Warranwood P.S
Prep Newsletter
Term 3

July 2019

WELCOME BACK!
We hope you have all had a refreshing two
weeks and managed to enjoy your break
while staying as healthy as possible!
As we head into Semester 2 we have
another exciting term ahead which as
usual, has all the teachers and students
excited. Our Inquiry Unit this term is
AUSTRALIA - OUR SPECIAL PLACE
Focus questions include;
●
●
●
●

What are places like?
How and why are people connected
to their place and other places?
What makes a place special?
How can we care for places?

We are fortunate this term to have Jack
Harrison’s Dad, Tom run an incursion where
he will give the students an understanding
of the Yalka Dayan culture. The incursion
will run over 2 hours and includes,
Aboriginal history through storytelling,
artefact workshops, interactive Aboriginal
dance and will also include an art activity or
Traditional Aboriginal games.

100 DAYS OF SCHOOL CELEBRATION
On Friday August 2 2019 we will celebrate the
milestone achievement of 100 days at school.
During the day we will have a variety of
activities for the students to participate in and
at the end of the day we will be having some
special entertainment. As this day forms part
of our whole-school camping program, the
students will remain at school until 5:00 pm.
Parent help on the day will be limited to our
Class Representatives. Information regarding
the day will be sent home via your child’s
communication pocket very soon. Let the
countdown begin!!

Diary Dates
Friday 26 July

Monday 29 July

Free dress day. Gold
coin donation to support
Wacky Wednesday
PA Hungry caterpillar
workshop
PF 1:50pm
PW 2:40pm

Tuesday 30 July

PA Hungry caterpillar
workshop
PD 9:00am
PC 9:50am

Friday 2 August

100 Day Celebrations
and late night finish.
5.00pm

Wednesday 14
August

WACKY WEDNESDAY
Market Day

Wednesday 28
August

Father’s Day Stall

Thursday 19
September

Footy Day

Friday 20
September

End of Term 3
2:30pm finish

INDEPENDENCE
A huge part of coming to school for our Prep
students is learning to be independent. The
Prep year is a very important time to
establish independence skills and it is our
responsibility as parents and teachers to help
the students achieve this.
Please continue to encourage your child to
achieve more independence at school through
verbal reminders, praise and positive
reinforcement – allow them to complete their
morning tasks on their own (such as changing
their take home book and putting their lunch
orders and communication pouches in the
tubs).
Giving your child small tasks at home that help
the
family
will
also
improve
their
independence at school. In term 4 we have
swimming, encourage independent dressing
and tying of laces.
Becoming independent is something all
children need to learn and with your help and
ours, the students will be ready for a
successful future.

COMPASS
Please remember to fill out Compass if your
child is sick or going to be away.
SAVE THE DATE!

Don’t forget to attend our Hungry Caterpillar
workshops!
The Preps have been working hard throughout
term 2, hopefully you enjoyed your sneak peak
on Seesaw.

KEEPING UP WITH SCHOOL HAPPENINGS
Don’t forget to check out the Connect
newsletter each week to see weekly reports
from Mr Harrop and Mrs Kot. Reminders can
be found on Compass and the school Facebook
page.
Prep teachers were very excited about
starting digital portfolios on Seesaw last
term. We had lots of fabulous feedback at
interviews, it is great you are loving the
photos and videos of your child’s learning. If
you need help connecting or there’s anything
else you’d like to chat
about please speak to your
to your child’s class
teacher.

PARENT HELPERS
Thank you to those parents who have already
volunteered their time helping in the classroom.
We are very grateful for any assistance parents
are able to offer as it makes a huge difference to
the classroom program. As we are introducing
rotational activities this term, some parent
helpers will be allocated a specific group to work
with so it is important to let the teacher know
ahead of time if you are unable to assist. Our
classroom helpers’ rosters are displayed on our
windows so if you would like to add your name this
term please check the times available and see
your child’s teacher. If you are unable to help on
a regular basis but find time to pop in every now
and then please talk to the classroom teacher.
Again, thank you so much for your help in the
classroom. We know your children love having you
be a part of their day at school.

