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Welcome Back!

We are incredibly excited to begin 

Term 4 and are looking forward to the 

energy of a buzzing classroom. This 

term will bring lots of new experiences, 

but also a return to the usual rhythms 

we are used to. All classes are 

diligently working on CAFE reading, 

VOICES during our Writers Workshops 

and Maths activities and investigations 

as well as beginning our Inquiry 

research into colonisation of Australia 

and the Victorian Gold Rush. Students 

will also be participating in age 

appropriate drug and alcohol, cyber 

safety and sexuality education 

sessions.In preparation for next year, 

both the Grade 5s and 6s will 

participate in transition sessions and 

the 5s will also have the opportunity to 

run for a School Captain position. 

Graduation 2020 

As per Compass communications posted late Term 3,

we have a number of options and alternatives for how

our Class of 2020 Graduation Ceremony will look. Due

to Covid restrictions and the ever changing landscape

at the moment, we have been unable to commit to any

scenarios at this stage. It is our hope that in the coming

weeks we will have a more firm idea as to how this

ceremony will look. Please rest assured that we will get

this information out to you and our students as soon as

possible. Thanks for your understanding.

Covid Safe Policy

As per information already sent out via Compass and

the school newsletter, we will be following strict

department covid safe policy to ensure we maintain a

healthy and safe environment for all members of our

community.

Hand sanitiser, social distancing, cleaning of tables and

other measures will be put into place to ensure we are

meeting all expectations required during these

challenging times.



Diary Dates
Term 4, 2019

Sexuality Education and Drug Education

This term we will be running our Sexuality and Drug Education program. 

Our focus will be on the following important topics as determined by the Victorian Curriculum. 

All Year 5 and Year 6 students will cover the following concepts;

● Respectful relationships.  What are respectful relationships?  

● An understanding of the correct anatomical terms for the male and female reproductive

systems.

● An understanding about where I came from.

● Puberty - What is happening to me? The transition from child to adolescence and

teenagerhood!

● Investigation of community resources and strategies to seek help about health, safety and 

wellbeing

● Plan and practise strategies to promote health, safety and wellbeing

All students are encouraged to continue discussing and asking questions at home to clarify 

understandings, worries or misconceptions that they may have encountered during these lessons. 

Cyber Safety

Students will participate in cyber-

safety sessions, building their skills in 

identifying how to stay safe online. We 

do not teach students how to navigate 

specific apps or programs as in a 

year’s time they will be interested in 

something else. We instead teach 

them the skills that can be applied in 

any situation (often when interacting 

with people face-to-face as well). 

Cyber safety discussion also occur 

incidentally during class conversations 

as the need arises. 

October 19 -

21

Book Week

October 22 Footy Day

October 23 Grand Final Day Holiday

November 3 Melbourne Cup Day

December 11 Reports go home

December 15 Grade 6 Graduation (details 

TBC)

December 18 Last day - early dismissal



WELLBEING NEWS

The wellbeing of our students will continue to be a very high priority this term as 

we return to on-site schooling. 

Classroom Norms have been re-established using the school RUIn character 

strengths.

Students have had active discussions and been actively involved in re-creating 

their positive learning environments and what they look and feel like. 

We will be maintaining our routine of daily mindfulness practices to strengthen 

our brain muscles and help to keep us focused on what’s important in our day. 

In addition to our daily mindfulness activities we will also be incorporating 

weekly wellbeing lessons using the ‘Smiling Minds’ program. This program has 

been created especially for schools, is age appropriate and is interactive and 

informative.

The school’s commitment to Positive Education will continue to be embedded 

through everything we do in our Senior School.  Students will continue to reflect 

on their learning and their lives using gratitude and different character strengths. 

We encourage all families to stay in touch with their child’s wellbeing journey. 

For example you could demonstrate a ‘growth mindset’ by asking about your 

child’s day with: 
● What went well?
● What were any challenges? 
● Where to from here?

Or your could work out what your own personal character strengths are:

https://www.viacharacter.org/character-strengths

More information about Smiley Minds or Positive Education can be found at:

https://www.smilingmind.com.au/

https://positivepsychology.com/what-is-positive-education/

https://www.viacharacter.org/character-strengths
https://www.smilingmind.com.au/
https://positivepsychology.com/what-is-positive-education/

