
 

 

WELCOME  
TO 2020 

Welcome to the Junior School for 2020! We hope 
that you had a restful break and enjoyed the 
summer holidays. The Junior School students are 
well into the swing of things. They’ve been setting 
up class norms and expectations, as well as getting 
to know their new classmates.  
This year the Junior School teachers are Alison 
McMenamin, Rachel Ferguson, Ashleigh Franklin, 
Dee Chadwick, Vicky Papadakis, Julia Dove and 
Jacquie Durik. 
 

Compass 
Please remember to log on to Compass frequently 
to enter any absences for your child, as well as keep 
up to date with events, reminders and permission 
forms.  
 

Arrival at School 
Classes are open for students to independently 
prepare themselves for the day ahead at 8:45am. 
Sessions begin at 9:00am. If your child arrives at 
school after 9:10am you will need to sign them in at 
the office so they can be included on Compass.  
 

Hats 
During Term 1, it is crucial that students have their 
school hat every day to be Sunsmart. We encourage 
them to leave their hats at school on their bag 
hooks, ready for the next day. Students are also 
welcome to bring their own sunscreen to school on 
sunny days. They will need to apply this themselves. 

 

Water bottles and 
Fruit/Vegetables 

With the warm weather, we recommend all 
students have a fresh water bottle of water on their 
table every day. Each class also designates time 
throughout the day for fruit. We encourage 
students to have a piece of fruit or vegetable during 
this time.  

 

Inquiry Unit 
 

During Term 1, classes will be developing the 
learning community of their room. Students will 
establish their classroom norms, expectations and 
routines. For the remainder of the term, students 
will be exploring the topic ‘All About Me’. Through 
this unit, students will explore and share who they 
are, their family, likes/dislikes and cultural 
background. This topic will provide opportunities 
for the students to get to know others in their grade 
and celebrate similarities and differences.  
 

Belongings 
It is extremely important that all student belongings 
are labelled clearly- particularly school jackets, hats 
and lunchboxes. It makes it very difficult to return 
misplaced items without a name on them. Student 
art smocks and library bags are also to be named. 
Please ensure that all student supplies from their 
book boxes have been brought to school already 
clearly named. 
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HOMEWORK 
Homework in the Junior School is designed to 
contribute to the development of study habits and 
foster understanding and communication between 
home and school.   
Homework takes three parts in the Junior School- 
daily reading, homework grid and spelling.  
Students are encouraged to take home good-fit 
books from their take home book tub to read every 
day. We emphasise to students that reading should 
be fun and will help their learning, so choosing 
‘Good Fit’ books is important. Parents are asked to 
record the book and time or pages read in the diary.  
The Homework Grid contains a selection of literacy, 
numeracy and wellbeing tasks that the students can 
complete at home with adult support. These tasks 
compliment what we are doing in the classroom. 
Please initial the grid when a task is completed by 
your son/daughter. It’s helpful in tracking which 
activities have been completed.  
Students will also receive a Hot Words list of spelling 
words each week. These words are to be practised 
in a range of ways- a suggested list of activities will 
be in their homework books.  
The homework books go out each Wednesday and 
are to be returned the following Monday to allow 
time for teachers to view and track each student’s 
work.  

  

Communication Pouch 
Each student has their own Communication Pouch. 
These pouches will contain their Reading Diary, a 
Homework book, take home books and any notices. 
The pouch is to be brought to school every day.  
 

Helping at home 
It is important to establish a consistent homework 
routine. Here are some tips to involve your child in 
learning at home: 

- talk together about daily events 
- check Communication Pouch for any notices 
- read and discuss the take home book and 

write the title of the book in the diary every 
day 

- revise spelling words 
- play maths and number games 
- give small jobs or responsibilities at home 

Diary Dates 

 
Tuesday 11th February 

Information Night @ 7:00pm 

Monday 17th February 

Getting To Know You Interviews (book 

through Compass) 

Tuesday 18th February 

Getting To Know You Interviews 

Friday 6th March 

Curriculum Day  

Monday 9th March 

Labour Day 

Friday 27th March 

Last day of Term 1 

Tuesday 14th April  

First day of Term 2 

 

 

Banking 
School banking commences on Tuesdays so don’t 
forget to send your child’s bank book along.  
 

Tissues 
To assist with sniffles and runny noses it would be 
greatly appreciated if parents could send along ONE 
box of tissues please to their child’s classroom.  

 



 

 

Food Allergies 
Please advise your class teacher if your child has 
food allergies or if there are foods you would prefer 
them not to eat. A number of students in our school 
community are anaphylactic. Parents are requested 
not to include any nut or egg products in lunches to 
avoid potentially fatal reactions. Please remind your 
child NOT to share food or buy food for each other 
from the canteen. 