JAPANESE TERM 3
What an exciting term it will be for the
Japanese program next term. We will have 12
Japanese students visiting us from our Sister
School! They will arrive in August and will be
hosted by some of our wonderful Senior and
Middle school families. Our Prep students will
get to meet the students and even an
opportunity to use some of their Japanese
language in a meaningful way by greeting the
students and saying their name and likes.
The Preps will also be learning Japanese
vocabulary around the topic of Classroom
Objects. They will learn how to say words such
as table, chair, pencil, book etc. as we use these
words to give instructions while working in the
Japanese classroom. Suzuka Sensei our Assistant
Teacher will continue to volunteer at
Warranwood in Term 3. She is hosted by
Thomson family in 1/2S.

HOME READING
As the students continue reading
throughout the term we ask that you
please record the books they read in their
reading diary. This ensures that you are
not continuing to read the same book over
and over and provides a record of
consistent reading. Remember that if your
child wants to re-read a book or does not
get around to reading it that night it is OK
to keep it for another day. Please
understand that although it can be
difficult to find the time, it is really
important for your child’s development to
read with them as much as you can. It
doesn’t have to always be a take home
reader. You can read and share books from
home or the Library. If your child is tired
you can read to them and encourage them
to read some of the key words they are
able to identify. Remember to try and
make it an enjoyable experience!
THRASS HOT WORDS BOOK
We will be continuing to send home HOT
WORDS this term. Please help your child
to learn to read these words. When we are
testing them they must be able to
recognize the word immediately. We often
test them out of order to ensure they are
not rote learning their words. It is more
important that your child has a solid
recognition of these words before moving
them onto the next list. If you find your
child comes home with words marked it
means more practice. You might like to
encourage your child to play Snap or
Memory with their words or type them on
the computer in Word and change the font,
colour and size to maintain their interest.
Once they can confidently read the words
up to list 20 they will start at list 1
learning to spell each word. Teachers will
test accordingly.

WACKY WEDNESDAY
On Wednesday, August 14 we will be
having our annual whole school Wacky
Wednesday!

RUBBISH FREE LUNCHBOXES
We are continuing with rubbish free lunch boxes
every Tuesday and Thursday. A BIG Thank You
Prep parents for doing an amazing job in reducing
the amount of rubbish your child brings to school.
Here are lots of great ideas at sites like:
https://www.biome.com.au/429-kids-lunch-box

Thank
You

Nice
pear

CANTEEN
Just a reminder, that the canteen is closed on
Wednesdays for lunch orders but open during
lunchtime every day for the students to purchase
snacks.
Lunch orders need to be placed in the class
basket at the beginning of the day.
Due to our concerns about food allergies, we ask
that you please discourage your children from
buying snacks from the canteen for other
students. Buying food for others can also cause
distress for the students who are not selected by
their friends to share the money. Please also
discuss the importance of not sharing food from
their lunch boxes too.

This is a fun market with each level
holding a stall or running games. The Prep
stall will be lolly bags and information has
already been sent home with your child
about this. The students can come
dressed in wacky clothes and will be able
to visit all the stalls and buy treats, play
games and have fun. All money raised
from this event will be going towards a
project determined by our student SRC
committees.
We suggest the Preps bring their loose
change in a ziplock bag with their name on
it or in a small purse or wallet. It would
be a good idea for them to bring a
shopping bag to carry around any
purchases too because they will be
managing themselves..

FOOTY DAY
As one of the great traditions at
Warranwood we will be having our Footy
Day on Thursday September 19 where
the students come to school wearing their
favourite football team clothes (football
jumpers, scarves, beanies or football team
colours). The students will participate in a
range of football related activities
throughout the day and can also enjoy a
canteen lunch. Details about this special
day will be given later this term.

