Warranwood P.S
Prep Newsletter
Term 4
WELCOME
We hope you have all had a refreshing
two weeks as well as a safe and happy
break. We have another action packed
term ahead which has all the teachers
and students excited. Our inquiry unit
this term is ’Let’s Be Creative.’ Our focus
questions include:
● How do different materials feel and
look?
● Where have you seen these materials
before?
● When or how would you use these
materials?
● Why do we use specific materials for
certain things?
● How can we be more environmentally
smart when using and choosing
certain materials? Reduce, reuse,
recycle and rethink.
If you have any construction
boxes/materials at home e.g. boxes,
tubes, washed milk cartons, fabric etc.
to contribute to our building, please
send them along to school!

October 2021
Term Three OVER AND OUT!
What an interesting term we have all had with
home learning, Google classroom daily activities,
WebEx meetings, 1:1 chats and home isolation.
It has been challenging for many parents,
teachers and children but we must be proud of
what we have achieved, the way we all managed
and most importantly stayed positive and
engaged.
A BIG THANK YOU for supporting your child
and us through this process while trying to work
from home.

Diary Dates
4th October

Term 4 begins with
Home Learning

Date TBC once
back at school

100+ Days of Learning
celebrations at school

Date TBC once
back at school

Japanese Day

9th October

Adults Trivia Night

2nd November

Melbourne Cup Day

Date TBC once
back at school

Prep - Year 6
Art Show

6th December

Christmas Carols

Date TBC once
back at school

Excursion to
Collingwood Childrens
Farm

10th December

Reports go home

17th December

End of Term 4. Early
finish 1.30pm

SCHOOL READINESS
A huge part of coming back to school for our
Prep students is learning to be independent.
Term 4 is a very important time to build and
consolidate these skills. We need to
re-establish the routines of classroom
independence including students being able to
come to the classroom independently in the
mornings and walking to the gate at the end of
the day. Please talk to your child and do a ‘dry
run’ with your child so that they are
comfortable and confident with the process.
Encouraging your child to achieve this
independence through verbal reminders,
praise and positive reinforcement – allowing
them to complete their morning tasks on their
own, such as changing their take home book
and putting communication pouches away.
Giving your child small tasks at home that help
the family will also improve their
independence at school.
Becoming independent is something all
children need to learn and with your help and
ours, the students will be ready for a
successful future.

+

100+ DAYS OF SCHOOL CELEBRATION!
We enjoyed celebrating our 100 days of
learning online and when we are back onsite we
look forward to celebrating the milestone
achievement of 100+ days of learning in
person! On the day we will have a variety of
activities for the students to participate in
celebrating 100 through literacy, numeracy
and specialist programs. In preparation,
please continue working on your costume for
the day and more information regarding our
big day will be sent home shortly.

KEEPING UP WITH SCHOOL HAPPENINGS
Don’t forget to check out the Connect
newsletter each fortnight to see reports
from Mr Harrop and Mrs Kot. Reminders can
also be found on Compass and the school
Facebook page.
Prep teachers were very excited about
starting digital portfolios on Seesaw in
Semester 1 and we will continue to upload
student work to celebrate in Term 4.

COMPASS
Please remember to fill out Compass if
your child is sick or going to be away.

RUBBISH FREE LUNCHBOXES
A BIG Thank you to Prep parents for doing an
amazing job in reducing the amount of rubbish
your child brings to school.
There are lots of great ideas at sites like:
https://www.biome.com.au/429-kids-lunch-box
CANTEEN
Just a reminder, that the canteen is closed on
Wednesdays for lunch orders but open during
lunchtime every day for the students to purchase
snacks.
Lunch orders need to be placed in the class
basket at the beginning of the day.
Due to our concerns about food allergies, we ask
that you please discourage your children from
buying snacks from the canteen for other
students. Buying food for others can also cause
distress for the students who are not selected by
their friends to share the money. Please also
discuss the importance of not sharing food from
their lunch boxes too.
THRASS HOT WORDS BOOK
We will be continuing to send home HOT WORDS
this term. Please help your child to learn to read
these words. When we are testing them they
must be able to recognise the word immediately.
We often test them out of order to ensure they
are not rote learning their words. It is more
important that your child has a solid recognition
of these words before moving them onto the next
list. You might like to encourage your child to play
Snap or Memory with their words or type them on
the computer in Word and change the font, colour
and size to maintain their interest.
Once they can confidently read the words up to
list 20 they will start at list 1 learning to spell
each word. Teachers will test accordingly.

HOME READING
As the students continue reading
throughout the term we ask that you
please record the books they read in their
reading diary. This ensures that you are
not continuing to read the same book over
and over and provides a record of
consistent reading. Remember that if your
child wants to re-read a book or does not
get around to reading it that night it is OK
to keep it for another day. Please
understand that although it can be
difficult to find the time, it is really
important for your child’s development to
read with them as much as you can. It
doesn’t have to always be a take home
reader. You can read and share books from
home or the Library. If your child is tired
you can read to them and encourage them
to read some of the key words they are
able to identify. Remember to try and
make it an enjoyable experience!

CHRISTMAS SHIRTS
Christmas is around the corner and it’s
time to make our traditional Prep
Christmas t-shirts.
Unfortunately we are not allowed to have
parents onsite this year so we will ask that
you please help your child make a special
Christmas t-shirt at home (a notice will go
home with instructions later in the term).
Our Christmas shirts are a fun way for us
to celebrate christmas at school.

