assistant teachers are keen to learn about the Australian way of life and 
improve their English skills while supporting our Japanese program at War-
ranwood. Host families need to provide a private bedroom, transportation to 
and from school and 3 meals per day. The assistant teacher will contribute 
$130 per week towards their living costs.  
 
We are asking for expressions of interest from families who would be willing to host Suzuka Sensei 
next term. If you have any questions about the program or would like to talk to a family who have been 
involved in hosting before, please contact me. 
 
We rely on the school community’s wonderful support to host these volunteer Japanese assistant 
teachers and this term we are asking you to consider the program for your family.  
 
Kind regards, 

    Tanya Barlow 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj6nfLflIjiAhVVf30KHbU6DnMQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.edithvaleps.vic.edu.au%2FBookingRetrieve.aspx%3FID%3D75526&psig=AOvVaw27pN6tIQDAN56Oesh9Bkx9&ust=1557
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PERFORMING ARTS NEWS 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN PE and SPORT, 2019  
 
 
 

 
PE Overview: 
 
Prep: Moving to music. Warm up running game. Underarm throwing and catching techniques. Use targets and 
experience different balls such as pimple balls, tennis balls, bouncy balls. Change partners at each station. As-
sess the underarm throw. 
 
Junior School: Warm up game. Fundamental skills stations: Target throwing, two handed strike, tennis strike 
and catching stations. Assess the catch. 
 
Middle School: Warm up fielding drill. Fielding skills of the pick-up, the throw, the catch and the pitch. Introduce 
rounders game- striking a moving ball or striking a ball from the tee stand. 
 
Senior School: Warm up fielding drill. Rounders game. Introduce new rules and encourage student encourage-
ment and team advice. 
 
Winter Sports Fixture, 2019: 
May 10 vs Note** Game postponed due to Yarra Road PS Curriculum Day ** 
 
May 17 vs Dorset PS, May 24 vs Park Orchards PS, May 31 vs sacred Heart PS, June 7 vs Yarra Valley 
Grammar, June 14 vs Tinternvale PS, June 21 vs Wonga Park PS, June 28 vs  Mullum PS. 
 
School Cross Country team practice: Wednesday mornings at 8:30  

                                    
10 yo boys: Angus H, Ben H, Fraser B, Riley K, Ethan C, Zach K, Luke S, Will A, Zack T, Christian T. 
Finn B (first reserve) 
10 yo girls: Marli F, Hannah R, India C, Isabelle T, Mia T, Elyssa A, Bianca J, Cara S, Arabella B, Amaya 
P. 
11 yo boys: Jacksyn F, Ned G, Lloyd A, Lucas B, Luke D, Tharwin P, Lucas S, Darcy P, Matt B, Spencer 
A. 
11 yo girls: Scarlett C, Georgia C, Ava T, Tahlia W, Zoe V, Laura Q, Claire Mc, Zoe M, Bella F, Zoe HB. 
12 yo boys: Riley C, Ryan H, Broc T, Flynn N, Tom M, Judd W, Liam B, Mitchell P, Liam R, Liam K, Alex 
L (first reserve). 
12 yo girls: Sidney N, Jade W, Laura O, Indi C, Madi R, Erica P, Charlotte H, Hayley B, Olivia H, Sarah B. 
 
Please note: these are now final as all runners have been timed. The WPS District Cross Country team 
will compete on Tues 28 May at Domeney Res in Park Orchards. A compass permission note will be emailed 
and $5 payment is required to be made at the office to cover the bus. 
 
 
Andrew Tonkin 
PE Teacher 
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Food For Thought 
 

Help the school to win a community garden set and reduce landfill 
 
We have joined the Colgate Community Garden Challenge, so we want your dental rubbish and your votes! 
 