Getting To Know You 
Interviews 

Getting To Know You Interviews are a great 
opportunity to speak with your child’s teacher to 
share necessary information and learning goals for 
the year.  
These interviews will be held on Monday 17th and 
Tuesday 18th February. A parent questionnaire has 
been sent home to help the teacher gain a better 
understanding of your child. Please return these 
forms prior to the meeting. Bookings are available 
on Compass.  
 

Classroom Helpers 
We always appreciate the time and support you 
have for our classroom help programs. If you would 
like to volunteer please let your child’s teacher 
know. We do require a copy of your Working With 
Children Check at the office before your first 
session. 

Class Representatives 
If you are interested in being a Class Rep please 
notify your child’s teacher as soon as possible. (This 
can be a shared role). Thank you to those who 
have already volunteered to be Class Reps. 

 

Connect Groups 

Students will continue to participate in Positive 
Education activities during their Connect Group 
sessions. Across all areas of the school, staff are 
fostering positive strategies through a range of 
interactive and engaging activities to build and 
foster social skills, resilience and wellbeing.  

Junior School Sport  
Each Wednesday morning, weather permitting, our 
students take part in a range of Fundamental Motor 
Skills that include skill building, partner/team work, 
and finishing with a game. Sport sessions are 
designed to build sportsmanship, encouragement 
and determination as they rotate each week, 
learning, practising and being coached by a different 
Junior School teacher.  
This term our skills will include striking, dodging, 
running, catching, ball bouncing and throwing. 

 

Please remember to regularly check COMPASS for 
additional newsletter items and upcoming events. 
There is often something happening around the 
school and we certainly appreciate your time and 
support in helping us to continue to deliver our 
quality programs. Thank you!  

Alison, Rachel, Ashleigh, Dee, Vicky, Julia and Jacquie 
Junior School Team 

 

Specialist news 
Japanese  

こんにちは!（Konnichiwa

）Welcome to 2020 Year of 

the Mouse. This term the 
Junior School students will 
be focussing on a unit of 
work on FAMILY. They will present information 
about themselves, their family and their favourite 
things using modelled language.  They’ll ask and 
answer questions about how many people in their 
family, make and read statements about family size 
and state the names of family members. They will 
also recognise and begin to write single hiragana 
words. Students will demonstrate their 
comprehension through role play, actions or 
drawing. While participating in all activities students 
will be encouraged to notice that language behaves 
differently in different situations. 



 

 

Visual Arts  
Junior School students 
at Warranwood have 
been creating art for 
the community for the 
last 5 years, by making 
and selling their art 
projects at the 
Warrandyte festival 
Kids Market. I’m very pleased to say, it’s on again in 
2020! In Visual Arts classes all Junior students will 
make and create an art piece worthy of sale and  
then we take them down to the banks of the Yarra 
River and sell them at the Kids Market which is a 
part of the 3-day Warrandyte Festival event held 

over a weekend in 
March each year. The 
kids market will be on 
Sunday 22 March 
10am -12midday.  
This is the year of 
fridge magnets which 
we will create from 
oven bake clay. To 
prepare and build 
skills for this, students 

will have weekly sessions to explore the medium 
starting with play dough and working up to clay, 
experiment with specific techniques, using several  
tools and creating patterns. More information 
about the event will be communicated in the 
coming weeks to create a roster for students who 
are interested in becoming shopkeepers for the day. 

  

Physical Education 

This term students will be consolidating their range 
of movements. We will begin completing different 
fitness circuits to build on strength using functional 
exercises. Students will then have the opportunity 
to put these skills into practice by participating in 
different games. 
Dylan Sendeckyj 
Physical Education Teacher 

 

 

 

Performing Arts  

Welcome back to all of our wonderful Junior School 
students and their families. We have had an exciting 
start to our new school year in Performing Arts. 
Here is an overview of our Performing Arts program 
for Junior School in Term 1- 
 

 
TERM  1– SHORT FILM FESTIVAL at READING 
CINEMAS- DRAMA & MEDIA 

· Create own script/Storyboard 
· Rehearse short film in scenes 
· Study different movie genres 
· Study camera angles and shots (eg/ close-up 

and zoom in, zoom out….etc) 
· Film in front of the Green Screen 
· Edit footage using imovie 

 
 
A letter will be sent home shortly with dates and 
final details for the Reading Cinema event. 
It will be held at the beginning of Term 2. 
 
 

Please feel free to come and visit me any time in the 
Performing Arts Room. 
Jacinta O’Leary 
Performing Arts Teacher 

 
 

 