It's easy to help in two ways: 
 
1) Bring your oral care waste to school, as pictured below. You can also collect it from friends and 

family. Every item collected is worth 10 points to us. 
Note: we can collect any brand of plastic toothbrush, toothpaste or dental floss including the packaging if 
you have it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2) Vote for our school via the below link – you can do this every day! 
 

 https://www.terracycle.com/en-AU/contests/colgategardenvoting 
 
Enter your name, email address, Warranwood Primary School and cast vote 
 
You will then be sent a confirmation email, click on link and once you have confirmed you can vote as many 
times as you like without having to re-confirm each time. 

We can win garden beds, custom benches or a Bunnings voucher just because you cleaned your teeth and 

gave us oral care rubbish that can’t be recycled through your kerbside collection. 

 
 
Jennifer Whatley  
 

https://www.terracycle.com/en-AU/contests/colgategardenvoting
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CANTEEN NEWS AND ROSTER 
 

Due to a couple of our wonderful volunteers who are unable to help in can-
teen on a Friday anymore, we require assistance on the following Fridays. 
Friday 17th May 
24th May 
14th June  
28th June (2 spots) 
 
Please text me on 0419 387 370 if you can help. 

 
 

Canteen is having a Sushi Day on Tuesday 21
st

 May. Please order through 
Qkr or download a copy from Compass and return with correct money to 
school by 3pm Tuesday 14

th
 May. NO LATE ORDERS PLEASE. 

 
Important information regarding Qkr online ordering:  

 
Please make sure when ordering lunches online that you have selected the right day required for the lunch 
order and also submitted the order. We have had an increasing number of students who are coming to the 
canteen and have no lunch order at lunchtime. 
 

A brown bag from the canteen will be supplied for the lunch order, please do not 
send another bag with the child to put into lunch order basket.  
 
If you are unable to attend canteen on the day you are rostered please contact me in advance on   0419 387 
370.  Volunteer hours are: 
 

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 10.30am to 2pm 
Friday 10am to 2pm 
 

Warm Regards, 
Megan Parker 
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The League of Extraordinary Gentlemen - Term 2 
 
Dads, Grandfathers and kids celebrated a wonderful evening on April 5th enjoying some games, billycart 
rides and pizza to kick off our Fathering Project activities for 2019.  The billycarts we made last year have held 
up really well - big thanks to Dallas for some running repairs - and we can sense a competition building be-
tween Dads and kids when it comes to Dodgeball - an epic twilight game where the kids more than held their 
own! 
 
We have some great activities planned in Term 2.  Golf and Gyoza for Dads and father figures - so you can 
practice your swing AND Japanese in one evening - and a bushwalk for Dads, father figures and kids at Mt 
Lofty in Wonga Park.  Check the flyer later in the newsletter for details. 
 
Aside from the great activities we organise the League of Extraordinary Gentlemen are passionate about pro-
moting the message of the Fathering Project - let’s make time to be great dads.  We’ll never get this time with 
our children back, and every minute spent being present with our children is another wonderful memory that 
helps our kids to become resilient, confident and emotionally secure children.   
 
We’re always looking for Warranwood Dads to join us in helping to organise an event - please drop Scott a 
line at therealscottcopeman@gmail.com if you’re keen to attend our next meeting or even flip a few snags at 
our next BBQ! 
 
 

mailto:therealscottcopeman@gmail.com
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Community Notices 

COMMUNITY DONATIONS 
 
If you shop at either of these Stores, then mention our School as they support us with donations.   
 
For Ritchie's IGA you need to complete a registration and nominate Warranwood Primary; Ritchie's then 
donate a percentage of sales to the School. 
 
For Rebel Sports, soon to merge with Amart, just mention Warranwood Primary and they also donate a 
percentage of sales to the School 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwivueaO2cHXAhXEopQKHU9DBSIQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westfield.co.nz%2Fstores%2Frebel-sport%2Fnz-rebel-sport&psig=AOvVaw3WH4p7LIjQr5q-Q7GjDQpz&ust=1510873331
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